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TO T H B 

RIGHT HONOURABLE 
Philip Earl and Baron of Hardwicke, 

Vifcount R or S TO Ny 

LORD HIGH CHANCELLOR OF 
GREA'T BRITAIN. 

My Lord, 

CANNOT affign a better 
reafon for addrefling to your 
Lordfliip tliefe Ejfays on tU 
Empl(yyment of Time, thaii 
that you have, from your earlieft 
years, ^q eminently approved your 
ienfe of its importance. 

A 2 In 




IV DEDlCAriON, 

In thus diedicatihg them, I may be 
confider*d as only entring on their fub- 

jeft as only propofing the Pattern, 

before I enlarge on the Rule, 

Your Lordlhip's Pleafure has, in- 
deed, generally been a varied Applica- 
tion ; and your fatigue in liberal pur- 
fiiits reliev'd, not by quitting^ but by 
changing^ them. 

Whatever Admiration may have 
been exprefs'd, at your difpatch of fo 
much public bufinefs ; it appears a 
very fmall part of your defert to them, 
who have known your domcftic en- 
gagements how well your duty, in 

other relations, has been remembred, 
amidft fuch attention to it, in the high 
Offices, you have fuftained and adorn- 
ed. —But what 1 ought to fay of you, 
to you I muft not fay. Wholly filent I 
could not be, on a Character fo proper 
to be oppos*d to the mifchievous ex- 
amples of fo many, high in titular 

worth, 
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worth, but in real^ on a level with 
the meaneft of their Species. 

It is unpleafant to refle<3: on our 
fellow -creatures, (hewing fuch far 
greater regard to example, than to 
precept— to what others are, than to 
what themfelves ought to be ; yet as 
things are thus, and thus, in all pro- 
bability, will continue; he, who wiflies 
well to mankind, ihould feek their be- 
nefit in the way, they will receive it — - 
fhould, fince they will not reafbn but 
imitate, point out to them, where their 
imitation will have tnoji of the appear- 
ance of reafoning ; where their con- 
forming to another's pradice would 
look like ufing their own underftand- 

The rules of decorum may reftrain 
me from proceeding on the lubjed of 
your perfonal worth, in the language 
of my inclination ; but I have the plea- 
lure to think, that they even counte- 
A 3 nance 



vi DIEDICATION. 
nance the freeft declaradoh of your 
defert from me ; and that I am con* 
fuldng them, when, after fo many 
favours received from you, I, with the 
utmoft gratitude and refpe£t, exprefs 
myfelf, 



Mv Lord, 



Tour Lordship*! tnoft Ohliged^ 



MofiObedienty and 



Moft kumbkS^rvoni* 




PREFACE. 




^HE EJfays here publifli'd, though 
at firft penn'd for the benefit of 
fome of the author's neighbours 
in the country, may, it is hop'd, 
from the alterations, fince made in them, be 
pf more general ufe. The fubjeSl of them is, 
in itfelf, of the higheft importance, and could, 
therefore, never be unfeafonably confider'd 5 
but the general pradlice, at prefent, more efpe- 
cially entitles it to our notice. The principles, 
on which their argumentative part proceeds, 
are deny'd by none, whofe conviftion it con- 
fults. Thofe, who regard the human frame as 
only, in its mechanifm, excelling that of beafts 

• who would deprive man's bread of fo- 

cial affedtions, exempt him from all appre- 
A 4 henlions 
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henfions of a Deity, and confine his hopes to 
his prefcnt exiftence, are not the perfonSy whom 
any thing here faid propofes to efFedt. They 
are not, I mean« direftly apply*d to, in this 
Work ; but even their benefit it may be faid 
confequentially to intend, as it would certainly 
contribute thereto, could // properly operate on 
thofe, whofe advantage is its immediate aim. 

We have been told, by very good judges 
of human nature, how engaging Virtue would 
be, if it came under the notice of fenfe. And 
what is a right pradtice, but Virtue made, in 
fome meafure, the objedt of fenfe ? What is 
a Man ever adting reafonably, but, if I may 

fo fpeak, imperfonated Virtue Virtue in a 

vifible fhape, brought into view, prefenting 
itfelf to the fight; and, through the fight, as 
much aflfeding the mind, as it could be af^ 
fefted by any elegance of form, by any of the 
beauties of colouring or proportion ? 

The notions moft diflionourable to the 
Deity y and to the human /pedes ^ are often, I 
fufpedt, firft taken up, and always, certainly, 
cbnfirm'd, by remarking how They adt, whofe 
fpeculations exprefs the greateft honour to- 
wards both. 

When the ftrongeft fenfe of an alpowerful, 
alwife, moft holy and moft juft Governor of 

the 
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the world, is profefs'd by thofe, who flicw not 

the Icaft concern to pleafe Him when rea- 

fon, choice, civil obligations, a future rccom- 
pence, have thofe their advocates, who are go- 
vern'd by humour, paffion, appetite ; or who 
deny themfelves no prefent pleafure or advan- 
tage, for the fake of fecuring any thing that is 
promised hereafter ; others are, hereby, natural- 
ly led, firft, to think it of little moment, which 
Jide is taken on thefe points; and then, to take 
that^ which fuits the manners of them, who, 
in their declarations, are its warmeft oppofers. 

Whereas, were the apprebenjions^ that do 

juftice to a fuperintending providence an 

immaterial principle in man his liberty—— 

his duties in fociety — his hopes at his dif- 
folution, univerfally evidenced, by a fuit- 
able prafitice ; the great and manifeft advantage 
arifing from them, would be fufficient to fup- 
prefs every doubt of their truth, would pre- 
vent the entrance of any/ or would foon re- 
move it. 

As, indeed, all that we are capable of know- 
ing in our prefent ftate, appears either imme- 
diately to regard its wants, or to be connefted 
with what regards them; it is by no means a 
flight confirmation of the truth of a docftrine, 
That the perfuafion thereof is of the utmoft 

confe- 
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confequence to pur prefent well-being. AncJ 
thus the great advantages, that are in this life 
derivable from the belief of a future retribution 
——that are here the proper fruits of fuch a 
belief, may be confider'd as evidencing, how 

well it is founded how reafonably it is en- 

tertain'd. On this, it may be of fome ufe, 
more largely to infift. 

What Engagements correfpond to the con- 
vidion, that the ftate, in which we now are, is 
but the paffage to a better, is confider'd in the 
laft of thefe EJfays : And that, when fo en- 
gaged, we are adling the part befitting our na-^ 
ture and our fituation, feems manifeft both 
from the approbation it has in our calmefl 
hours, under our moft ferious deliberation and 
freeft judgment 5 and, likewife., from the tefti- 
mony given it even by them, who ad: in a 
quite different manner. What they conform 
not to, they applaud ; they acknowledge their 
failures to be fuch ; they admire the worth, 
which they cannot bring themfelves to cul- 
tivate. 

If we look into the writers, who fuppos'd 
all the pleafures of man to be thofe of his body, 
and all his views limited to his prefent exift- 
cnce; we find them, in the rule of life they 
gave, deferting the neceflairy confequences of 

their 
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their Juppofitioriy and prefcribing a morality 
utterly inconfiftent with it. Even when they 
taught, that what was good or evil was to be 

determined by our feeling only that right 

or wroi^ was according to the pleafure or 
pain, that would enfue to us, during the 
continuance of our prefent frame, fince after 
its diffdlution we have nothing to hope or 
fear ; theif pradtical directions were, however, 
that* we ought to be ftridtly juft, feverely ab- 
ftinent, true to our friendfhips, fteady in the 
purfuit of honour and virtue, attentive to the 

* Invitat vera ratio bene fanos ad juftitiam, ^quitatem, 
fidcm. TulL de Fin. 1. i. 

Sic ab Epicuro fapiens femper inducitur, Finitas habet 
cupiditates ; negligit mortem. Ibid. 

Nemo dc tenui vi£hi plura dixit. Tufc. ^afi. 1. 5. 

De amicitia Epicurus ita dicit ; ^^ Omnium rerum, quas 
^< ad beate vivendum fapientia comparaverit, nihil efie 
^< majus amicitii, ^r ." 

£odeim inodo fapiens erit alBFedus erga amicum, quo in 
feipfum. Ihid. 

Ula, qu» Peripatetici, quae Stoici dicunt, femper tibi 
in ore fimt, in judiciis, in fenatu, *^ OiEcium) sequitatem, 
<< dignitatem, fidem, re£b, honefta, digna imperio, dig- 
^* na populo Romano, omnia pericula pro republica, mori 
♦* pro patria," De Fin. 1. 2. 

epic. Menoeceo. Diog. Laert. I, x, 

'T^if ^1 A.» ^oji T^^vf|^ea■9Ai. Diog Laert. I. x. 

Spig.Mcnwcco, 

public 
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public welfare^ and willing to part with our 
lives in its defence. 

SucH,they adniitted,man ought to ber— fuch 
they exhorted him to be;' and, therefore, when 
they would allow him to ad: only upon motives^ 
utterly incongruous to his being this perfou; k 
foUow'd, either that thefe were wrongly aC- 
fign'd, or that a condud was required froni 
him, unfuitable to his nature. 

That his obligations were rightly ftated, is 
not deny'd. The miftake was in the induce- 
ments, alledg'd for difcharging them *. No- 
thing could be more improbable, than his per- 
formance of the duties appointed him in this 
fcbeme^ if he was determined by it^ in judg- 
ing of the confequences of his aiftions . 

what good or hurt they would do him— — 
what happinefs or mifery would be their re^ 
fult. 

While the Epicureans admitted juftice ta 

be preferable to injuftice a public fpirit, to 

private, felfifli views; while they acknowledg'd 
it more fitting, that we fhould facrifice life to 
the good of our country, than preferve it, by 
deferting the common welfare; they muft, I 
think, be regarded as authorifing a preference 

* Illudquaero, quid ei, qui in voluptate fummum bo- 
numputat, confentaneum fit dicerc. Dcfin^Uu 

3 of 
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pf the principles, which will make man juft 
and public-fpirited, to thofe, which will dif- 
pofe him to be unjuft, and wholly attentive 
to his own little interefts. 

Let us fee, then, what will be the pradical 
Gonfequences of adopting or reje<fting the Epi* 
curean tenet^ — That we have nothing to hope 
for beyond the Grave, 

Thb value we fet on life is fliewn, by what 
we do to preferve it j and by what we fufFer, ra- 
ther than part with it*. We fupport ourfelves 
by the hardeft labour, the fevereft drudgery, 
and we think death a much greater evil, than to 
ftruggle for years with difcafe and pain, de- 
fpairing of cure, and even of any long intervals 
of eafe. Such, ordinarily, is our love of.lifc. 
And this defire to keep it cannot but be greatly 
increased, when we are induc'd to think, that 

* Quis eft, aut quotus quifque, cui, mors cum appropin- 
quet, 

N^n refupat timido fanguetiy atque exalbefcat metu f * 
& & hoc quidem eft in vitio, diflblutionem natune tam valde 
perhorrefcere : quod item eft reprehendendum in dolore. 
Sed quia fere lie afficiuntur omnei^ fatis argumenti eft, ab 
interim naturam abhorrere. — Maxime autem in hoc qui- 
dem genere vis eft perfpicua naturae, cum & mendicitatem 
multi perpetiantur, ut vivant: & angantur appropinqua- 
tione mortis confe£ii homines fenedute: &eaperferant,quae 
Philodetam videnaus in fabulis : ^c. TulL de Fin. 1. 5. 

once 
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once loft, it is loft for ever. We might bear ^ 
have the pofleffion of the good w^ thus highly 
prize, interrupted j but to be without all hope of 
again enjoying this bleffing, if we were once be- 
reft ithereof, will, naturally,. heighten our foili- 
citude about it, and render us moft averfe from 
cxpofing it to any hazard. He who is perfuaded, 
that corporeal pleafure is all he has to expefl:, 
and that it is confin'd to his prefent exiftence, 
muft, if he aSls agreeably tofucb aperfuajion^ be 
wholly intent on the purfuit of that, pleafure, 
and dread nothing more than its coming to an 
end, or being interrupted. Hence, if his term of 
life would be fhorten'd, or any greater diftrefs 
would accrue to him, by adhering to truth and 
juftice, than by departing from them — if he 
were to be, at prefent, more a lofer, by afSlling 

his friend, than by fcnfaking him if he could 

promife himfelf a larger (hare of fenfual grati- 
fications, from betraying his country, than fronx 
ferving it faithfully; he would be falfe and un- 
juft, he would be perfidious to his friend, and 
a traitor to his country*. All thofe fentiments 

and 

* Nemo upquam fine magna fpe immortalitatls fe pro 

patria offerret ad mortem. ^Inbaeret in mentilnis quaii 

Ixculorum quoddam a^giirium futurorum ;— quo qtiidem 
dempto, quis tarn eflbt amens, ^ui ibmptr in labohbus & 
periculis viveret? Tufc. ^aft. 1. i, 

Non 
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and anions, that exprefs an entire attachment 
to the delights offenfe^ and the ftrongeft reluct- 
ance to forego them^ are ftriftly in charafter, 
when we look not beyond them — —when we 
acknowledge not any higher fatisfaifions^ and 
behold thefe as expiring with us, never to be 
again tailed. 

WftEREAsthe profpedt of a returning life,and 
of enjoyments in it far fuperior to any we now 
experience, or promife ourfelves, has a necef- 
fary tendency to leffen our foilicitude about the 
cxiftence here appointed us. We cannot well 
be reconciled to the lo/s of our being, but are ea- 
fily reconciled to its change -, and death, confi- 
der'd as only its change, as the paflage from a 
lefs to a more defirable ftate, will, certainly, 
have the terror of its appearance much abated. 
The conviaion, that there is a greater good in 
referve for us, than any pleafure, which earth 
can afford; and that there is fomething far more- 
to be fear'd by us, than any pain we can now 
be made to fufFer, will, in proportion to its 
ftrength, render us indifferent to the delights 

Non quaeritur, quid naturae tuse, Torquate, confenta- 
neum fit, fed quid difciplinae. Ratio ifta, quam defcndis; 
pnecepta, qux didicifti, quae probas, funditus evertunt 
amicitiam : quamvis earn Epicurus, ut facit, in coelum 
tSFerat laudibus. D/ Fin. 1. 2. 

and 
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and conveniencies of our abode on earth ; and 
di{pofe us to qualify ourfelves for obtaining 
that greater good, and avoiding that fo much 
more to be dreaded evil. In thefe confiderations 
of life and death, of happinefs and mifery, 
Virtue has its proper fupport We are, by tbem^ 
brought to judge rightly of the part becoming 
us, and to adhere to it immoveably : they fur- 
nifh fufficient inducements to avoid falfehood 
ahd injuftice, of whatever immediate advan- 
tage we may be thereby depriv'd they en- 
courage us to ferve our friend and country, with 
the utmeft fidelity, notwithftanding all the 
inconveniencies, that can be fuppos'd to attend 
it — they are, indeed, proper incitements to 
prefer the public welfare to our own prefent 
fafety; while they inflxufl: us, how much our 
gain thereby would overbalance our lois. 

Brutes in our end and expectations, how 
can we be otherwife in our purfuits ? But if 
the reafoning principle in us be an incorruptible 
one 5 and its right or wrong application, in this 
embody d ftate, affedt the whole of our future 
exiftence : we have, in that apprehenfion, th^ 
moft powerful motive to adl tliroughout, in 
conformity to our rational nature, or, which 
is the fame thing in other words, never to 
fwcrve from Virtue—to defpife alike danger 

and 
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dnd pleafure, when ftanding in compeCitioii 
with our cfiity. 

Thus, when Socrates, inPjLATO's Piutdo^ 
^has prov'd the immortality of our fotil, hd 
cenfiders it as a neceifr^ confequence of the 
belief thereof, That nae Jhould be ^mplofd 4n 
the culture ^f our minds— -^in faeb can of 
them y as Jhallfiot only regard that Jenm^ to 
-which we give the name of life^ but the wbokg 

which follows it in making ourfehes as wife 

-andgood^ asmayie ; fince on it ourfafety ^$ttire^ 
^ depends j the foul carrying hence nothing with 
it ^ 'but its good or bad a&ionSj its virtues or 
vices ; and thefe conjlituting its haffine/s or 
mifery, to all eternity. 

So when the elder Scipio is introduced by 
TuLLr *apprifing-thc younger, that la^t is 
€all*d our life^ may ^ more properly ffil'd our 
deadi ■ that we truly U've, when we an 
freed from the fetters of our body \ he proceeds 
to obferve, how much it then concerned him, 

to bejufi to promote the public welfare — ■ 

to make true glory his aim^ doing what ts right ^ 
without regard to any advantage it will now 
yield him^ dejpifing p^ular opinion^ adhering 
to fQirtue for its real worth. And the Yiojuth, 

'^Benm. Sap. 

B thus 
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thus inftrudted, profefles, That after fuch in-- 
formation y into what flat e he is to pafs^ he would 
not be wanting to himfelf: Unmindful he bad 
not been of his ancejlors worth -, but to copy it 
P^ould now be his more efpecial care^ fence en^ 
couragd thereto^ by fo great a reward. 
' LUCANy reprefenting the inhabitants of this 
part oiEurope^ as perftfaded, that the foul fur- 
viv'd the diffolution of the body, * congratu- 
lates them, indeed, only on the happlnefs they 
cnjoy'd in an opinion, that freed them from 
the moft tormenting of all fears, the dread of 
death— —that made them adl with fo much 
bravery and intrepixlity. But when he admits 
a contempt of death, to be the proper efFedt of 
this opinion^ he muft be confider'd as allowing 
it all that praftical influence,which as naturally 
refults from it, as fuch an indifference to life 
doth, and has the fame connexion with it. 

* Lucan. Pharf. 1. i. 

In primis hoc volunt perfuadere ; Non interire animas 
-atquc hoc maxime ad virtutem excitari putant, 



mctu mortis negIe£to. Caf. de Bel. GaL 1. 6. 

riatp hHv TiiifJLZVQt T«y Ttf /iiK riAn/jdv, ^^Via^v^ yeif*9Af 

pttTtff ^'vAt (rviJL^iCnK€, Died. Sic. 1. 5. 
Tacitus fpcaks of the feme perfuafion among the yews 

jwoducing the fame effeft. Animas aeternas putant. 

Hin o ■ moricndi contcmptus. Hife. 1, 5, 

If 
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Ipj thereforCj the perfuafioh that death ren- 
ders us utterly infenfible, be a perfuafion that 
unmans us quite — that difpofes to a courfe of 
ftftion rtioft unworthy of us — that is extreamly 
prejudicial to fociety *, and tends, in every way, 
to our own greatcft hurt or debafemcnt, we 
may well fuppofe it an erroneous one 5 fince 
it is in the higheft degree improbable, that 
there (hould be any truth in a notion, the re* 
ception of which fo far operates to the preju- 
dice of niankind— — fo neceflarily cojntributes 
to introduce a general diforder. 

On the other hand, if, from the convidlion^ 
that there is a recompence for us beyond the 
grave, we derive fentiments moft becoming us 

i^if from it the worthieft adtions proceed 

» I - if it be the fource of the greateft, both 
private and public, good - if with^ it be 
connedted the due difcharge of our duty, 
in the feveral relations, in which we arc 

plac'd if it alone can lead us to perfedt 

our nature, and can furnifti our ftate with 
fatisfadtory enjoyments i there may feem fuf- 
ficient grounds to conclude, that there is 

* Cui dubium efle poteft, quln is publicas patriae leges, 
aut arte clam eludere,aut vi nitatur infringere, dumfuae 
privatim cupiditatt ferviat, cui nullus ultra leges metus, 
nihil ultra corpus fpei. fupereft aaiplius. Utop. 1. 2* 

B 2 fuch 
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ittch a tecofhpei&e^ the perfuaiion lliereof^ 
llius aSedlmg us^ tnay Well appear moft f€a« 
fonably «itertain'd. 

Wir&N all thofe piinciples, of whof^ truth 
,wc have the greatcft certainfy, condu^a ujs -to 
jiflppinefs; it is natund to think, that theixH 
Aieiice of any principle iipion our happiueft 
fliauld l)c no imprc^r teft of its trilth. 

If 'trherc be no furier token of a right prat^ 
tice, than its tendency to promote the com* 
rafongftod); can we but judge that to be a right 
opinion, which has tindenlably, in ^an emi'^ 
nent degree, foch a tendency ? 

* Whistn the difficulties which, 'Under a ge* 
fteral corruption, attend our adherence to 
pkmcj are only to be furmounted by the 
profpedt <5f a future reward; one fcndws^ot 
how to beKeve, that the proper inducement to 
odr afting a part fo becohiing us — ib 
much our praifc, fhould be no other than a 
cTiinierical ^iew, a romantic and utterly vaia 
cSxpedation. 

Whbn error is manifeftly the caufe of 
whatevcir ill we do or fufFcr, it is extrcamly 

*■ Nullo modo fieri pdteft, ut quifquam tdnti fl^met 
fibquitatem & fidem, ut ejus confervandie causa nuUmn 
fiipplicfum recufet, nifi its rebus aflenfus fit, quae falfe 
efie con 'pofiiint. A^ad. ^afi. 1. 4. 

impro- 
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improbable, that to an erroneous notion wc^ 
mviQ: ftand indebted for the beft ufe of 1^^ 
jwd its moft fblid fatisfadions. 

Bax it may be afk'd-'—^ Where doca thia 
Qpinion produce thefe boafted e£fe6t&? Among* 
them, whaprofefs it their firmeft belief that 
there is a future recompencQ, how few do wa 
find better men for it*^^«*«»^more regular iit 
dieir manners, or more ii&Hil to the world.' 
than thi^ would have been, without ai^ &udh: 
perfuajfion? 

Haw far any truth fhatt operate upon ua 
••--^how far it ihali iofiuence us, depenck upe 
on our ajppUcation of it, uponk our attention 
tp it We know from experience, that there, 
^re many things, relating to our pre&nt wcU 
fire, all which we oveiloolj^ we give ourfelve^^ 
little or no concern about, Plough, by thust 
cnrerlooking them, we become the feveseft 
fuiferers ; and tho' we may he ahnpft as; cer-^ 
tain, as we can be of any thing, that an ijiat^ 
tendon to them muft have cqniequences thus 
fatal to u$. The feveral mles, which rie-^ 
gard the Ungth^ning of Hfe » ■ j^u - the pso^ 
fervation of health — ^ the enjoyment of ea&y 
diough they carry with them the cleareft 
evidence of their importancCj, how very lit*. 
tikt do they affed the generality of man* 

B3 kind 
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kind how unheeded are they, when op- 
poling an eager appetite, a flxong inclination ! 
while yet thefe rules are acknowledged to re- 
main as true, as worthy of our notice, as cer- 
tain in their falutary efFeds, when obferv'd ; 
as if all that pradical regard, to which they 
are entitled, was paid them ; and we may be 
as juftly thought endow'd with a capacity of 
difcovering thofe efFefts, in order to their pro- 
fiting us, as if they univerfally took place. 

What benefit was intended, in qualifying 
us for the difcernment of any truth, is by no 
means to be inferr'd frotri what ordinarily en- 
fues to us, when difcerning it. A juft inference 
as to this can only be made fi-om regarding 
the diftates of reafon upon fuch a truth being 
difcern'd by us 5 or, what ufe of its difcern- 
ment Reafon dirc<fts iis to make. 

When we are lefs wicked, than very bad 
principles prompt us to be, which is ofi:en the 
cafe; thefe are, neverthelefs, full as blameable 
as they would be, if we were to aft confidently 
with them. That they zxc not purju'dy is, as 
to them, quite an accidental point ; in reafon 
and nature they fhould be ; and therefore are 
fitly chargeable with all the confequences, that 
admg according to them would produce* 

So 
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So, on the other hand, tho' it muft be con- 
fefs'd, that, with the ht&principlesy our courfe 
of life is, frequently very faulty; the ob- 
jedtion muft lie not to the nature or kind of 
their influence, but to a weaknefs of it, which 
is Gur crime, and not their defeft. We will 
not let them adt upon us, as they are quali* 
fy'd to do. Their worth is to be eftimated by 
the worth, they are fuited to produce. And it 
would be full as abfurd, when we will not 
mind our way, to deny that the light cai> be 
of any help to us in feeing it; as to deny the 
ferviceablenefs of any principle, becaufc we 
fail in its application. 

. Nor is it, indeed, only our unhappjnefs 
that we are inattentive to what the belief of a 
future recompence requires from us ; Religion 
itfelf is, alas ! every where abus'd to the ob- 
ftruiiing the proper efFedts of this belief. I 
mean, that whatever Religion is any where 
profefs'd, fome or other rite or dodrine of it 
does favour, as in Paganifm and Mohamme- 
difm ; or is fo conjiru'dy as in Judaifm and 
Chriftianity, that // is made to favour a depart- 
ure from the practice, which fuits the perfua- 
fion of a future reward. The reproach, which 
belong'd to the Jews in our Saviour's time, they 

B 4 have, 
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haw, as far as appears, deferv'd ever fince ; 
IThat, by their fcrupulous regard to the Icflcr 
points of their Law, they think they make 
Itmends for the ^ofl£ft ncgleft of its moft im- 
portant precepts. And with refpedt to us 
Cbriftians,. * Whence is it, that there is {o 

IMe virtue among us that we are through-* 

out fo corrupt, but from taking fan<Suary, for 

6qr crimes, in our very Religion from 

perverting its moft holy inftitutions and doc- 
trines, to be our full Iceurity, whatfoever ar« 
our vices ? -f 

* Sir Isaac KjPwton having obferv'd. That theproph$^ 
dts concerning Chkist*s ^rfi coming tpere for fetting uf 
^rChri^an religiony adds, %vhicb all nations havejinc^ cor^ 
ft^*4r ^^n Obferv. upon die Proph. of Dan. lie* p* 252. 

\ The funeral ^nd great defefi in thofe that profeis tht^ 
Cbriftiao Faith is, that they hope for life etern^ without 
performing thofe conditions, >vhereupon it is promised in 
<hc Go^el> mimely, repentance and reformation. ■ m ' 
They will triift to a fruitkfsy lifekfifaithj or to fomc fe^ 
WBIffCPiy ^nAfatisfa£lioni^ and com^nutations made with God^ 
doing what he hath not required inftead of what hehatlf 
^mmanded, Nor perfuaAons tkzM prevail to move and 
#3iGite t^m to do this, no i^eafons, arguments, or demon« 
ftration^ no nof (h^ expreis words of God, th^t it is neccf^ 
(ary to be done ; or to forbear to cenfure thein as ^y^miis 
fa thp Qrace tfQody wh^ do with clear and exprefs Scri- 
pture (hew the ^bfolute neccffity of it. Owtratn's Sermons^ 

Thus, 



P R E F A C B; xx« 

T»us, we are cither of a Churchy itt)\fehicli 
we can be abfolved of all out Jim y or ^ifMp 
of the number of the ele^ffc, and cannot c^faiir^ 
OHt any. I or the noerits of Chriift atone for 9^ 
not having the mecit even of honefty and fia» 
(perky ^ or a right Faith makes amends fot 
our moft corrupt pradtice. * 

We have Prayers, Sacraments, Fafts, that 
are never thought of to improve us in virtue^ 

but to fupply the want of it to qwiet our 

coniciences under the moft culpable gratifica^ 
tion ofourlufts. 

How the belief of a future recompencc 
ihould, in reafon, afFed our practice—— 
what its proper and natural influence is, fole- 
ly concerns the prefent argument. It feems 
enough, in the cafe before us, that no one 
can be confiftent with himfclf, but, if he has 
any hopes of happinefs in another world, his 
conduit will be regular, becoming, rational : 
and,, that where we find theie hopes enters 

♦ I heartily wifh, that, by public authority, it -were fo 
ordered, that no man ihould ever preach or print this doc- 
trine. That Faith alone jtiftifics,unlefs he join this together 
widi it. That univer&l Obedience is neceilary to faivatioiu 
Chillxngworth's Relig. ofProt. p. 262, 

By our zeal in our opinions, we grow cool in our piety 
^nd prafiical duties. Epiji, Dfdicat, prefixed to the Difcourfi 
^ Uberty of Propb, 

tein'd 
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tam'dfOti mature confideration, juftly reafon'd 
U|^«yMuly attended to; there we, certainly, 
'.^l^'jgreat purity of morals, a ftridl regard to 
fSBfi part befitting a reafonable creature, and 
every other advantage afcrib'd to fbem. If I 
cannot be allow'd to infer from hence, that 
they are well founded; they have ftill, for their 
fupport, all thofe arguments in favour of a final 
retribution, with which I have not at all med- 
dled, nor in the leaft weaken'd by any thing, I 
may have lefs pertinently obferv'd. The fub- 
jed of the third of the following Efays led 
me to the Remarks here made ; and to me they 
appear not immaterial. I cannot, indeed, bring 
myfelf to think, but that the hopes, which in- 
duce me to adt moft agreeably to my Crea- 
tor's will, He has form'd me to entertain ; and 
will not let me be difappointed in them. 

Of one thing I am fure. That they, who 
fuffer the perfuafion of a future happinefs to 
operate, as it ought, on their praftice, con- 
ftantly experience their practice adding ftrength 
to their perfuafion ; the better they become by 
their belief, the more confirmed they become 
in it. This is a great deal to fay on its be- 
half. What weightier recommendation to 
cur aflent can any do£lrine have, than that, 

as 
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as it tends to improve us in virtue, fo the more 
virtuous we are, the more firmly we aflent to 
// 5 * or, the better judges v^e are of Truth, 
the fuller affurance v^c have of its truth ? 

•'O a''r\tftdu&» IjutTA K^ivei cp9«^, 3^ iyUJ^oif r dKn^U *»'- 
rS ^ainrat. Koff itLi^m ydf l^tv Itftd iuj^ Kctki ^ i9</li«. i^ 
//«^f €i vKti^ov )a»f 6 ^-TKcTiti^ 9 rS r* dMiiQif iv Ikatoh ifSr, 
S^Ttf Kftvav }^ yAr^ov Av7»p iv, Ariftot Ethic. 

Si, quorum aut ingenio, aut virtute animus excdlit^ eos 
arbitramur, quia natura optima funt, cemere naturae vim 
maxime: verifimile eft, cum optimus quifque maxim^ 
pofteritati ferviat, efle aliquid, cujus is poft mortem ien- 
fum fit babiturus. Tufc. ^€tft. 1. 1, 
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Tunc'ditnumiritelUgeZy pisdybciendum tibi^ fuiJ'fnumdum 
ftty cum didicerU quid natura tua debeas. Sen. £p. I2X 

IMAZING! That a Creature, 
fo warm in the purfuit of her 
Pleafures^ ihould never caft on« 
thought towards her Happi- 

i< nefs."* A Refledion this, made, indeed, 

by a comic Writer, but not unworthy the moft 
feriotis. 

To be intent on Pleafure, yet negligent cT 
Rappinefs, is to be careful for what wiU eafe 

us 
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Us a few Mdments'of bUr Life } and yet, f cgard* 
' lefs of what will diftrefs us, for many Year sof it. 
< When I ftudy my Happinefs, I confult the 
f.fati8fa<aion of the whole Continuance of my 
/ Being^-I endeavour, that throughout it I may 
^fuffer as little, and enjoy myfelf as much, as 
my Nature and Situation will admit *. Hap- 
pinefs is lafting Plcafure ; itspurfuit is, really, 
the purfuit of Pleafure, with as fmall an allay, 
asjpoiiible, of Pain. We. cannot, therefore, 
provide for oijp Happinefs, without taking our 
fhare of Pleafure 5 tho', as is every where 
but too evident, our eagernefs after Pleafure 
m{iy plunge us into the Mifery, we are unable 
to fupport 'f'. 

Nothing, indeed, is more fpecious, than 
Jtjbe general Term, % Pleafure. It carries with 

::: i^ 

♦ Ncque uUa alia huic verbo, cum bcatum diclmus, 
fubje£la notio eft, nifi, fecretis malis omnibus, cumulata 
bonorum complexio. ^ufc. Sluafl. 1. 5. 

f Ut feras cum labore periculoque venamur, & capta- 
niiri quoque illarum follicita pofleflio eft : faepe enim laniant 
dpminos: ita habentes magnas voluptates, in magnum 
ai9lum evafere, qaptaeque cepere. Sen. ie Vit. heat. 
^ Accipite^-orationem Archytas Tarentini, magni in pri- 
mis & praeclari viri — ^Nullam capitaliorum peftcm, quam 
corporis voluptatem, hominibus dicebat a natiu'a datam. 
TulldeSeneSf. 

% Voluptas eft malorum efca ; quod ca non minus ho- 
mines, quam hamo capiantur pifces. Plant. 

Divine 
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it the Idea of fomething, which muft be per- 
mitted us by our Maker j fincc we know not 
how to fuppofe him forbidding us to tafte, 
what he has difpofed us to relifh. His having 
formed us to receive Pleafure, is our Licence 
to take it. This I will admit to be t^ue, un- 
der proper Reftriclions. 

It is true, that from our Nature and Con- 
flitution * we may colled: wherein we a<3: 
agreeably to our Creator's Will, and wherein 
we adl contrary to it : but the Mifchief is, we 
commonly miftake our Nature, we mifcall it, 
we call That it, which is but a Part of it, or 
the Corruption of it ; and we thence make 
Conclufions, by which when we govern our 
Pradice, we foon find ourfelves in great Diffi- 
culties and Diilrefs. 

Divine Plato efcammaIorum,voluptatem appcllat, quod 
ca videlicet homines capiantur, ut hamo pifces Tu/I, de 

* Primam illam partem bene vivendi, a jiatura petebant, 
eique parendum efle dicebant: neque ulla alia In re, nifi in 
natura, quaerendum efle illud fummum bonum, quo omnia 
referrentur : conftituebantque, extremum efle rerum expe- 
tendarum, & finem bonorum, adeptum efle omnia e natura 
& animo, & corpore, & vita. Acad. ^€ejl. 1. i. 

Quod fummum bonum aStoicis dicitur, convenienter 
naturae vivere: id habet banc, utopinor, fententiam, cum 
virtute congruere fcmpcr, 7«//, de Off, 1. 3. 

For 
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Fon fnftancc, we call our Paffions our Na- 
^ture ; then infer, that, in gratifying them, we 
^follow Nature ; and, being thus convincVl, 
«liat their Gratification mufthc quite lawful, 
we iallow ourfelves in it, and are undone by it. 
Whereas, "flie Body is as much the Man, as 
his Paflions are his Nature \ a Part of it, in- 
deed, they are, but the loweft Partj and 
Xo regard this, more than tlie fuperior and 
mobler, muft be as fetal to us, as to be guided 
Tather by what is agreeable to our Appetite^ 
ihan conducive to our health. 'Of this more 
iiereafter. 

The Call of Nature being the favourite 
Topic of all the Men of Pleafure — ^ ill, 
•who a6t the mod in contradidion to Nature ; 
I will confine the whole of the following Eflay 
to the Confideration of it, fo far as it relates to 
the Employment of our Time ; and,fliew how 
our Time fhould be employed, if we have a 
juft regard to our Nature —if what it requites . 
be.confulred by us. 

That Man is the work of a wife Agent, 
is in the cleareft manner difcovercd hy the 
Marks of Wifdom, which Ihew themfelves in 
his 'Frame— * by the contrivance and fkill, 

* Corporis noftri partes, totaque figura,& forma, It'fta* 
tur^t quam apta ad naturam fit, apparet. TuU. dc Fin. 1. 5. 
2 that 
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which each Par.t of it expreffes — by the exaCt 
proportion and fuitable difpofition, which the 
feverial Parts of it have to each other, and by 
their refpcftive* fitocfs to promote the well- 
being of the whole. 

When we muft thus acknowledge the great 
Wifdom exerted in bur Strudture i when we 
are fo capable of difcerning its Beauties and 
Advantages, and fo fully know their preferva- 
tion and improvement to depend upon our- 
felves, upon our own Endeavours 5 we cannot 
pofSbly be at a lofs to difcover what our wife 
Maker muft, in this particular, exped from 
us *,- The Duty of Man is as certainly known 

from his Nature what he ought to do for 

himfelf is as fully underftood from what he 
can do^ as the Ufes of any Machine are under- 
ftood, by a thorough acquaintance with its 
Powers. 

I CAN np more doubt, for what I am in- 
tended- — what muft be required of me, when 
I fee plainly what I am able to effcftj than I 
can queftion, for what purpofes a Watch or 
Clock is defign'd ; when I am duly apprized 
how the different Parts of it z& upon each 
other, to what they all concur,and to what only. 

♦ Virtus nihil aliud, quim in fc pcrfcfta, & ad fummum. 
perdudanatura. Tul.diLegA.j. 

C We 
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Wc want no R^afofling to coiiviMe us, that 
our f'rame muft be made in order t& its continu- 
anct, as long as the Materials c^n])ofing h >oirill 
admit ^ 4nd that we ^urfelves mu^ give it foch 
continuance : how this is ihortened, how it is 
frdongcd, we are likewifc all of us fully fen- 
fibk. Every one perceives vdiat will haileh 
his Dilution, and what will, prorbably, re- 
tard it 5 % what Management of himfelf, he 
is fure to pafs bttt few years in the Wdrl4 ; 
: and by what, he is likely to be upheld in it 
for many. Here dben our Hule is obvious ^ 
thefe notices afforded us tnake it io : When 
^t are taught, that the Boj^oft of our Life 
mufl be agreeable to Htm, itom whom wis 
received It, ^id thdt ^e ^t appointed to give 
it this Support, that, it iSiuft come from mt^ 
felves^ from what 'we <io in order to it ; we are 
at the fame time inftrufted, to regard all things 
contrilxiting to it asenjoin'd us, and all things 
detrimental to, aftd inconfiftent with it, as for- 
bidden Us ; we have it foggefted to us, that we 
are properly employ'd, when we confultthe 
due prefervation of Life j and that the Engage- 
ments are improper, are blameable, which 
hinder it. 

Thus, tofpendour time well^ we muft give 
our Bodies fuch exercife, fuch reft, and other 

refrefh- 
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tcfr4iibmtnt$, as theur fubfiftence demand^ | 
and we mi j^ end it^ when we are lazy and floth- 
fol> when we are lefs fo|?cri chafte, and tem- 
perate * ; when we proceed to ExcefTes of any 
kind ; when we let our Paffions and Appetites 
dire^ U^: Every things in this way, tends tQ 
haflen our DWoXyxtHon > and, therefore, mud 
be dfisbinal, as oppofing that Continuance here^ 
which our very compofition fhews our Makejf 
to have defign'd us^ 

Bat that our Frame fhould be barely up- 
held, ^cannot be all we are to do for it ; wd 
mijft prderve it in its naoft perfe<a ftate — in a 
State, in which its feveral Powers can be beft 
exerted -j-. 

To take this care about it, is evidently re- 
quired of us. Any Unfitnefs for the fundlions 

♦ Formato homine, qualis eft, eo ipfo quod talis na- 
turae & conditionis fadus fit, conftat etiam Deum voluiflcy 
ut (bbrius — & caflus eilet Sunt hae k hujuAnodi leges na-* 
turae immutabiles. King de Orig. Mali^ 1 25. 

t Ita finis bonorum exiifiit, fecund um naturam vivere^ 
fic aiFe£him, ut optime aifici poflit, ad naturamque accom- 
modatiffinli. 

Quoniam auteni fua cujufque animanti^ natura eft, ne- 
cefle eft quoque finem omnium hunc efte, ut natura exple- 
atur. Et moxy Non dubito dlcere, omnem naturam effe 
confervatricem fui, idque habere propofitum quafi finem^ 
& extrepfium, fe ut cuftodiat quam in pptimo fui generic 
ftatu. TuU. de Fin. I 5/ 

C a of 
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of life is a partial Death. I don't fee of what 
we can well be more certain, than that all the 
Health and Strength^ of which our Conftitu- 
tion admits, were intended us in it ; and they 
muft,, therefore, be as becoming our Concern 
as it is, to hinder the ruin of our Conftitu- 
tion : .We know not how fufficiently to la- 
ment ihe Lofs of them^ even from the Advan- 
tage of which they are to us in themfelves, 
not only from their preventing the uneafinefs, 
the pains, and the numerous inconveniences, 
wfth which the Sickly and Infirm h^ve to 
ftruggle; but likewife from the Satisfadlion 
they give us in our being— from what we feel, 
when our Blood flows regularly, our Nerves 
have their due Tone, and our Vigour is en- 
tire. 

Yet thefe are but the leaft of the Benefits, 
we have firom them. 

We *confift of two Parts, of two very dif- 
ferent Parts; the one inert, paflive, utterly in- 
capable of diredting itfelf, barely minifterial to 
the other, moved, animated by it When 

♦ Perfpicuum eft, homincm e corporc, animoque con- 
ftare, dim primaBfintanimi partes, fccundae corporis. Dc- 
ind« id quoque videmus, & ita figuratum corpus, ut excel- 
lat ^liis, animumque ita confiitutum, ut & fenfibus inftru- 
'dus fit, & habeat prxftantiam mentis, cui tota hominis na« 
turapareat.' Di Fin.\. ^. 

our 
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our Body has its full health and ftrength, the 
Mind is fo far aflifled thereby, that it cari 
bear a defer and longer Application ; our Ap- 
prehenfion is readier, our Imagination is live- 
lier; we can better enlarge our compafs of 
Thought, we can examine our Perceptions 
more flridily, and compare them more exad* 
ly ; by which Means we are enabled to form a 
truer Judgment of things — to remove more 
effeftually the Miftakcs, into which we may 
have been led by a wrong Education, byPaf- 
fion, Inattention, Cuftom, Example — -to have 
a clearer view of what is beft for us, of what 
is moft for our Intcreft; and thence with 
greater readinefs determine ourfelvcs to its pur- 
fuit, and periift therein with greater Refolu-- 
tion and Steadinefs. 

The Body, in a found flate, can be thus 
ferviceable to the Mind ; and when made fo, 
may in its turn be as much profited by //. 
The Poet's Obfervation is no lefs true of them, 
than it is of Nature and Art, each wants, 
each helps the other -, 

* " Mutually they need each other's aid." 

Rofcom. 

>* Altcrius (ic 

Altera pofcit opem res, & conjurat amice. 

Hvr. de Art. Poet. ' 

C 3 The 
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Th e -f Miiid, when not reftrain'd by 2tXiY 
0iing deficient in its qpnipamon, and having 
from it all the afliftanc? it i^ adapted to affbrd, 
pan with much greater facility prevent diat 
Pifcon^^Qfiire and TrouWc, by which our 
bodily Mwltb was ever injured j apd pydferve in 
ps that Qnict and Peace, by Ivhich k \% always 
pronioted.' . Hence we arc to conclude, Tljat 
we fhould forbear, not only what nbcciflarily 
brings. orLDifcafc and Decay, but whatever 
c<>ntrrfautes to enfeeble and enervate us j not 
only wfeat has a direfj tendency to haiften our 
End, but likewife what feffens our Aftivity, 
if^hat abates our Vigour and Spirit.-^That 
we fhould alfo avoid wiiatcver is, in any wife, 
pr^judkial to. a due Confideration oif things, 
and a right Judgment of them ; whatever can 
hinder the Underftanding from properly in- 
fonming itfclfi and the Will fix>m a ready com- 
pliance whji its Direftions. We muft be in- 
tent on fueh a Ddfcipline of ourfelyes, as wilj 
procure uis.the fiiUeft ufc of our Frame, as will 
papacitate us to receive from it the whole of 
the Advantage it is qapable of yielding us ; fd, 

t Ilia pcrfeSa atque plena (fententia) eorum, qui cum 
de homins fummo bono quaererent, nuilam in eo neque 
animi, neque corporis.partem vacuaxn tucela rdiquerunt. 

I ?xer- 



^/ T I M E. II 

exerc^g tbe Members of our Body, cojifult- 
ing its conveniences, fupplying its Wants, that 
it iway b? tbe kaft b^rdenfbme to us-r-^That 
noae of ite Motions npay, through any fault 
of Qurs, be obftruded, none of its Parts inr 
jured-'^.That it may be kept in as unimpajr'd, 
as athletic; a ftat^, as our End^vours can pro- 
cure, 9fid all it^Funftions performed with the 
utmoft exadlnefs and rcadinefs ; fo guarding, 
likewife, againftthe impieflionsof Senfe, and 
Delufivenefs of Fancy, . fo compofing our 
Miodsi purifying thena, divefting them of all 
corrupt Prejudices, that they may be in a 
difpQi&Uon equally ftvourablc to themfelves^ 
and to our Bodies* '-'-^ That they may not 
be betrayed into iwift^lces, dangerous to the 
Wellfare of either -r—^That they miy be iA a 
condition to difcerp what is becoming us, what 
is fitteft for us ; defirous of difcovering it, and 
prepared to be influenced by it. 

We are thus to feck our naoft perfeft State, 
fuch as allows us the freeft ufe of our feveral 
Powers, a full Liberty ^^r the due Application 
of them. And the Ability thus to apply them, 
muft be in order to our doing it, to our re- 

* Quioquid animum crcxit, etiam corpori prodeft. Sen, 

C 4 receiving 
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cciving from them whatever Service they can 
cffea:, 

•f As what is corporeal in us is of leaft Ex- 
cellence and Value, our Care, in general, about 
it fhould bear a proportion to the little Worth 

it has in itfelf 1| Ihould chiefly regard the 

reference it has to our Underflanding, the afiift- 
?ince that it may afford pur intclkiftual Fa- 
PpUies, 

Merely to preferve our being — to pofTefs 
our Members intirc — to have our Senfes per- 
ffedl — to be free from Pain— ^to enjoy Health, 
Strength, Beauty, are butTery low aims for hu- 
man Creatures. The moft perfeft ftatc of ani- 
mal Life can never becomingly engrofs the 
Concern of a rational Nature : fitted for much 
nobler and worthier Attainments, we are, by 
that Fitnefs for them, calPd to purfue them :f . 

Ask 

'\ Sic gereie nos debemiis, non (anquam propter corpus 
vivere debeamus, fed tanquam non poffimus fine corpora. 
Sen. Ep. 14. - 

II Stultitia, confenfu omniypi philpfophorum, majqs eft 
malum, quam fi omnia mala & fortunae, & corporis ex al- 
tera parte ponantur. TuL de nat. Deorum^ 1- 3- 

Vir magnus & prudens animum diducit a corpore, & 
multum cum meliore & divina parte verfatur : cum hac 
querula & fragili, quantum necefle eft. Sen. Ep. yS. 

J Hi (Ariftippus & Cyrenaici) non viderunt, ut ad curt 
fum, equum; ad ar^ndum, boyem ; ad indagandum, ca^ 
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Ask thofe of either Sex, who rate higheft the 
recommendation of Features, Complexion, and 
Shape ■ who are moft intent on adorning 

their Perfons who ftudy moft the accom- 

pliihments of an outward Appearance ; a(k 
them^ I fay, which they think their chief En- 
dowment, and what it is that does them the 
higheft Honour? You will find them, with one 
confent, pronouncing it to be their Reafon. 
With all their Folly, they will not defend it a$ 
fuch: with their little Senfe, they will prefer 
that little to their every other fancied Perfedlion. 
The fineft Woman in the World would rather 
make Deformity her choice, than Idiocy- 
would rather have Uglinefs, than Incapacity, 
her reproach *. 

Thus, likewife, whom do we perceive fo 

nem; fie hominem ad duas res, ut ait Ariftoteles, intelltt 
gpndum, & agendum eile natum. Di Fin. 1. 2. 

Quibus expofitis, facilis eft conje£tura, ea maxUne efle 
expetenda ex noftris, quae plurimum habent dignitatis : ut 
optinue cujufque partis, quae per fe expetatur, virtus fit ex* 
petenda maxtme. Ita fiet, ut animi virtus, corporis vir« 
tuti anteponatur, &c. De Fin. 1. 5. 

Animi cultus, quafi humanitatis cibus. lb. 

Sicut aves ad volatum, equi ad curfiim, ad faevitiam ferae 
gignuntur; ita nobis propria eft mentis ^gitafio atque {6- 
Icitia. ^in£f. de hjl. Orat. 

< Stulti fine dubio miferrimi, maxime quod ftulti fiint: 

miferius enim ftultiti^ quid pofliimus dicerc? Di naf^ 
Deor. Li. 

fond 
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fond of Life, ib defirous of reaching its lengoft 
Term, that he would be willing tp fqrvivehi^ 
Underftanding ; dxat he would cbufe to live, 
after he ceas'd to reafon ? the Health aiid 
Enie, the Vigour and Chearfuln^lfs^ that ve 
often the Lunatic's Portion, would not induce 
thp mofl infirm,fickly , and coiBp^ining among 
us, to wifh himfelf i|i his flead v to wifli an 
exchange of his own diftemper'd Body, for the 
Other's diforderd Mind. 

Nor does tl>e mind only claim our chief 
Regard, as it is thusuniverfally ^fenowledg'd, 
and as it really is, the principal, the moft ex-* 
cellent, the prefiding Partpf us$ but as our 
Wellrbeing is n^ceflarily cojine^ed with giv- 
ing it this Preference *, with beftowing the 
moft of our Care and Pains upon it. 

What is beft for the Body, what is beft 
for the whole Man, can only be difcover'd and 
provided for, by our rational Faculties — ►by 
diem affiduoufly cultivated, diligently exerted, 
and then ftrengthen'd and enlarg'd. 

Our Well-being wholly depends upon the 
fufficient Information of our Underftanding-f-, 

upon 

* Quae pars optima eft in homine, in ea fitum e/Te ne* 
cede eft illud, quod quaeris optimum. Tufc. ^atji. \. 5, 

t D^mocritus, luihinibus amif&s, alba fcilicet, & atra 
difccrncrc non potent : at vero bona, mala 5 xqua, ini- 

qua 



ufioa the Light ia which '¥^ fee Things, upo« 
the Knowkdge. we have, how % they csm 
profit or hurt tia, how theBeae£t they can be^ 
^f to us may bcderiv'd from them, andho^ 
the hurt they can do us may be fifcap'd ^* 

IfI think that to be gDod^ or that to bedevil, 
which is not fuch-*— r^Qr if I know not that 
to. be good,, br that to be ev^, which is 
really fiich— ^or if i think there is more or 
lefs Good, or more er lefs Evil in any things 
than there really is— ^or if what, by a pro- 
per application, might be made of very great 
Advantage to me, I sun ignorant bow to make 
of any, or of a^ much as it would yield me— 
or if I am ignorant how to render that very little, 
er not at all^ hurtful to me, which might have 

qua ; honefta, turpia ; i^tilia, inutUia i magna, parva po« 
terat : & fine varietate colorum licebat vitere beate j lUie 
notione rerum non licebaU ' Tufc^ ^^Ji' I. S- 

Intrandum eft in rerum naturam, & penkus, quid ea 
poftulet, pervidendum. Alitor «»0ii iK^fmiet ipfos noffi^ 
pon poffumus, De Fin. I. 5. 

Non qui Sidonio contendere callidqs oftro 
Nefcit Aquinatem potantia vellera fucum, 
Certius accipiet damnum, propiufve medullis, 
Quam qui non poterit vero diftinguere falfum. 

P 'Oi 7n( ivrih i'utvitA^ ifjuhiv^if, ^^i^gi^i €^( ivrii 
afJ^A TouTi ^^omv ifi6i99»t i^ To5 "TTf^diJeiP (^\7iW oKiy«fwr^ 
7e(. Ifpc. Orat. de permut. . .. 
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its Evil cither greatly leffened ||, or wholly 
avoided : in all thefe Inftanccs, I muft, of ne« 
ceffity, be a Sufferer; my Ignorance muft 
abate much of the fatisfadion of my Life, 
and heighten its uneafinefs. 

' No one is prejudiced by his not defiring what 
he conceives to be good^ by his Difinclination 
towards it, by his Unwijlingnefs to embrace it. 
So far is this from being our Cafe, that we 
are always purfuing it. The fource of all our 
Motions, the defign of all our Endeavours is 
to better ourfelves, to remove from us that, 
which is really, or comparatively evil. 
' What alone hurts us is our Mifapprehen- 
fionofGoodJ, our miftakes about, our Ig- 
norance of, it. Let us fully underftand it — • 
have juft conceptions of it, we then (hall never 
deferve the blame of its being Icfs earneftly 
fought after, and therefore unattain'd by us. 
The excefs of our Earneftnefs after it, is, in- 
deed, ufually the occafion of miffing it. Our . 
Solicitude, our Eagernefs and Impatience are 
here fo great, that they won't allow us time 

II MiJta incommoda in vita fapientes commodoruni 
compenfatione leniunt, ftulti nee vitare venientia pofTunc, 
nee ferre prsefentia. De not. Dear. 1. 1. 

X Qui non natura, fed culpa vitiofi efle dicuntur, eorum 
vitia cooftat e faliis opinionibus^ rerum bonarum, ac ma^ 
laruni. Tufc, ^ajl. 1. 4. 

to 
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to examine appearances — to diftinguKh be- 
tween them and realities — to weigh what 
is future againft what is prefeHt — -to delibe- 
rate whether we do not forego a much greater 
advantage hereafter, by clofing with that 
which immediately offers ; or (hall not have it 
abundantly overbalanced, by its mifchievous 
confequences. 

We Want net to be put on the purfuit of 
happinefs, but we want very much to have 
that purfuit rightly directed : and as this muft 
be done, by the improvement of our rational 
powers ; we can be interefled in nothing more 
than in improving them — than in fuch an ap- 
plication of them, as will contribute mofl to 
perfect them. 

We are fo plac'd, that there are very few of 
the ohjeSii furrounding us, which may not be 
ferviceable or hurtful to us , nor is that fer- 
vice to be obtain d, or detriment avoided, 
otherwife than by our acquaintance with/A^w, 
and with ourfelves: the more exadl our know- 
ledge of this kind is, the more we leffen the 
calamities, and add to the comforts of life ^ : 
and it certainly muft be as much the intention 

of 

* Omnium rerum natura cognitii, levamur fuperfiitione» 

liberamur mortis metu, non conturbamur ignoratiooe if* 

' « rum, 
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of oar Creator, that wc fhould attain the ui* 
mofi good, which wc arc cjaj^bje of procwmg 
oarfeWes; as xkat wc fhould atteia ai^^ for 
which he has qualified us. 

Nor n the benefit arifingto ^9.>froiQ an e^- 
larg'd underflanding rradcr'd Ifcfe certMn, by 
fSbt uneafinefs^ that wc find to be the ihare c^ 
the ftudious, the contemplative^ and learned 
--Mdf them, whofe intelleduid ^tt^nments we 
chiefly admire. 

Thb Phibfopher's obfer^ation to his friend 
on h^ks^ diat it fignifies nothing ^ how many^ 
but ^hat he had, is applicable to the Know- 
ledge they communicate : What it is, and not 
how various, is the thing that concerns us. 
It may extend to a prodigious number of par- 
ticulars of XK> moment, or of very little "^ j 

t^txiy e qua ipfa horrihiles exfiftunt faepe formidines. De 
finA. I. 

Nemo repcritur, qui fit ftudio nHiil confccutus. ^in^. 
ie Inflk. Orat. 

* Noil refert quam imtltos, fed quam bonos hd}ea$. 
Stn. Ep* 45. 

t Unum ftudium vere liberalc eft, quod libcrum facit. 
Hoc fapientise ftudium eft, fublime, forte, magnanimum : 
caetera pufiHa & puerilia (unt. — — » Pius fcire velle quim 
fit (atis, intemperantix genus eft. Quid, quod ifta libera- 
Hum artium confedlatio moleftos, vtrbofos, inteinpeftivos, 
c £bi pltcentes facit, & ideo oon difcentes neceflaria, quia fu- 
fcnnoiadiidicarunt?^^^. Ep, 1. 88. 

and 
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and that extent of it gain us afl the extrava- 
^gance of applaiife, the' we have the ignorance 
of the vulgar, where it muft be of the worft 
consequence. 

Crowdikg our memory is no more im* 
proving our underftanding, than filling our 
coffers with pebbles is enriching ourfelves |j : 
and what has commonly the name of Learn- 
ing, what ufoally denominates us very karned^ 
is, really, no more than our memory heavily 
and ufeleily bnrthen'd. 

How high is the defert, in the more eaftem 
.parts, of him, who can but read and write the 
language of his country % ? A life, fpent in the 
ftudy of i/ Mcne^ (hall be there judg'd an ex^ 
ercife of Reafon moft worthy of applaufe. 
And are we in thefe fo enlightened regions, in 
this fchool of Science, as we are apt to fancy 
it^ at all more juft to rational improvements? 

II There is nothing almoft h^ done more harm to men 
dedicated to letters, than giving the name of ftudy to 
Reading, and making a man of great Reading to be the 
fame with a man of great Knowledge. Locke of the Co^- 
du£f ofibe XJnderJianding. 

De illis nemo dubitabit, quin operofe nihil agant, qui 
in literarum inutilium ftudiis detinentur : quae jam apud 
Roifiarios quoque magna manus eft. Sen. 

X Jofephus Acofta narrat— — omnem Sinarum crudi- 
tionem revera in legendo & faibendo confifterci. S$l%tU 
tkreRt.Sin. , 

We 
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We have^ indeed> no encomiums for him, ivho 
is not at a lofs about the meaning of any word, 
that his native tongue furnifhes ; but he, who 
is well fkill'd in two or three antient ones, 
will have the higheft applaufe for that fkill, 
and be confidered among them, who are di- 
ftinguifli'd by a right application of their ca- 
pacities *. In this number, we, likewife, ge- 
nerally agree to place fuch, as have pafs'd years 
in only qualifying themfelves either to cavil 
and difpute -f, or to difguife their ignorance 
on any fubjeft, or tp colour ftrongly, and com- 
mand the paflions of their hearers ||. We are 
equally favourable to them, who bufy their 
minds on difcoveries^that have no foundation:};, 

but 

* Linguae funt duntaxat vehicula icientiae. Bac9n it 
Augm. Set. 

t Dicunt veri inveniendi causi contra omnia did opor- 
ter6, & pro omnibus. Volo videre quid invenerlnt. Acad. 

Negat Cicero, fi duplicetur (ibi aetas, habiturum fetem- 
pus quo legat Lyricos, eodem modo Diale£ticos. Triftius 

inq>ti funt. ^Nihil minus convcnit, quam fubdola ifta 

calliditas, animis conantibus magna. Sen, Ep. 49. 

H M. Antonius, among other things, which he confiders 
as ordered by Providence in his favour, mentions this, 

busfuisA. I. 

X Si quis ad intuendum ea, quae magis curiolk habentur 
qukoi iana^ animum fubmiferit, & Alchymiftarum aut 

Mago- 
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but in fancy and credulity or whofe whole 

endeavour it has been to learn what this or that 
Man has dctermin d on a point, wherein he 
was as ill qualified, as themfelves, to make a 
right determination *, — or who amufe them- 
felves with -f- Theories, with trifling and vain 
fpeculations. 

Let a juft allowance be made for thefe, and 
fuch like perfons, who owe their reputation for 
learning to the prevailing miftakes about //, 
and who have really hurt their underftandings, 
by what is thus falfly efteem'd improving 

Magorum opera penitus introfpexerit, is dubitabit forfitan, 
utrum rifu, an lachrymis potius ilia digna lint. Ferulami 
Nov, Org. 

* In moribus & inftitutis Scholarum, Academianim, Cul- 
kgionun, & fimilium conventuum, quae do£^orum homi- 
num fedlbus, & eniditionis culture deftinata funt, omnia 
progreflui Scientiarum adverfa inveniuntur. LeiEtipnes 
enim &£xercitia ita funt difpofita, ut aliud ^ confuetis baud 
facile cuiquam in menCem veniat cogitare, aut contem- 
plari. Nov. Org. 

t Alius error fluit ex nimia reverentia, & quad adoratione 

^intelleftus bumani : unde homines abduxere fe a contem- 

platione naturae, atque ab experientia, in propriis medita- 

. tionibus & ingenii commentis fufque deque yolutantes. Z)« 

Augm, Scient. 1. I. 

']flt$ \^iJ\i%Wf\fiV. Xen. dtfoQ. i^ dla. Socratu, i^c. 1. i. 

D them; 
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thetn II J we then (hall have pi'oCeeded 1 ^nist 
way in removing the objedtiofi to the {Jtirfuil? 
of knowledge, cfraWh frorii theiiftlg ktvit€\t 
is of to fuch, whbfe attaihiiierits iii li wfe con- 
cur in acknowledging and admiring. 

WHEbT bur intelleaual purfuits afi ufejful, 
they are often limited to what is of leaft ufe %. 
How few of us are prompted to oufitefearci&cs, 
by the confideration of the degr66 Of HXttkt 
6f the good, derivable from them? Jt \i ht^ 
mour, fancy, or fordid * gain alohd, Aa't Ot- 
dinarily gives rife to the very Inquiries', wliidH 

II Philofophi quantu'm habent fup6h^a6it, (juafrfiiiii i^ 

ufu reccdentis ? Audi qtiaflturfi friali feciat tMAi fiiSfi^ 

litas, & quam infefta veritati fit. Protagoras ait, it ombi re 
in utramque part^nfi difputafi pblTe, ^x ^qdo : & de hac ip* 
fa, an oirihis res in uftratfi^iue part6m difj)Yrfabiris'fit, Naa> 
fiphahes ait, ex his qua& viddntur ef&, nihil m^is efie» 
<](uam non efle. Parm'enidf^s ait, 6X ^ qdx videi^lltfry 
nihil efle in untverfum. Fid. pi. Siff. tf 88. 

X Omnium gravifflm'Cf^ error in deVJatione ^Ir ulfiiftb 
doib-inarum fine confiftit. Appetunt eriim fefttftiVies fciert^ 
'fiafiW, alii ex infital Curiofitat^, & irrequifeta :— ^IFi eiriftiftia- 
tlonis gratid : alii contentiohis ergo, atqtfe iit ?ri diflcrendo 
fuperiores fint: plerique pfoptcr lucrum & viflStfhi : pattfcfflS- 
mi, ut doKum rationis divinitus datum In ufu^ hamahl ge- 
neris impendant. Bacon de Augment. Scient. 

* Meta fcicntiarum vera & legitima, non alia eft, qtiam 
ut dotctur vita humana novis inventis & copiis. At tiiYba 
longc maxima nihil ex hoc fapit, fed meritoria plane tk & 
pf ofeflbria. Vftiilam N^v. Organ. 

S are 
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Are of advantage to the wQiidj they feldom 
afp made from a regard to their proper worth, 
J^^opri the influence they can have upon ouij 
own or others happinefs. 

That the better our underftanding is in- 
formed, the better it can dired: us, muft be as 
evident to all, as that we, want to be directed 
by it. . Th? mind of man is as much aflifted 
by knowledge, as his eye by light, What*' 
ever his intelled:ual powers may be in them- 
fclves, they are to him accor4ing to his appli- 
cation of them : as the advantage, he receives 
from his fight, is according to the ufe h^ 
i^akes of it. That ignorance of his GooJ^ 
which he might, but will not, remove, de- 
prives him of it as certainly, as an utter inabi- 
lity to acquaint himfelf with it. N 

In what is the improvement of our under- 
ftandings, we may, indeed, be miftaken, as.we 
may be in what conftitutes our true happi- 
nefs ; but in each cafe we muft be wilfully fo, 
we muft be fo by refufing to attend, to confiden 

Could we by inftinft difcover our own 
good, as the brute diftinguifhes its good, all 
concern on our part, to increafe our difcern- 
ment, might be needlefs ; but the endeavour 
after this muft be in the higheft degree ne- 
ceffary, when the more clearly we difcern 
P 2 things 
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things, the more we are benefited, and the 
lefs hurt by them. Where is the Man, who is 
not made happier by inquiries, that are rightly 
diredled, and when he can fay with the Poet-|- 
tbefearch ofT'ruthy 

And moral decency hatbfWd my breaft ; 

Hath every thought and faculty pojfejl ? 
Of knowledge, as diftindt from true Wif- 
dom, it may not be unjuftly obferv'd, that 
the increafe of it is only the increafe of for- 
row II ; but of that knowledge, the purfuit of 
which exprefles our wifdom J, we may con- 
fidently aflert, that our fatisfadtion muft ad- 
vance with it. All will admit it a proof of 
wifdom, to judge rightly of what is moft for 
our intereft *, and take fuch meafures, as fuit 

t Quid vcrum atque dccens, euro, & rogo, & omnis 
in hoc fum. Hor. Ep. 1. i. i. 

I Certum eft, nullam animi anxietatem, aut perturba* 
tionem, oriri e fcientia, nifi tantum per accidens. Omnis 
enim fcientia, & admiratio, quae eft femen fcientiae, per fe 
jucunda eft : cum autem condufiones inde deducuntur, 
iquae oblique rebus noftris applicatae, vel inflrmos metus gig- 
nunt, vel immodicas cupiditates, turn demum nafcitur cm- 
ciatus, & pertarbatio mentis. Bac» de Augm. Scient, 

X Neminem invenies, qui non putet & fapientiam bo- 
num, & fapere. Sen. Ep. 117. 

Socrates banc fummam dixit eile fapientiam, bona ma- 
laque diftinguere. Sen. Ep. 7 1 . 

iy y,jVov KAKh » riir d^a^ictv^ Piog. Laert. 1. 2. 

it: 
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it : and as we are qualified for this by our 
knowledge, by the knowledge of our own 
nature, and of the properties of the things 
without us, fo far as they can contribute to our 
better or worfe ftate -f ; in the degree we are 
thus knowing, we can only be wife, determine 
rightly of what is bell, and ufe the fitteft means 
to procure it. Attainments, that ferve not to 
this purpofe, may be flighted j but for fuch as 
are requifite to it, if they principally deferve 
not our concern^ I fee not what can have any 
title to it II . It is the end of fcience or 

t Una re confummatur animus, fcientia bonorum ac 
malorum immutabili. Sen. Ep, 88. . 

' Quid eft bonum ? rerum fcientia. Quid malum eft ? 
rerum iraperitia. Ille prudens atque artifex pro tempore 
quaeque repellet aut eliget. Sen. Ep, 31, 

II Since our Faculties plainly difcover to us the being of 
a God, and the knowledge of ourfelves, enough to lead 
us into a full and clear difcovery of our duty, and great 
concernment J it will become us, as rational creatures, 
to emj^loy thofe Faculties we have, about what they are 
moft adapted to, and follow the diredlion of Nature, where 
it feems to point us out the way. For 'tis rational to 
Conclude that our Proper Employment lies in thofe en* 
quirics, and in that fort of knowledge, which is moft fuit^. 
cd to our natural capacities, and carries in it our greatcft 
iritereft, the condition of our eternal flate. Hence, I 
think I may conclude. That Morality is the proper Sci- 
ence, and Bufmefs of mankind In general. Loci's £j/av 
pn Human Under/} anding. 

D 3 know,!, 
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kndwledgCj T^LjsWilkins^ to furhifli our mintb^ 
with due conceptions, concerning the nature 
of things in general^ their differences, relations," 
dependencies, whether in themfelves they are 
cither true or falfe, good or evil ; but to be 
able to give a true judgment of particulars^ 
concerning what may be moft fit and conve- 
liient, in that great variety of cafes, Which 
we fhall nieet with in the pradicat affairs of 
life, this is properly the work of wifdom and 
prudence. 

'We are, indeed, ftartled at the very terms 
of deliberating, weighing, confidering, com- 
jparing ; we have affix'd fuch ideas to them, 
fis make them appear rather hindering the trUe 
enjoyment of ourfelv'es, than promoting it : but 
if we would not fhare the uneafiriefs, that fo 
many of our fellow-creatures lament, we muil 
not adopt their prejudices. In every point of 
confequence, we ufe more or lefs confideration ; 
and in all the pleafures that allure *, in all the 
trifles that amufe us, we are ftill making com- 
parifons, preferring one to the other, pro- 
pouncing this lefs, and that more, worthy of 
pur choice. Tho' none, if the Philofopher 

♦ Quae libido, quae avaritia, quod facinus aut fufcipltur 
tiifi confilio capto, aut fine aniihi motu, & cogitatione per- 
gcitur ? D^ nau Peor. 1. ^. 



of T I M E. 27 

O)^^ jj^liev'd, 4^1iberate on the whole of 
iyfe,iJ|lJ4o, on. jthe parts of it: and if we fail 
aotitp;^x^Rare aad reafon upon our /oievren- 
JQyfl5M?pt?, I fee not what tl?cre can be forbid- 
4i.i>gAn the ajdvi(?e to attep^d ferioufly, to exa- 
ipiA?/ fairly, and to,jielay our choice, till we 
haycjgain'd the wftrudtipn requidte to deter- 
mine it, when,tji^ .cibgea: thereof is what can 
tie iffofi ifor. .Otur. ^afe an^d fatisfadlion. 

JB5;T.it is not, perhaps, all exercife of our 
reaf^in, in a way fo.well defer ving it, that 
4i%ufts -US; it i^the degree of application re- 
quired from us, that we relifli not. 

I. We know not how to be reconcil'd to fb 
much trouble about enlarging our difcernment, 
and rejining our judgment. 

%. We (do not fee how fuch a tafk can fuit 
them, whofe whole provifion for the day is 
from the labour of it. 

3. We find no fmall part of mankind fo 
quite eafy under their ignorance and miftakes, 
diat they will npt advance a ftep to remove 
them : and what greater recommendation can 
there be of any fituation, than that they, who 
are in it, are entirely fatisfied with it ? 

I. The pains that we are to take in order 
to an advantage, that muft infinitely overba- 
lance them, we can have no excufe for omit- 
D 4 ting} 
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ting ; ^nd we are call'd to no pains for the im- 
provement of our reafon, but fuch, as cannot 
be declin d without leffening our happinefs— • 
without incurring fome evil we ihould other- 
wife have efcap'd, or wanting fome gocxi wc 
fhould otherwife have obtain'd : whatever 
has its negledt attended with thefe confe- 
quences, muft be expected from us *. ' 

a. That they are to feek knowledge, who 
are to get their bread, might feem a harfh 
leflbn; if the endeavour' to inform, hindered 
that to maintain, themfelves ^ if the knowledge 
they were to feek was any other, but cfwhat 
is bejlfor tbem^ of what can give them all the 

* How men, whofe plentiful fortunes allow them Ici- 
fure to Improve their Underftandings, can fatisfy them- 
felves with a lazy ignorance, I cannot tell : but methinks 
they have a low opinion of their fouls, who lay out all 
their income in proviffon for the body, and employ none 
of it to procure the means and helps of knowledge 5 who 
take great care to appear always in a neat and fplendid 
^ outfide, and would think themfelves miferable in coarfe 
clothes, or a patched coat, and yet contentedly fuffcr their 
minds to appear abroad in a pie-bald livery of coarfe patches, 
and borrowed flireds, fuch as it has pleafed Chance, or 
their Country Taylor (I mean the common opinion of 
thofe tliey have converfed with) to cloath them in. I will 
not here mention how unreafonable this is for men that 
ever think of a future ftatc, and their concernment in it, 
which no rational man can avoid to do fometimes. Locke's 
EfOo) on Human JJnderJlanding^ B. iv. Ch, 20. 

happi- 
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happinefs, that creatures fo conftituted can re- 
ceive. For this every one muft have Icifure ; 
* it fhould be judg d our chief bufinefs 5 h 
directs us to that very employment, from which 
we have our fupport — — • is carried on with 

it aflifts us in it gives it every confi-* 

deration, that can make it eafy and fatisfadtory 
to us. The Peafant or Mechanic is not ad- 
vised to fpend fewer hours at labour, that he 
may have more for ftudy, for reading and 

contemplating to .leave his fpade or his 

tools, for a pen or a book. No, the advice 
to him is, Obferve whatpafles, and what good 
or hurt accompanies or follows it. 

* Are the greateft part of mankind* by the necc^Qr Of 
their conditition, fubje£ted to unavoidable ignorance in 
thofe things which are of greateft importance to them? 
Have the bulk of mankind no other guide but accident and 
blind chance, to conduftthem totheirhappinelsor mifery ? 
— God has furniflhed men with Faculties fufficient to diref): 
them in the way they fhould take, if they will but ferioufly 
employ them that way, when their ordinary vocations al- 
low them the leifure. No man is fo wholly taken up with 
the attendance on the means of living, as to have no fpare 
time to think at all of his foul, and inform himfelf in mat- 
ters of Religion. Were men as intent on this, as they are 
on things of lower concernment, there are none fo enflaved 
to the neceflities of life, who might not find many vacan- 
cies that might be hufbanded to this advantage of their 
knowledge, L^ckis EJfay on Human Underjiandlng. 

Remark 
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/JRej^ark what it is, ; that pleafes yicHi .^fME^y 
for a few moments ;: and tfeea either br)i|ags 
iitimcdiai:e uneaiiners, or lays <a ^Djujidati^m i^. 
fibmef^dturc. 

: '' . :YQ«J:find: jfeyecal things of fjsrvice $p ycflij 

ab&rvc^^ which is of moft-r-wjhich .has ;no Satu 

pf inconyenience . attMiding :it^ or ryery: .littlq kf\ 

coflifmrifon ofits.adyaEbtage; :aiid if there: ^re 

fione :.4hf them withowt fome jinjCQixvempnoes^ 

whicjiihas thcfeweft— whiohiioes ygu go^ 

ant a-i>igher degree, , or for. a longer ten?! . 

.'. : You are continually with thpfe of .the faro? 

jiM4t«rB :!with . ypunfidf ; • take notice yvh^t j$ 

ferviceable or prejudicial to them ? you m^y 

learn from their experience, what your own 

Iteaches you not. Every day. will furniih fome 

other occurrence, that may be a profitable lef- 

rfpA to yoii V make it fuch \ overlook nothing, 

lhat,^ffe<as your, well-being \ attend chiefly tp 

'what concerns it. 

"Go over frequently, in your thoughts, the 

Obfcrvations yqu, have made on what will 

laiore or lefs hepefit; you \ let ^^va be fo deep- 

^ lyimprifited upon your mind, make them fo 

.familiar to yourfelf, that the offer of a lefs 

_good may oever furprife and .betray you into 

:thc negle<a:j and^ by that means, the lofs of a 

greater. 

>- : You 
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Y<*u'are;at all'times at liberty to confider 
j^urown nattire : be acquainted with it; ice 
what you can do for yourfelf— what (hare of 
yoar happincfs has no dependante on thd 
things without you— •ti4Kit ' Mcffings m^ be 
fettif'd to "you, by yotir (!)wn djfpofidons. 

* Voir ncceflkf ily flion evil : don't miftafed 
it ; be fure of what is fo; be appris'd of the 
(dfegtees of it ; be-ftiroughly inftrAdWd in thfefe, 
that a dcfire to'efcape what you eould^afil^ 
bear, may never oocSfion youa Diftr>cfs, -which 
you would pronountc inftippof table. ^ Endea- 
vour to inform yourfelf, what evil you Cannot 
too induftrioufly avoid — -what you ihould 
readily fubmit to-^ — what yeu laay- chai^je 
into good. 

He, to whofe lituation terms' like thtfe 
would be unfiiitablejiBuftJuve Reafon to feek, 
ias well as a Lively hoed. Our tnat-uual uocksv 
ftanding fits all of ni for a talk like tfiis ; ntor 
can it be inconfiftent with any'thehardeft La^ 
hour, to which our fupport wiH oblige us. 

The wholeof this fofcvere aLeflbn is this 
brief one : Do your beft for yourfelf 5 be as 
liappy, as the right ufe of the abilities, which 
<jod has given you, can make you. 

5. As for the unconcernednefs of lb great 
^ part of our Ijpecies, at their ignorance and er- 
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rprs * — r. the entire fatisfaftiori they cxprefs, 
under them : with regard to this, let it be 
'confidcr'dj that. we are no more to judge of 
good, from the praftice of Numbers, than of 
truth, ^'om their opinions. 

They throughly enjoy themfelvcs, you fay, 
Avith their litde knowledge, and many mif- 
takes. • . . 

And are any of us, in our younger years 
i)etter plea^'d,. than when ive are fuffer'd tg 

fport away our time to pafs it without the 

leaft control and inftruftion? But becaufc 

, * An tibicincs, iique qui fidibus utuntur, fuo, nop mul- 
-tituclinis arbitrio, cantus, numcrofque moderantur: vir 
fepiefhs, multo arte majore praeditus, non quid veriffimum 
fit, fed quid velit vulgus, exquiret ? An quidquam ftultiusj 
^quanfi, quos fingulos, ficut operarios^ barbarofque contem- 
nas,.eos aliquid putare cfle univerfos ? Tufc, ^aji, 1. 5. 
^ Nihil magis pracftandum eft, quam iic pecorum ritu 
•fequamur antecedentiiim gregem, pergentes non qua eun- 
'dum eft, fed qua iter. Atqui nulla re$ nos m.ajoribus ma- 
ils implicat ; quam quod ad rumorem componimur, opti- 
"misi rati ea quae'magno aflTenfu recepta funt, quorumque 
cxempla multa funt : nee ad rationem, fed ad ftmilitudinem 
Vivimus. Inde ifta t^nU coacervatio aliorum fupra alios 

.ruentiura Argumenti peftimi turba eft. Quaeramue 

quid optime hdum fit, non quid ufitatiftimum : & quid 
*rios in pofleffione feltcltatis aterna conftituat, non quid 
vulgo, veritatis peflimo interpreti, probatum fit. Vulgum 
jautem tarn Chlamydatos quam coronam voco. Sen, de Vit. 
beat, 

WC 
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we are thus pleas'd,^ are we rightly fo ? Could 
worfe befal us, than to he permitted to con- 
tinue thus agreeably unreftrain'd and unin-i 
ftrudtedf ? 

Thte man in a lethargy defires you would 
lethimdofe on: he apprehends no danger, 
when you fee the greateft: you grieve and vex 
him, when you attempt to cure him. 

Does any one, who has more fenfe than the 
bulk of his fellow-creatures, wrfli for their 
duUnefs, that he might fhare their diverfiohs 
•- — wifh for their thoughtleflhefs, that he 
might join in their mirth ? 

Could the negleSi of our rational facultim 
be accompany 'd, thrbughout our continuance 
in being, with the fatisfaftion at prefent ex- 
prefs'd by fo many under lY, this, indeed, might 
be fomething in its favour; but this is by no 
means the cafe. He, who gave us thefe fa- 
culties, and the ability to improve them, 
muft intend, that we fhould improve them : 
by fruftrating His intention, we incur His dif- 
pleafure; if we incur it, we may juftly ex- 
pedt, fooner or later, to feel the eiFedls 
thereof. 

* In lis morbis, quibus afEciuntur animi ; quo quis pe- 
jus fe habe^ minus fentit. Sm. Ep. 53. 

Nor 
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Nor is it to be thought, that the ncgleft o£ 
our reaion is, from the good we hereby fore-i 
go, its own fufficicnt punifhment, and there-, 
fore not likely to expofe us to any other. Th<p 
extenfiv^ mifcbief, occafion'd by this negled, 
forbids us to think thus— ^ It is very far from 
tormdnating in ourfelves, from making us the 
only fufferers. * Were it fo confin'd, fome 
pretence there might be, for confidering our 
mere crime as our ample punifhment. But 
fuch it cannot appear, when it does infinite 
hurt to others-r-^to our neighbourhood- — to 
our friends — to our family— to the whole 
commirUnity, of which we are members. 

What is enough for myfelf, what I C2s^ 
i(fc without, fhould be the leaft of my cou- 
ccrn. My Duty is to refledt, what I can do 
for others J how I may make myfelf of greatefl: 
ufc. We iland all largely indebted to our 
&llow-creatures \ and, owing them fo much^ 
if we negleft to qualify ourfelves for ferving 
them^ we greatly injure them. But as this ii& 
XK)t the place for purfuing thefe refledtipns, I 
will now only remark, of what deplorable con- 
fcquence it is to our Children, (whofe title to 
our endeavours for their benefit all acknow- 
kdge) that the culture of our minds is fo little 

* Nemo fibi tantum enat. S$n, tk Vit. heaU 

our 
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cHinf eiate— -^Aat we flight the rational improve* 
flSiehts, vHith' a: capacity for which ourGreati3r 
KiS fo gracteafly faVofTred us *. 

UNAPPREHENS^ivfi of the liiifchief ouf Off* 
fjirihg rifiuft neceffarily receive from our floth, 
6tir iritempferance, 'HxiA othfef o^iminal grsattfi* 
cations, we impair their frame before it ia yet 
colliplealfed 5 we eriferil ow them^ riiifery,' before 
Wd gh^e therti life. 

•f 1" H*iR reafofi feems to be watched in its 
appearance, only that it may be' applied ta ft* 
its fpcedidr corruption. Every thing thcfy arc 

* <^\ fe deterbrem facity ncm fibi tantummc^a iHkkfl, 
>fed edam omnibus els, quibus mdior fa<Slus prode/Ie poC«r 
iflct. Sen. deVit. beat. 

-f Simul atijue editi in luccfti, tn fufcepti fumus, in omjii 
c^tifttio ptavifatc, & in fumrtia opiniohurti perverfkate 
yerfftmJk* : ut paene cum ladfe nutricis errorem foxifie vidt'- 
amur« X^um vero parentibus redditi, demum magiflris tr^- 
diti fuifHis, turn ita variis imbuimur erroribus, ut vanitati 
veritastfM^hionicohfirmatac natufa ipfa cedat. Tu/. 

Utinftm liberorutn noftrorum mores non ipii perdei^ 
fiii\i6. In&ntiam fiatim deliciis folvimus. Ante pac- 
tum edrum,ii|u^m os, inftituimus Gaudemus, fi quid 

licentius dixeririU Verba, ne Alexaridrinis quidem pit- 
Aii^tehda deliciis, rifu & ofculo excipimus. Nee mirui^ ; 
nos docuimus, et nobis audierunt, nofiras arnicas, n>- 
ftros concubinos vident. Omne convivium obfcoenis cai- 
ticis ftrepit, pudenda di£iu fpedantur. Fit ex his confue* 
tu^Of deinde naiura. ^in^. 1. i. c. %. 

It 
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at firft taught to vkluei is what they cannot 
enough defpife j and all the pains, that fliould 
be taken to keep their minds from vain fears; 
are employed to introduce them. 

The chief of what our memory receives in 
our childhood, i& what our maturer age moft 
wifhes to forget. 

While we are ignorant, how hurtful it is 
to be govern'd by our paffions, our wife di- 
rectors permit them to govern us ; and thereby 
give them a ftrength, which we afterwards 
fruitlefsly lament and oppofe. To fave our 
tears, we are to have our will ; and, for a few 
moments of prefent quiet, be condemned to 
years of diftrefs. Imaginary evils we are bid 
to regard as the principal real ones ; and what 
we Ihould moft avoid, we are, by examples 
of greateft weight with us, encouri^d to , 
])raaife. 

It is, indeed, fcarcely to be conceive how 
nuch both the bodies and minds or CKldren 
faffer from the ill- informed underftanaing of 
their Parents-^—— what advantages* they lofc 
ly it— —what mifcry they feel,: and there- 
jbre, as they are the immediate objeds of our 
-care— -—as Nature has made them fuch, and 
ill the prejudice they receive from any failure 
)f ours, from any negled oft our part, in qua- 
lifying 
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ilfyliig our&lves to a^fl diom in the way vm 
ought to <3k> it^ i& really asi hijury done them by 
OS 3 we cannot thinic, that if we won't endear 
four to have juft notions of things, we are 
fu^ieiidy puniffa'd by being without them 
trrrr^ wci Qdu with Up probability fuppofe, t^t; 
if we ;u?e content to be lofers ourfdves, it witi 
be fatis&dion ^nou^ for- any diftrefs, that 
our €aa:derne& or fupin^nds is the caufe.of tq 
otbei^ mtSL to them, whpfe welf^ we liquid 
moft OMifoh. 

On what advantage it is to botib fe^des, that 
fitf parent, under whofe guidance they are ik 
their tender pars, Should not have confined 
iier thoughts to the reconunendations of ap« 
parel) fumitute, equipage->^^-^to the amufa^ 
ments in faibion^^to the forms of good breed^ 
ingft-rto the low topics of female converfation ; 
we have the moft remarkable inftanccs in the 
family of £milia. She has, for many years, 
been the wife of one, whofe ranic is the leaft 
part of hi$ merit : made by him the mother 
of a numerous offspring, and having, from his 
important and uninterrupted avocations; their 
education left entirely to her, /til they were 
qualified for ^ more extenfive inftruftion ; it 
was her ftudy , how fhe might be of the greateft 
ufe to them: they were ever under her eye : 

E her 



38 0// /i5^ Employment 
her attention to forming their manners could 
be diverted by none of the pleafures, by none 
of the engagements, that claim fo many of the 
hours of a woman of quality. She did* not 
awe, hutreafon, her children into their duty ; 
they fticw'd thcmfelves to pradife it, not from 
conftraint, but conviftion. When they were 
abfent from her — when they were in com- 
pany, where they might have been as free ay 
they pleafed, I have, with aftonifhmcnt, db- 
fcrved them as much influenced by what their 
wife Mother had advifed^ as they could have 
been by any thing fhe would have laid, had 
ihe been then prefent. In her cohverfation 
with them, Ihe was perpetually, inculcating 
ufeful truths ; Ihe talk'd them into more know-» 
ledge, by the time that they were fix or feven 
years old, than is ufually attain'd at, perhaps, 
twice that age. 

Let me indulge my imagination, and, by 
its aid, give a fample of her inftniflions 5 firft; 
to one of the females, of her femily, and then, 
to one of the male$. Leonor/\, her eldeft 
daughter, has, among her many accomplifh- 
ments, great fkill in painting. When heir 
Mother and (lie flood viewing the piSures, 
that crouded each fide of the room^ in which 
they v/ere ; Emilia dcfired to hear, what the 

pupil 
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pupil of fo eminent a mafter had to obferre 
on the works before them. Leonora began ; 
praifed the bold and animated manner in this 
piece, thefoftnefs and delicacy of that. No- 
thing could be more graceful, than the attitude 
of this figure; the expreflion in that was {6 
happy, the colouring fo beautiful, that oqc 
might truly fay of it*, To make it alive, fpeech 
alone is wanted i nor would you think even 
that wanting, were you to truft wholly to your 
eyes. Here fhe admired the fkilful diflribu- 
tion of light and fhade : there the peripedive 
was fo wonderfully exaft, that in the great 
number of objedts prefented to the eye it could 
fix on none but what had its proper place^ 
and juft dimenfions. How free is that dra- 
pery ! what a variety is there in it j yet how 
well adjufted is the whole to the feveral figures 
in the piece ? Does not that group extremely 
pleafe your Ladyfhip ? the difpofition is quite 
fine, the aflbciation of the figures admirable ; 
I know not which you could pitch upon to 
have abfent or alter'd. Leonora purfuing this 
flrain, Emilia interrupted her : Have we no* 

* Manca il parlar, di vivo altro non chiedi ; 
Ne manca quefto ancor, s'agli occhi credi* 

Tajfo Gterufalim Shrat. 

E a thing, 
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thing/ Ghild, but exadnefs here ? 1% every' 
thing before us quite finifhcd and faultlefe ? 
Tou will be pleas'd, Madam, to rcfleft ort 
^hat you have (o often inculcated. Thai ont 
would always chufe to be fparing m cerifiiiie,- 
and liberal of praife- — ^That commencbrtiort, 
freely beftow'd on what deferves it, credits 
alike our Temper atnd our Underftanding. - 
This I would have yciit netrer forget* But 
I am here a learner ; in that light you are how' 
io confider me ; and, as your French- mailer 
taught you pronunciation, nbt only by ufing 4' 
right, but by ittlitating your wrong one j mik- 
ing you by that means more fenfible, whetc 
the difference lay ; fo, to qualify me for a judge 
in painting, it will riot fufRce to tell me, whcirtf 
the artift has fucceeded, if you obferVe^ not,' 
llkewiie, where he has mifcarry*d. 

Leon'ora then proceeded to (hew, where 
the (frawmg was inoiiteflE — the attitude un- 
gracefiil — thfe' cojhitne ' ill preferv'd -e-^ the 
drdonridhce irregular -i— the contoiirs harfh 

• — the light too ftrong the (hade too 

deep ; extending her remarks, iri thi^ way," to 
a great number of pieces in the colieftion. You 
have been thus far, hiterpos'd Emilia, my in- 
ftr-Uiftor ; let me now be yours. Suppofe your 
own portrait here. In tlie fame manner, that 
5 you 
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you WQwld cKamine i/*, judge of the original. 
This you ought to do, jCbce it will be done 
by otiers; and the more Wexniiljcs /ou dif* 
coy^, the fewer you will probably leave few 
fiem to reproach you with. The laults in the 
pidure jpay he Mown to him, who drew 
it, and yfet be fufFcr'd to appear, froni his in- 
ability to corredl them ; but when you difqern 

' wJiatisfaultyinyourf8tf,;ifyouqftnnot^mend| 
you can, often, conceal it. Hei^ yo^ have 
the advantage o£ the painter; in another rci- 
i(pe(St, he has it greatly of you. Not one in .a 
thouf%iid:i6.aiii^(%eofthejfe7^^^^^ in his per- 
formaooe; and t^ensfbre, even when mofiymzj 
be objected to him, ,he,ihall pafs^ in common 
eileem^ for an excellent artift. But let the 
woman be at no pains to remove or hide her 
defeifts, which.muft be the cafe when they arc 
imattended to by: her, all who cgnverie with 
herare judge£}of:them5 when ihcpermits them 
to be feen, they 9^c fure to be cenfijred. . 
; You have fufficiently convinced nae, to how 

many things the painter muft attend -. 

againft what various miftakes he has to guard : 
each of your criticifais on him may be a leiibn 
.to yourfelf i every blemiih or beauty, in any 
part of his works, has fomcthing cprrefpondent 
Jpitinjiumau life. 

E 3. The 
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Th* Defign is faulty, not only when the 
end we proppfc to durfelves is confeffedly crl» 
tninal, but when it is low and niean j when, 
likewifc, we let our time pafs at random, 
without jany concern for what reafon and duty 
require J but as caprice, pr humour, orpafllon 
fuggefts. 

• We offend againft Proportion, when we' 
arrogate to ourfelves the defert we want, or 
over- rate what^ay be allow'd us — when 
we hate not what is really evil j or when our 
affcdiions are plac'd on what is not our proper 
good. You remember the diffedion of a fe* 
male heart in the Spe0atori I refer you to it, 
that I may fpare my own reflexions on what 
would furnifh copious matter for no very 
pleailng ones^ 

Your Ladyftiip will pardon me for inteN 
rupting you } but I can't help thinking, that the 
head ai|d heart of a Beau, or Country 'Squire, 
would furnifti as much folly and corruption, 
as the head and heart of any wom?ui in the 
Kingdom • 

We (hall never, Child, become better, by 
thinking who are wo; fe than ourfelves. If the 
charge qpqn us be juft, vfz fhould confider 
how to got cleiu: of it, and not who are liable 
to one equally reproachful. Were I to. bid 

y9^ 
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you wafh your face, would you think yourfelf 
juftify'd in not doing it, becaufe you could 
fliew mc a woman of rank with a dirtier ? But 
to the purpofe. 

That Expreffion, any failure in which yon 
would, as a judge in painting, treat without 
mercy, is, in Morals, violated by whatever is 
out of charaSter. All inconfiftency in prac- 
tice—in profeflion and pradlice ; every thing 
unbecoming your fex — your education — ^ 
your capacity — - your ftation, deferves the , 
fame cenfure, that the pencil meets with» when 
it errs . in Expreffion. 

Sk I LL in the Diftribution of light and fliade, 
or the clair^obfcure^ as, I think, the term of 
art is, J fhould apprehend refembled by pru- 
dence 5 which teaches us, tp ftiew ourfelves in 

the moft advantageous point of view brings. 

forward and brightens our good qualities, but 
throws back and obfcures our defeats- ■ 
fufFers nothing to diftinguifli itfclf, that will 
be to our difparagement j nor /hades any thing, 
that will credit us. 

By Ordonnance is meant, I conceive, the 
manner of placing the feveral objedts in a piece, 
or the difpofition of them with refped to the 
whole compofure. And what can be fitter fop 
pSj than to confider where we are^ and to aj^». 

£ 4 pear 
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fear ac'cordihgly ?• The civilities, that wc left 
de^htly {hewn in the Church, it would be a 
great mdecomm to jacgledt in the df&'wing- 
room. The freedom, that wilLgain you the 
Jiearfs <£ your i«feribr&, ihall, if ufed tow^ds 
Ihofe of a higher rank, make you.hetbfought 
the worft bred woman in th6 world. Let 
the feafon for it be difregarded, your cheer- 
fukefs Ihall be dSkn&vc ■ "> ■ ■> your gravity 
feem ridiculous**— your witibringyour fcnfe 
Into (^Hieiliofi, anfd your very friendlieft inter- 
|:iofition be diought not {o much -z proof df 
your affedtion, as of your impertinence. 'Tis 
the iright placing of things that ^ws our dif- 
€retiQa*'~-*^that keeps us clear of difficuk 
ties— that raife? our credit — ^that p-in-^ 
cipft% contributes to giv^ any of our de%n6 
iUcceis. 

To Be^ufy Ui colouring carrei|K)nds, per* 
hap&, good nature, improved l^ good breeding. 
And, ce^tainly^ as the canvafs could fuirnifh no 
defign fb well faftcyM, no draught foconrcift, 
but what would yet fail to.pleafc, and would 
even difguft you, Vrere the colours (if it ill-r 
unite4-^not fuftain'd by each other-t-void of 
their due harmony.]; fq both fenfe and virtue go 
but a little way in our* recomraendatbn, if they 
appear joot. to their proper adva(itage^;iii an ^«* 
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Gnefy of bdbaviour— «m loft asid gentle man* 
Bors^ and l^ith all the graces of agabUilTfj 
o^ptefy, and <^ompkii&fM:e. I fee, ly)r your 
failing, yt)tt«re facisfy'd^ you can't be accus'd 
of bekig ^ bad <:ol0urift. Believe me, you have 
tbctti gain'4 ^ very material point s and che,more 
concerns yDu^have in the world, the more 
proo& yott will find of its ino^portance. 1*11 
drop this fa^e£l;^ when I have iaid ito yoq. 
That if to.make a^ood ;pi£ture is iiich a com* 
pHcftted taflc, requires ib much attention, fuch 
eitenfive ebfcrvatiott — ^if an error, in «iy of 
the principal parts of paintiQg, fo offends^ takes 
off £b gready from the merit of the piecer^— 
if he, who :is truly an artift^ overlooks nothitig 
that would be at all a blemi(h to his perforoi* 
ance, and would call each trivial inde^ofum, 
a fault ; Think, Child, what care, about tb», 
Qnginal, ought to equal this^ ibr the Portraic 
—of what infinitely greater ^onftquetice k 
muft be, tohave^veiy thing ri^ widhinrour-. 
^Ives, than to give. a juil ^^leanance iotfae 
things withdtitrua; and how much fefs^don^- 
ably any viobtion of decorum wouldibechacgH 
on your life, than' on your pencil. 
, THBmoftfinlih'drepreiiimtationoDly)pleafes 
by its correfpondence to what it repoefents^ a« 
Nature well i<nitatcd i and if juftods, in meer 

rcpre- 
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reprefentation and imitation, can have the 
charms y^u find in it; you may cafily conceive 
the ftiU greater delight, that muft arife from 
beholding the beauties of Nature itfelf ; fuch, 
particularly, as the pencil cannot imitate — r^ 
the beauties of rational Nature, thofe which 
the pofleflbr gives hcrfelf- — which are ten* 
theufand times to be preferred to any^ in her 
outward fymmetry — which, how highly fo- 
ever they may adorn h^, profit her ftill more ; 
and are not (Hily to her own advantage, but to 
that of the age, in which (he lives, and, poiS- 
bly, of remoteft generations. 

My concern, to fee you this fair, unble- 
miOi'd Original, makes me flrangely unmind- 
ful on what topic I am got. There, furely, can 
be n© proof wanting, how much a wife and 
good woman excels any portrait 3 or excels any 
woman, who has but the merit of a portrait, 
«-*^a fine appearance. 

. In this way Emilia takes each opportu« 
pity to form the manners of her Daughter — • 
to give her Aroughout jufl and reafonable fcn« 
timents, and difpofe her to the exad difcharge 
of her duty,. in every relation. 
. LEONORAy thus educated, has the fools, 
jind the follies of the age, in their due con- 
. jempt— judges wifely —a^s prudently — is e«re» 

ufefqlly 
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ufcfully or innocently employed— can pafs her 
evenings very chearfully, without a card in 
her hand— can be perfedly in humour, when 
(He is at home, and all her acquaintance at 
the aiiTembly s and feems likely to borrow no 
credit fronii her family, which (he will not 
fully repay. 

We willdifmifs the Daughter, and repre- 

fent £mi;«ia parting with her Son, in temi»s 

like thefc. I am now to take my leave of you, 

for one campain at leaf):. It is the firfl you over 

ferv'd ; let me advife, and do you ad, as if it 

would be your lafl : the dangers, to which you 

will be expos'd, give both of us reafon to fear 

it : if it pleafe God that it fhould be fo, may 

you not be found unprepared, nor I unrefign- 

cd ! This I am the lefs likely to be, when you 

have had ffiy beft coimfel, and I your promifc 

to refleft upon it. He bowing, and afTuring 

her, that whatever fhe fhould be pleafed to fay 

to him, he would carefully remember it 5 fhc 

proceeded — I could never conceive, what iii* 

duc*d the Soldier to think, that he might take 

greater liberties, than the refl of mankind. He 

is, 'tis true, occafionally fubjcdled to greater 

hardfliips, and he runs greater hazards^ but 

by a lewd and y icious life, he makes thofe hard- 

(hips abundantly more grievpus^ than they 

Qthq:* 
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otherwife would ^c — ^hc difqualifies himfclf 
to hear thcoj. What wwld you think of Jws 
»dtS|( whoi, bocaufe lie is to be much in the 
cold, fits, as often as he c»n^ clofe xo the fire ? 
An Jiabitual ibbricty and regularity of man- 
ners is, certainly, 'the bcfl: prcfcrvative of -that 
vigorous conftitution, \yhich makes it leaft un- 
eafy to endure fatigue and cold^ hunger and 
<hirrL 

The dangers to which the Soldier is^xpos'd^ 
arefoiar from excufinghis licentioufiiefs, when 
hejuas no enemy near him ; that they ought to 
be confider'd, as theibongeft motive to con- 
form him&l^at all times^ to the rules of rear 
fonMtid religion. A praake^ecable to them 
is the heft fiipport of his /pints, and the fureft 
provifion fi^r his fafcty — ^It will effedually 
remove \^ lears, and can Alone encourage 
his Jbopes: nothing bvit it jsan give him .any 
cbmibrtable ej^pedatiiNi, if what threatens hina 
ibould befall him. He, who is fo muph in 
danger, ought to be properly /!;?;» Vagainft it; 
;md this he can never be, by refleding on the 
women he has corrupted — ron his hours of 
4ntemperance, or on ^y other of his extrava- 
gancies. You won't, perhaps, allow, that he 
wants the armour I would provide him ; be- 
^ufe he never knows tlie apprehenfions, which 
... require 
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fdqmcit. But lam oonfidermg what kisapi- 
prehcnfions ought to be, not what they are. 
The nature of things will not be alter d, by his^ 
Opinion about them. 

It is granted, that a Sofdier's life is, fre« 
qucJntly, in the utraoft haztird*, and the que- 
ftitJii is iiot, htjw a thonghtlefs, ftupid, abfur* 
crttrture ihould behave, in fudi a fituatkm ; 
but, what ihould be done m h, by a man of 
prudence aftd fenfe ? I fay, he will attend to Ac 
value of what he bazards-^^to the cohfei- 
^iiiitxce of its fofi ; and, if found of very great, 
he wili fd aft,, that the lofs thereof may be, if 
poflib!e,fonitt or other vray made up to him, or 
accompany'd with the feweft inconveniences. 
Ittflaifibilrty of danger is die merit of a bull-* 
dog. True courage fees danger, but defpifcs it 
OTily from rational motives — from the confi* 
derations of duty. There can be no virtue ifl 
expoflng life, where there is no notion of its 
value; you are a brave man, when you fully 
underftand the worth of life, and yet, in a good 
caufe, difregard death. 

IiP, thus, to be ready to die is commendable; 
wholly from the caufe that ttxakes us fo 3 I dd^ 
not fee how fuch an indifference to life, wheh 
honour calls you to rifk it, can Confift with 

pafGng 
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pafling it, at aay feafon, immorally and dUlo- 
lutely. 

Here's a gallant Officer, who will rather 
be kiird, than quit his poft — >-than be want- 
ing in the defence of his country I Is not this 
a fine refolution in one who, by his excefles, 
makes himfelf every day lefs able to ferve his 
country; or who fets an example, which, 
if follow'd, would do his country as much liiif - 
chief, as it could have to fear from its mod: 
determin'd enemy ? 

The inconfiderate and thoughtlefs may 
Uugh at vice — may give foft terms to very bad 
a£^ions, or fpeak of them, as if they were ra- 
ther matter of jeft, than abhcnrence : but who- 
ever will refled whence all the mifery of man- 
kind ariies— *what the fource is of all the di- 
ftrefs we lament ; he cannot but own, that 
if any thing ought to make us ferious— • 
if we ought to deteft any thing, it (hould be 
tbat^ from which fuch terrible efFeds are de- 
rived. 

For the very fame reafon, that we prefer 
health to ficknefs — eafe to pain, we muft 
prefer virtue to vice. Moral evil feems to me 
to have a neceflary connection with natural. 
According to my notion of things, there is no • 
crime but what creates pain, or what has a 

tendency 
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tendency to create it to others or oiirfelves: 
eveiy criminal is made Aich, by doing ibme- 
thing, that is dire;dly, or in its confequencesy 
hurtful to himfelf^ or to a fellow-^creature. 

Is not here a foundation o£ Religion, that no 
pbjcftions can affcd ? Deprive us of it, you 
deprive us of the only efFedual reftraint from 
thofe practices, which are mod detrimental tQ 

the world you deprive us of virtue, and 

thereby of all the true happinefs^ we have here 
to exped:. 

. To charge Religion wldi the mifchief, oc-* 
cafion'd by miftakes about it, I think full as 
impertinent, as to decry Reafon, for the wrcxig 
ufe that has been made of it ; or Government, 
for the bad adminiftration of every kind ofit^ 
in every part of the world. What (hall prove 
to the advantage of ihankind, will, in all cafes^ 
depend upon themfelves : that which is, con- 
fcffedly, moft for it, in every inftance you can 
think of, you fee occalionally, abus'd ; and by 
that abufe becoming as hurtful, as it would, 
otherwife, have been beneficial. Controvcrfy 
I hate 5 and to read books of it as ill fuits my 
leifure, as my inclination: yet I do not profeff 
a Religion, the grounds of which I have never 
confider'd. Upon the very fame grounds that I 
am convinced of the truth of Religion in ge» 

neral, 
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ncral, I am convIncM of the truth of Clxriftiani^ 
ty. The good of the worfd is greatly pro- 
moted by it. If we would take Chriftiatiity 
for our guide throughout, we couM not have 

a better we could not have a furer to all the 

happineft, of which our prefent flate adnfufi^^ 
Its finaplicify may have been dilguis'd — .itt 

intention perverted its doftrtec^ nu^dpre^ 

fented.and conclufions drawn^fuitingrather thi 
inter^ or ambkion of the Expofitor, than ^ 
^ diredtions of the Text: but when 1 refort to 
the rule itfelfj— when I find it aflferting, that 
the whole of my duty is to lovie God above aK 
things, and my neighbour as myfelf * — hb^ 
live always mindful by whom I am fent int^ 
an5 preferv'd in, die world, and always dUi 

* Reli^QQ i$ a cenflant» fixed, pcnnaiicnt> immutabk 

thing. »True Rtligu>n was^ a^d ia, and ever will \k 

the fame in fubftance in all countries, and among all (brtjs 
of Men whatfbever; and the fum of it is — To lovetht 
Lord our God, vvidi all our hearts, and with all our miada^ 
andwidi all our ftrength ; and next to diat, tolov? QVT 
neighbour at ourfelves. — -—In our Saviour's iafiitutioa^ 
there is hardly any ong thing recommended to us, that dotb 
Hot dire^ly relate to this matter \ that is not either an in* 
ftance wherein we are to expreis our love to God and our 
nei^bour, or a means whereby we may be further'd 19 
thepra^tifing of-thoie duties, or an argument and'motive^ 
and encouragement to excite us to the pradtifing of them. 
Sitfr. Serni. vol. iv. ' " ^ 

■ •• ' pos'd 



pos'dto do in it the uttQOft good ki my power; 
i can no more doubt, wheth^ this is the voice 
of my Creator, than i can doubt, whether it 
muft be Us mll^ that, when he has made me 
a reafonabk creature, I (Qxould adt like one. 
Bat I win drop a Topic, on which I am fure 
your Father ipuft have fufficiently enlarged : 
I can only fpeak to it more generally ; DificuU 
4ies and Oije&ions 1 muft leave him to obviate; 
jret thus much I will confidently affirm, that 
if you won t adopt an irreligious Scheme, 'til 
you find one clear of them, you wiU continue 
as good a Chriftian^ as it-has been our joint care 
to make you. I pray God you may do fo. He 
idiat wojild corrupt your" principles, is the ene- 
my you have moft to fear ; .an enemy who 
means you worfe, than any you will draw your 
iwojd againft. 

When you are told, that the Soldier's reli^ 
gion is his honour, obforve the pradiqe of 
them, from vdiom you hear it ; you'll fooa 
then hav^ proof enough, that they .mean little 
more by honour, than what is requifite to keep 
oc advance their cDmrniflions-*— that .they 
areiUU, in thcirown opinion, men of nice ho* 
Hour, tho* abandon'd to the grofleft ienfuality 
and excefs, tho' chargeable with ads of the 
ibttleft perfidy and injuftice— that the honour 

F by 
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by which they govern thcmfelves, diiFers as 
widely from what is truly fuch,* as humour 
from reafon. True honour is to virtue, what 
good breeding is ,to good- nature— the poliihr 
ing, the refinement of it. And the more you 
think of Chriftianity, the more firmly you will 
be perfuaded, that in its precepts the ftri&eji 
rules of honour are contain'd. By thefe I, cer- 
tainly, would have you always guided ; gnd, 
on that very account, have reminded, you of 
the Religion, which not only fhews you th€m» 
but propofes the reward likelieft to attach yoa 
to them. I have done. Take care of yourifelf. 
You won't fly danger j do not court it. If the 
one would bring your courage into queftion, 
the other will your fenfe. The ra{h is as ill- 
qualified for command, asi the coward. May 
every blefling attend you ! And to fecure your 
happinefs, live always attentive to your duty; 
Reverq^ce and obey him, to whom you owe 
your Being, and from whom muft come 
whatever good you can hope for in it. Adieu. 
I can't fay, it would fufficiently comfort me 
for your lofs, that you died with honour; but 
it would infinitely lefs afHi(St me, to hear of 
you among the dead, than among the profli*- 
gate. 

What 
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What has been the ifllie of inflrudiooS) like 
thef^ from both Parents? Scipio, for fo we 
will call the worthy man, from the time he 
received his commiffion, has alike diftinguifh'd 
himfelf, by his courage and his conduift. The 
greateft dangers have not terrify 'd, the worft 
examples have not corrupted, him. He has 
approved himfelf difdaining by cowardice to 
JLecp life^ and abhorring to ftiorten it by ex- 
ccfs: the bravery, with which he has ha- 
zarded tX is equaird by the prudence, with 
which he pafles it. 
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Cum animus, cognitis, perceptifque virtutibus, i corporis 
obfequiO) indulgentiaque difccflerit, voluptatemqiie, &^ 
cut labem aliquam decoris opprefl^rit, omnemque inor«- 

. tit, d^lorifque tim&ccm effngjcrit, ibcieUtemque caritatis 
eoicrit cum Tub, omnefque nature conjundtos, fuos dux* 
crit, cultumque Deorum, & puram religipnem fufcepe- 

rit quid eo dici, auC excogitari poterit beatiusf 

TuU. de legfitts, 1. 1. 

MO NG the Indians there is! an 
excellent fet ofmen^ called Gymno 
fophifts: tbefe I greatly admire^ 
not asJkilP din propagating tbevine 
^''-^in the arts of grafting or agriculture. 
Tkey apply not tbemfelves to till the ground—^ 
tQffareb ^ter g»ld-^-^t$ kreak the ^/;/^— 

F 3 to 




58 On the Employment 

to tame the butt — to Jhear or feed Jheep or 
goats. What then engages tbem ? Tbat wbicb 
is preferable to all tbefe^ Wifdom is the pur- 
fuit as well of the old men^ the teachers*^ as of 
the youngy their difciples. Nor is there my 
thing among them^ that I fo much pf^ife^ as 
their averfion to Jloth and idlenefs. 

When the tables arejpready before the meat 
isfet on them^ all the youth\ ajembling to their 

mealy are ajk'd by their Majiers In what 

ufeful tajk they have been employ' d^ from funr 
rifing to that time ? One reprefents himfelfas 
having been chofen an Arbitrator ^andfucceeded^ 
by his prudent management^ in compofing a dif^- 

ference in making them friends^ who were 

at variance. A fecond had been paying obedience 

to bis parents commands. A third had made 

fome difcovery by his own application^ or learn' d 

fomething by another's infruSfion. The reft give 

an account oftbemfelves in the fame way. 

He who has done nothing to deferve a dinner, 
is turned out of doors without one. 

Dippii?G into Apuleius for my afternoon's 
amufement, the foregoing pafTage was the laft 
I read, before 1 fell into a dumber, which ex- 
hibited to me a vaft concourfe of the fafhion- 
able people at the court-end of theTowiij under 

the 
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th$ exatnination of aOymnofophift, How they 
had pafs'd their morning ? He begun with 
the men. 

Many of them acknowledged, that the 
morning, properly fpeaking, had been near 
gone, before their eyes were open'd. 

Many of them had only rifen to dreft- — 
to vifit — -to amiife themfclves at the drawing** 
room or cofFee-houfe, 

Some had, by riding or walking, bceii con-* 
fulting that health at the beginning of the day, 
which the clofe of it would wholly pafs in im- 
pairing. 

Some, from the time they had got on their 
owncloaths, had been engag'd in feeing others? 
put on theirs ——in attending Levees — ^in 
endeavouring to ptocure, by their importuni-^ 
ty, what they had difqualify'd themfelves for, 
by their idlenefs. 

Some had been early out of their beds, but 
it was becaufc they could not, from their ill 
luck the preceding evening, reft in them; and 
when rifen, as they had no fpirits, they could 
not reconcile themfelves to any fort of appli- 
cation. 

Some had not had it in their power to do 

what was of much confequencc: in the former 

part of the morning, they wanted to fpeak 

F 4 with 
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with thdf tradefmen ; lAd in the latter^ they 

could Bot be deny'd to thek friends. 

Others, truly, had been reading, but read^ 
ing whit c6tild tnake them neither wiier nor 
better, what wis not worth thek rememfoar^ 
ing, or what they fhould wHh to forge):. 

It gifiev'd me to heir fo many of eminent 
rank, both in the fta and land fervice, giving 
an account of themfelves, that levell'd them 
with the bieahefl under their Command. 

SEvfRAL appeared with an ak expreiling 
the fulleft confidence, that what they had xa 
fay for themfelves would be to the philofb-* 
pher's entire (atisfa£tion« They had been em- 
ployed, as Virtuofi ihould be— ^ had been 
e:ii^6ifiBgthek fkill in the liberal arts, and en^^ 
couraging the Artiiis. Medals, Pictures, Sta- 
tues had undergone their examination, and 
been their purchafe. They had been inquking 
what the Literati oi France^ Germany^ Italy ^ 
^ had of late publifh'd > and they had bought 
what fuited their refpedtive tafbs. 

When it appeared. That the compleating 
a Roman Series had been their concern, who 
had never read over, in his own language, a 

Latin hiftcdan That they who grudged 

no expencc for Originals, knew them only by 

heaiiay 
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heaifay from their worft copies—*—* That 
the very peribns who had paid (o much lor 
the art of R ysbr ack, upon Sir ANDREw*s/«rfg- 
ment^ would, if they had followed thdr awn^ 
have paid the fame fum for the labour of Bird 
- ■ T hat the book^buycrs had not laid out 
their money on what they ever proposed to 
read) but cm what they had heard commended, 
and what they wanted to fit a fhelf, and fill a 
Libr^iry, that only ferv'd them for a breakfaft<>- 
room -f; this ckfs of men the fage pronounced 
the idleft of ah idle people, and doubly blame* 
able, as wafting alike their time and their for* 
tune. 

The follies of one fcx had fo tir'd the Phi- 
lofopher, that he would fulFer no account to 
be given him of thofc of the other. It was 

* Parentibus, nee minus fratribus praefenxnt (pueri) panro 
sere empta monilia. Quid ergo inter nos & illos intereff, 
m Arifto ait, nifi qu5d nos circa tabidas & ftatuas infant- 
mu8, Cariut impti. Sen* Ep. ii5, 

t Plaerifque ignaris etiam fervUium litterarum^ lihn 
Qon ftudiorum inftrumenta, fed coenationum ornamenta 

funt Apud defidiofiffimos videbis, quicquid orationuni 

hiftoriarumque eft Inter balnearia & thermas, biblio- 

Iheca quoque, ut neceflarium domus ornamentum expoli- 
tur. Ignofceram pl^ane, fi e ftudiorum nimia cupidiute 
oriretur. Nunc ifta cxquiiita, & cum imaginibus fuis 
defcriptafacrorum opera ingeniorum, in Ipeciem & cultum 
parietumcomparantur, Stn. 

ealy 
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eafy for him to guefs, how the Feniales muft: 
have been employed, where fuch were the ex- 
amples in thofe, they were to honour and obey. 

For a fhort fpace there was a general filence. 
The Gymnofophift at length exprefs'd himfelf 
to this e£Fe<3:. You have been reprefented to 
me as a people, who would ufe your own rea- 
fo n who would think for yourfelves ■ ^ 
who would fredy inquire^ form your opinions 
on evidence, and adopt no man's fentiments 
merely becaufe they were his. A charadler, 
to which, for ought I can find, you are as 
ill entitled as, perhaps, moft nations in the 
univerfe. The freedom, with which great 
names are oppos'd, and received opinions 
queftion d hyfome among you, is, probably, 
no other, than what is us'd hy fome of every 
country, in which liberal inquiries are purfu'd. 
The difference is, you fafely publifh your fen- 
timents on every fubjed j to them it would be 
penal to avow any notions, that agree not with 
thofe of their Superiors. But when you thus 
pafs your days, as if you thought not at all j 
have you any pretence to freedom of thought ? 
Can they be faid to love Truth, who fhun 
Confideration ? When it feems your fludy to 
be ufelefs, to be of no fervice to others or 
yourfelves— —-when you treat your tinae as a 

burthen. 
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burthen, to be eas*d of ^hich is your whole 

concern * when that fituation, thofe cir- 

cumftances of life are accounted the happieft, 
which moft tempt you to be idle and infigni- 
ficant J human nature is as much di(honour*d 
by you, as it is by any of thofe people, whofe 
favagenefs or fuperftition you have in the 
greateft contempt. 

Let me not be told, how well you approve 
your Reafon by your arguments, or your fenti- 
ments. The proper . ufe of Reafon, is to a<ft 
reafonably. When you fo grofly fail in this, 
all the juft apprehenfions you may entertain, 
all the right things you may fay, only prove 
with what abilities you are form'd, and with 
what guilt you mifapply them. 

The Sage here railing his arm with his 
voice, I concluded it advifeable, not to ftand 
quite fo near him. In attempting to remove 

* Omnia licet quae unquam ingenia fulfenint, in hoc 
unum confentiant, nunquam fatis banc humanarum men* 
tium caliginem mirabuntun Pracdia fua occupari a nul« 
lo patiuntur : & ii exigua contentio eft de modo finium, 
id lapides & arma difcurrunt. In vitam fuam incedere 
alios finunt, immo vero ip(i etiam poileflbres ejus faturos 
inducunt«— — Aftri£ti funt in contincndo patrimoniq* Si- 
mul ad temporis jaduram ventum eft, profixfiffimi in eo, 
cujus imius honefta avaritia eft. &in^ 

I 
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I ab#Qkc> and haftened to commit to wrttlog a 
Dmasn, that had fo muck truth in it; and 
therefore, exprefs'd how feafbnable it will bo 
to conlider» to what ufe of our time we are 
dired:ed ; 

First, By our prefent ftatc and condition^ 

Secx)Nx>ly, By the relatioa we bear to eadi 
other 5 

Thirdly, By that, in whkh we ftand to- 
wards the Deity. 

I. ♦ If we are rais'd above the Bmte$— ^if 
we are undeniably of a more excellent kbd^ 
we muft be made icx a different purpo& ; we 
cannot have the fJEicukies they want, but ia 

* Pertinet ad omaem oflkii qiu^bnem, femper ia 
prompCu habere, quantum natura hominis pecudibus, re- 
liquifque beluis anteccdat, Illae nihil fentiunt, nifi voldp- 
tatem, ad eamqne feruntur omni impetu : hominis autem 
sieM difcendo aliter & cogitando.«— --S qtns eft panU^ 
ad voluptatet propenfior, modo ne fit ex pecudum g^et« 
(funt enim quidam homines non re^ fed nomine) fed, fi 
quis eft pauUo eredior, quamvis voluptate capiatur^ oe- 
cultat, & diiSimulat appetitum yoluptatis, propter ver^un- 
^iam. £x quo intelUgitur, corporis voluptatem non fati$ 
efle dignam hominis praeftantia, eamque contemni, &; 
xejici oportere. > Si confideirare volumus, qu9 

£t in natura excellentia^ &dignitas^ intelligemus, quam 
fitturpe, diffiuere luacuri^, k delicate ac moUiter vivere: 
quamque honeftum, paccl^ contincntcr, fevcre, ibbrie. 
Tutt,diOffA.i. 

order 
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e^r life ^ not Ml — wh^ it is but ft round 
of ^ab^g, ickiokkig^ and peeping, as theks it 
■ n w ltCD» by ow idiefidfe And kattentioii, 
we are almoft oh a level with them, both at- 
to all £^Bk ofdvtt^ and all Bfeful knowledge 
that we poijiMsi our uioe a6i& have beca 
grievcHifly toifeteploy'd 5 there is no furttr 
tp^ of kfi havk^ bmn fp, th{t« that we 1^ 
doQe £> little^ t&^vaa(^<o«irfel¥e8 aboroliite 
herd, when ow Creator had vouchfsfed as ib 
far fuperjor a capacity. 

^ The creatiiyres below i» «e wholly ia<* 
teot oa the pleasures of Segkie* becaufe thiqr 

^uW. Diog. l0eri. 1. 7. 

Voluptatem l>eftus concedamus, aliud allquiii homuiif 
fummulh bomun'reperlendtim eft— -^ — ^Nulto modo ftiov 
liiulkn poGudfe botiwti, Jchominh, i4em mihi-videfi pieteft. 
#-— Ad altiora ^pifefam, & tug ai fican uo ra nsti fumut t 
nee id ex animi foIum.partibus» in quibus ineft memoria 
rerum innumcrabilhim ■ ineft conjeSura confeguea-^ 
tium, non multunadimadonediflbiriTi, ineft moBera* 
tor cupidicatis pudor, ineft ad humanam focietatemjufti- 
fije fida eMdBia>-«— inHhbra ipla Ikffbrqiie cdnfrdera ; 
qiii^bi,'«t^k|dib'c6r|^orts'pa]te»i ncftitromites'fct&mvir* 
tutuoi:^ fed taiifcUbittiiiiii vidtbotitiir. JVB. dffinJl^. 

are 
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are capable of no other : but as man is capa- 
ble of much higher and nobler, he muft have 
this privilege, that his purfuits may be accwd* 
ingly— that his better nature ihould be bet* 
ter employ'd. 

Were we born only to &tisfy the appetites 
we have in common with the brute kind, we 
ihould, like it, have no higher Principle to 
dired us — to furnifti us with other delights. 
All the diftindion between us, that this Prin- 
ciple can make, was, undoubtedly, intended 
by our Creator to be made ; and the lefs any 
appears, our abufe of this Principle, and con* 
fequently our oppofition to our Maker s Will^ 
is the more notorious and blameable. 

It may feem then plain, that there are ad- 
vantag^es to be purfu d, and a certain degree of 
excellence to be attained by us, according to 
iht powers that we have, and the creatures 
below us want. * How induftrious we 
ihould be, to improve each opportunity for 
^s, we may learn by attending, in the next 
place, to our uncertain^ and, at all events, 
Jbort continuance on earth. 

* Non tarn benignum ac liberale tempus natura nobis 
detur, lit aliquid ex illo yacet perdere : ct vide, quam mul* 
ta ctiam diligentiffiinis pereant. Sa.Bp.ii'j. 
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^ We are folly apprised, that by the pains 
of a fisw hours or days, no progrefs can be 
'iiiade in any thing, that has the flighteft pre* 
tence to commendation. Thofe accomplijh-^ 
mentSj that are confin'd to our fingers end^ 
what months, what years of application do 
they coft us ! And, alas ! what trifles are the 
moil: admir'd of them^ in comparifon of a 
great number of others, for which we are qua- 
lified ; and which, as they are fo infinitely 
preferable to diefe, ought to be fo much the 
wore eameftly fought ! When, therefore, the 
whole term allowed for gaining and ufing them, 
is thus precarious and fhort Jj we can have 
but a very fmall portion of it to difpofe of, as 
we pleafe — —to pafs entirely as mere fancy, 
or humour ^ fuggefts. If much is to be done 
in a very ihort time, the good hufbandry of 
it muft be confulted ; and there is no one^ 
who. cpnfiders what we, univerfally, may ef- 
feft — in how many particulars, we may be 
of fervice to ourfelves — .how much depends! 

t Unam quamlibetr^m vix ad pcrfefium adducitaffidui^ 
vigilia & intentio. Sin, Ef* 69. 

4^%*^^ yStf-tf < McdLff^Ai S'vvdLyAvti. ^tobaeus. 

"* Quatenus nobis denegatur diu vivere, relinquamus 
aliquid, quo HOI vixiflc teftemur. PUn. Ep. 7. 1. 3. 

J upon 
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vpcm our cndcffvoucs*— how nsafbry they 
Are for our attaining what fliould he mdk 
^akiVl by us ; there is, I &y» no one, who 
confiders thde things, butmufl: admit, that 
we have much CjO do, and, therefore, that 
the fcanty term >we have &r it ougltt to be 
carefiiUy mam^'d — can, indeed^ only t^ a 
|)rudeDt management, fiilEBce for the difpsUch 
offuchatafk. 

And our opportunities, for making attaiii^ 
xnents thus defireable, fhould be fb much the 
more diligently watch'd, and leadily embraced, 
as they meet with many unawidable interrupt 
iionsj even in ojir fhort life -f*. 

JEiow great a part of lOur timie is mceffarify 
loft to us-^-^is confum'd by, -diat (horter 
Death, our Sleep ! "^ We are really better 
ceconomifts than ordinary in diis inftance, if 
0nly a third part of our Life thu« pailes : and 
tm the reft of it whata large draiand h made 
by our meals-— by our juftifiable recreations 

:{• Cogita, quantum ten^poris tibi auferat mala valstudo, 
iquantum occupatio piiblica, quantum occupatio private, 
quantum occupatio quotidiaiia, quantum fomnus. Me- 
tire aetatem tuam. Sen, Ef. 88. 

* JEdimatione nodurnae quietb, dimidio quifque fpatip 
vitse fuae vivit ? Pars aequa morti fimilis ^xi^tur^ aut pcsuap, 
nifi coiitigit quics. Hn. Hifl^Ma. J. 7. 

• by 
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~— b/ the forms and civilities, to which a 
proper correfpondence with our fellow-crea- 
tures obliges us ? Add to thefe neceflary dc- 
duflions, the many cafual ones with which we 
all, unavoidably, meet ; and it will foon ap- 
pear, what an exceedingly fmall part of our 
ihort continuance on earth, we have to beftow 
on fuch purpofes of living, as alone can be of 
any credit to us ♦. 

We are further to refled, that in the fmall 
part of our life, in which we can be employ'd 
like reafonable creatures. Opportunities^ for 
doing what may be of greateft moment, are 
not always offered us ; and with fome of them, 
if loft, we never again meet. 

We depend very much on things without 
us, and over which we have no fort of com- 
mand. There may be an extraordinary ad- 
vantage derived to us from them 5 but, if the 
firft offer of this be negle<aed, we may never 
have a fecond. . 

Nor is it only the Dependence we have 
on things without us, that requires us fo care- 
fully to watch our opportunities; we have a 

♦ Quod apud maximum Poetarum more Oraculi diflum 
eft, verum die non dubitem. Exigua pars eft vitse quam 
nos vivimus. Sm. d$ brev. vita. 

G ftiU 
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i^ll more gwakpnlpg cqll, if poffible, to this, 
ixom within ourfelves~r— rfrom the reftraint5> 
tp which the exercife of our powers is fubjc<3:^ 
cd. We cannot ufe thcfe, when and as we 
pleafe — we cannot chufe ^e i\mp of life, 
wherein to avail ourfclves of oqr natural ^vir 
4owments, and to reap all the advantage, de- 
lign'd VIS jn thern. 

When we are in our yoi^th, our Bodies 
eafily receiv? whatever njien pf inptiori can re- 
qommend us : where is the found fo difficult, 
which our tongue cannot be then taught tp 
exprefs ? To what fpeed m^y our feet theix b? 
bfpughU Snd Qur h^nds, to what dexterity? 
But if we arc advanced to Manhood, before thf; 
%ming lis \fx ^y of thefe w^y? is atten^ptf d ; 
aU endf^vQur after it will th^p either b^ quit^ 
fruitlefs, or> probably, lefs (ttsqeftful, th.*R it 
would have beeii in our e^lkr y^ars j ^nd 
wh^tfver ita fiiccefs be, a much greater naighfe 
have formerly been obtain'd, with half the 
pains. 

* The very fanae is the cafe of our under- 
ftanding, of pur will and our pafiions. There 
is a certain feafon, when our minds may be en- 

t Ut corpora ac) qup&Iani membrorum fkxua fiarmaval^ 
nifi tenera, non poiTunt \ fie antmoa quoque ad p}craqufi 
^uripres robur ipfum facit, Stuin£f. Injl. Orat, 1. i. 

larg'd 
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krgy— — when a vaft ftock of ufeful truths 
may be acquir'd — when our paffions will 
readily fabmit to the government of reafon— 
when right principles may be fo fix'd in us, 
as to influence every important aftion of our 
future lives: but the fcafon for this extends 
neither to the whole, nor to any confiderable 
length, of our continuance upon earth 3 it is 
limited to a few years of our term 3 and, if 
throughout thefe we fiegle(S it, error or igno- 
rance is, according to the ordinary courfe of 
things, entaird upon us. Our will becomes 
dur law — our lufts gain ^ ftrength, which we 
afterwards vainly oppofe • vrrong inclina- 
tions become fo confH-m'd in us, that they de- 
feat all out endeavours to corredl them.^ 

II. Tfte directions for the employment of 
our time, which the relation we bear to each 
other furnifhes, are, as follows : 

SociEty is manifeftly upheld, by a circula- 
tion of kindnefs * : we are all of us, in fome - 
way or other, wanting affiftance, and, in like 
manner, qualified to give it. None are in a 
flate of independency on their fellow-creatures* 

♦ Unum debet omnibus effc propofitum, ut cadem fit 
iKflftas uniiifcujufque, & univerforum : quam fi ad fe quif- 
que r^^% diifblrtrtur omnis humana confortio. TulL di 

Gi The 
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The moft flenderly cndow'd are not a mere 
burthen on their kind ; even they can contri- 
bute their fhare to the common good ; and 
may be to the political body, what thofe parts 
of us, in which we leaft pride oUrfelves, are 
to the natural, not greatly indeed its orna- 
ments, but much for its real ufe. 

We learn what are juftly our mutual claims, 
from this mutual dependency ; that on its ac- 
coiint, as well as for other reafons, our life is 
not to pafs in a round of pleafure or idlenefs, 
or according to the fuggeftions of mere hu- 
mour and fancy, or in fordid and felfifh pur- 
fuits *. 

There can be nothing more evidently my 
duty, than that I fhould return the kindnefs I 

receive than that, if many are employ'd 

in promoting my intereft, I fhould be as in- 
tent on furthering theirs. 

•f- All men are by nature equal. Their 
common paffions and afFedlions, their com- 
mon 

* Alteri vivas oportet, fi vis tibi vivere. Haec fodetas 
diligenter & fan6le obfervanda eA, qux nos omnes omni- . 
bus mifcet, & indicat aliquod efle commune jus generis hu- 
man!. Sin, Ep, 48. 

+ Eadem omnibus principia, eademque origo. Nemo . 
akero nobilior, nifi cui reftius ingenium, & artibus bonis 

aptius. "Qui nomina familiae fux longo ordinc, ac 

multis 
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mon infirmities, their common wants give fuch 
conftant remembrances of this equality, even 
to them, who are moft difpos'd to forget it 5 
that they cannot, with all their endeavours^ 
render themfelves wholly unmindful thereof 
they cannot become infenfibky how un- 
willing foever they may be to confider^ that 
their debt is as large as their demands* — — 
that they owe others, as much as they can 
reafonably exped from them. 

But are all then upon a level muft thofc 

diftindtions be thrown down, which, being the 
chief fupport of the order and peace of fociety, 
are alfo the fupport of its happinefs ; and which 
Nature herfelf may be judg'd to appoint, by 
the very difpofitions and abilities, with which 
fhe forms us ; qualifying fome for rule, and 
fitting fome for fubjeftion ? 

That, in many inftances, we are all upon 
a level, none can deny, who regard the ma- 
terials of our bodies the difeafes and pain 

to which we are fubjeft our entrance into 

the world the means of preferving us in 

multis fiemmatum illigata flexuris, in parte prima aedi* 
urn collocant, noti magis quam nobiles funt. Unus om* 
nium parens— eft, five per fplendidos, five per fordidos 
gradus : ad hunc prima cujufque origo perducitur, Setu 
de Bin. L 3. 

G 3 it — 
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it — the length of our continuance therein-'-^-— 
pur paffage out of it* But then as it will not 
follow, that, bccaufe we are made of the fame 
materials— —are liable to the fame accidents 
imd end, we, therefore, are the fame through- 
out; neither is it a juft conclufion, that, be- 
caufe we are levell d in our dependency, we 
ihould be levell'd in our employments. 

Superiority will remain diftinftion? 

will be preferv'd, tho' all of us muft ferve each 
other, while that fervice is differently per- 
formed. 

Super iority has po fort of connexion with 
idlenefs and ufelefnefs: it may exempt us 
firom the bodily fatigue of our inferiors, from 

their confinement and hardihips: it may 

tXiXx^^ fomt to the deference and fubmiffion of 
thofe about them : but it by no means exempts 
any from all attention to the common good, 
from all endeavours to promote it -- — by no 
meaps does it entitle any of us to live, like fo 
many drones, on the indaftry of others ; to 
ppap all the benefit we can from them, and be, 
of none to them. 

It is a juft obfervatiqn of Swiff s — That be 
yirho doth pot perform the part affign'd him, 
tpwar^s advancing the benefit of the whole, 
in proportion to hi? opportunities and abiUUes^ 

is 
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is not dniy an ufclefs, but a very fnifcbi&oous 
member of the publick: Becaufe he takes his 
ihire of the profit, and yet leaves his (hare of 
the burthen to be borne by otliers, which iS 
the trae principal cauie of ixioft tiliferies and 
rpisfortunds in life. 

ThS diftinSiions of Prince and Subjeft — ^ 

noble and vulgar rich and poor, confift 

not in this, that the one has a great deal to do>, 
and the other nothing — that the one mufl: 
be always buiied, and the other may be always 
taking his pleafure, or enjoying his eafc; No, 
in this they coftfift, that thefe fevcral perfons 

are differently bufied aflift each other iii 

different ways. 

The Sovereign acquaints hinfifelf with the 
true ftate of his kingdom directs the exe- 
cution of its laws — -provides for the exa(3: 
adminiftration of juflice — fecures the pro- 
perties of his people preferves their peace, 

Thefe are his cares ; and that they may be the 
more affured of fuccefs, and have their weight 
more eafily fupported, his commands find the 

readiefl obedience a large revenue is af- 

figncd him — the highefl honours are paid 
him. It is not, in any of thefe inflances, the 
Man, who is regarded, but the Head of the 
community 5 and that, for the benefit of the 
G 4 com- 
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community for the fecurity of its quiet, 

and the furtherance of its profperity *. 

The Nobility have it their taflc, to qualify 
themfelvcs for executing the more honourable 
and important offices of the commonwealth, 
and to execute thefe offices with diligence and 
fidelity -f*. The very ftation to which they arc 
advanced, is fuppos'd to be the recompence 
cither of great fervice done the public, or of 
the merit of an uncommon capacity to ferve 
it. 

The richer members of the ftate, as they 
have all the helps that education can give 

them as, in their riper age, they have all 

the opportunity, they can wifh, for to improve 
upon thefe helps — as their circumftances 
exempt them from the temptations, to which 
poverty is expos'd j to them is committed the 

• Mihi quidem videntur hue omnia efle referenda iis, 
•qui praefunt aliis, ut ii, qui erunt eorum in imperio, fine 
bcatiffimi.— -Eft autem non modo ejus, qui fociis & 
civibus, fed ctiam ejus, qui fervis, qui mutis pecudibuj 
profit, eorum, quibus praefit, commodis utilitatique fer- 
vire. Tull. Ep. ad ^ Frat. 1 . i. ep. i . 

Ua -9 0/ iAo^CFo/Vli AVToy guVpA^w^/. Xe/i. de faa. & did. 
S$craiis. 

^ ...^— _-- SanSus haberi, 

Juftitiaequc tenax fadlis diSlisquc mercris ? 

Agnofcoproccrcm Juv. Sat. 8. 

difcharge 
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difchargc of thofe offices in the common-^ 
wealth, which are next to the higheft, and^ 
fometimes even of thefe they either con- 
cur in making Laws for the Society, or are 
chiefly concern'd in executing them Com- 
merce, Arts, Science, Liberty, Virtue, what- 
ever can be for the credit and peace, for the 
eafe and profperity of a nation, depends on the 
part they adt, on their condudt. 

Let them be a fupine, indolent race, averfc 
to rational inquiries, to all ferious application 

let it be their buiinefs to divert thcmfelves, 

to give a loofe to fancy and appetite let 

all their fchemes be thofe of felf-indulgence, 
and their life a round of vanity and fenfuali- 
ty ; fad mufl: be the condition of the nation, 
to which they belong ! throughout it muft be 

diforder and confufion it muft have 

the worft to fear from its more po wcrfiil neigh- 
bours. 

And as, in all countries, they who are dif- 
tinguifh'd by their rank or fortune, have their 
poft, their duty, their tafk for the common 
good as to difcharge this requires many 

accpmplifhments, the attainment of which is ' 
matter of much attention and pains — requires 
an improv'd underftanding, command of paf- 
fions, an integrity and refolution which only 

can 
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can be preferv'd, by an habitual ferioufnefs 

and reflection as they cannot fail in their 

parts, cannot mifemploy their leifure, and un- 
fit themfelves for, or be negligent in, the fer- 
vice appointed tbem^ but their country muft 
fuffer grievoufly in its moft valuable interefts j 
it is evident what diligence they fhould ufe, 
how little time they have to triiSe away : it is 
mofl; evident, under what obligations they arc, 
not to abandon themfelves to n^erely animal 
gratifications, and the pleafures of i^viS& — ^ 
to floth and inadtivity *. 

Nor is it only from the omiflidn of what 
they ought to perform, that the public will in 
this cafe fuffer 5 but from the example they fefc 
An infenfibility, that they are to live to any 
ufeful purpofes— — a though tlefnefs of their 
having any thing to mind, but their humour 
and liking— —a grofs carelefnefs how their 
days pafs, cannot appear amongft thofe of 
higher rank, without the infection fpreading 
itfelf anK)ng thofe of a lower % thefe will de* 
fire to be as lazy and worthlefs, as their fupcr 
riors — to have the fame (hare of mirth and 
jollity — -to be of as little confequence to the 
public. 

* In maxuma fortuna minuma licentia eft. Sallufl. 
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T()jAT xHs will be the cafe, is as certain, as 
experience can make any thing. It has been, 
and is, every where, found, that where they, 
who have the wealth, and are therefore fupr 
pos'd (thp' very unreafonably ) to have the fenie 
of a nation, treat their time as of no account, 
i)nly think of making it fubfervient to their 
exceflfes, their vanity, or their fports; the 
fame wrong notions foon fpread among their 
inferiors*/ 

The populace, indeed, cannot be quite fo 
" diflblute — they cannot be fo immers'd in 
Aoth and fenfuality, as the richer part of a na« 
tion, becaufe their circumftances permit it 
oot : their m^aintenance muft coft them fomc 
care and pains ; but they will take as little as 
Ijhey can they will, as far as is in their 

♦ Cupiditatibus Principum^ & vitiis infici folet tota ci- 

Tkas : Nee enim tantum mali eft peccare piincipes 

((|oanqu&m eft magiuitn hoc per k ipfum malam) quan* , 
lum illud, quod permuiti: imi^tores principum exiftunt. 
Nam licet videre, ft veils rej^icare memoriam temporum, 
qualefcunque fummi civitatis viri fuerunt, talem civita- 

tem foiflc. ^Nobilium vid, vi£tuque mutata, mores 

iTitttari chritatum puto. Quo pemicioflus de i^publica 
merentur vitiofi Principes, quod noi> foldm vitta conc^* 
unt ipfi, (ed ea infundunt in civitatem : neque folum ob- 
fimt, qu6d ipfi corrumpuntur,.. fed etiam quod corrum- 
punt, plufque exempio, qu^m peccato nocent. Tull. de 

I^ifim% 1. 3^ 

power, 
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power, have their fill of what their betters 
teach them to be the comforts of life, the en- 
joyments proper for reafonable creatures 

they cannot debauch themfelves in the more 
elegant and expenfive waysLj but they will ia 
thofe, which fuit their education and condi- 
tion they cannot be wholly ufelefs \ but if 

they make themfelves of any fervice, it fhall 
only be of that, for which they are well paid, 
and without which they cannot be fupport- 
cd. 

Nor can wc expert that things fhould be 
otherwife. It is not, upon the loweft com- 
putation, one in a hundred, who forms his 
manners upon the principles of Reafon. Ex- 
ample, cuftomary practice govern us. And, 
as they, who arc more efpecially dependent 
upon others, are taught, from their very in- 
fancy, to refpcd thofe, on whom they de- 
pend to obferve them to be direded by 

them ; Xio wonder, that they Ihould be fond 
of imitating them, as far as their fituation ad- 
mits : no wonder, that they fliould copy their 
follies ; fince that they can do moft eafily, 
and thai moft fuits their natural depravity. 

But he, whofe induftry is his fupport, 
may be fitly advis'd to confider, that, if they, 
who enjoy the plenty he wants, are prodigal 

^ of 
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of their time mifemploy it — wafte it; 

their abufe of it will not at all excufe hh. 
He cannot poflibly be ignorant, how impro- 
per fuch a wafte of time is how much 

good it hinders — how much evil it occafions 
—and how much a greater fufFerer he will 
be from it, than thofe who are in more plen- 
tiful circumftances. 

Both high and low, rich and poor ought, 
indeed, to refleit, that there can be nothing 
fo becoming them ^^ there can be nothing that 
will give them fo folid, fo lafting a fatisfadtion, 
as to be employed in ferving mankind — -in 
furthering their happinefs. What thought 
can we entertain more honourable, with refpetft 
to Gpd himfelf, than that hii mercy is over all 

his works that his goodnefs is continually 

difplaying itfelf, through the whole extent of 
Being — that the unthankful and the evil he 
not only forbears 'f, but ftill feeks to awaken 
to a due acknowledgement of Him, to a 
juft fenfe of their true intereft, by perfevcr- 

* Quae eft mclior in hominum gencre natura, quam 
eorum, qui fe natos ad homines juvandos, tutandos, 
confervandos arbitrantur ? TulL lufc, ^aji, 1. i. 

•f* Oj ^&oi,e£^AVAloi ovl^u ^^ S'v^'xjifetivoviTtv^ on iv roo'ovTep 

Kuv iv%x-^^^^' ''srpojm/ej^ xwcToj^d./ *wTii'/ir*f7o'W. An- 
ton, dc rebus fuis, 1. 7. 

' z ing 
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ing in bis kindneft towards tbcm, hf Coft- 
tmuing to them the bleflings^ they fo ill de- 

And if the confideration of the tiniverfal 
Creator, as thus adting, be really that, which 

makes Him appear moft amiable to xx^ 

which afFefts us with the moft profound vene- 
ration of Him, and chiefly renders it pleafing 
to us, to contemplate his other perfections j 
what worth do we evidence, how highly do 
we recommend ourfelves, when employ'd ei- 
ther in qualifyijckg ourfclv^ for doing good, ot 

in doing it *, when we have the common 

advantage our conftant purfiiit--— when wcf 
fcek for pleafure^f^ in making ourfelves of 
ofe; and feel happi^fs in the degree^ in 
vhkh wc communicate it ? 

HI. Wbat empkvyment of our time the 
lektian, in which we ftand to» God, fii^eife 
to us, is next to be confider'A 

. Every one, who reads^this, 1 am wHKng ttt- 
:^ppofe feniible, that there is a nature fuperior 
to his own J, and even poflefs'd of thehigheft 

excel- 

Iffia, ly 'tffA^eii MivavinAt, Anton., de Vebus fois, 1. 6. 

\ Non poteft quifqu^m bea^ degere, qui fe tantikft 
iotuetur. S£H,Ep.j^ 

X Nulla gens eft neque tarn immaoftifla^ nequo taiir 

fera. 
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excellencies— r that to It we owe our exift- 
ence, owe the endowments which place us 
at the head of all the creatures upon earth, 
owe wh^t^ver can make us defire to have our 
?xiftenq^ cpntinu'd to ua — that by this fu- 
pef ipf nature (^km^ many of our wants can be 
fupply'd — that on It we entirely depend — . 
that from It? favour, the whole of our increa.- 
^g happinefs can be expedted *. 

From 

fera, quae non, rtiam fi ignoret, qualem habere Deuoi 
dcceat, tamen habendum fciat. TulL de Leg. 1. i. 
• Galeftem admirabilem ofdinem, incredibilemque coa-< 
flantisiiBs ex qua oonfi^rv^tio,^ & fj^us priinium omnis ori« 
tur, qui vacate mente putat, is ipfe mentis expers haben- 
dus e^. TuU.de nat, Deor. 1. 2. 

The adLnowledging of one God eternal, infinite, and 
omnipotent, may more eafily be derived, from the defire 
Wfktx^ bavc to know th^ cauibs of natural bodies, and their 
ftvei al virti^s, and operations ; than from the fear of 
what was to befall them in time to come. For he that^ 
from any efFe^ he feeth come to pafs, fbould reaibn to 
the next and immediate caufe thereof, and from thence 
to the caufe of that caufe, and plunge himfelf profoundly 
in the purfuit of caufes, (hall at laft come to this, that there 
inuft be (as even the hea^then philofophers confefc'd) one 
firft mover ; that is, a firft and an eternal caufe of all 
things i which is that which men mean by the name of 
God. HobbeCs Leviat. p. I. cji. xii, 

* Sit hoc a principio perfuafum civibus, dominos efle 
omnium r^rum» ac modora^es Deos, eaque quae geran« 
tur, eorumgerivij ditione, acnumine, eofdemque opti- 

me 
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From what we thus know of God and ouf- 
fclves, there muft arife certain Duties towards 
Him, the performance of which will have its 
demand on our time*. His perfedtions re- 
quire our higheft veneration ; this cannot be 
exercised or preferv'd, without our ferious at- 
tention to and recoUedlion of them . His mer- 
cies demand our moft humble and grateful ac- 
knowledgments 5 proper afts of thankfgiving 
are, therefore, what we fhould be blameablc 
to omit i they daily become us, and fhould be 
made with all the folemnity and fervor, that 
fuit the kindnefs vouchfafed us, and the Ma- 
jefty of him, to whom we addrefs ourfelves. 
•f- A due fenfe of our weaknefs and wants is a 

conftant 

me de genere hominum mereri, &, qualis quifque fit, quid 
agat, quid in fcx admittat, qua mente, qua pietate colat 
religiones, intueri : piorumque, & impiorum habere rati- 
oiiem. TulL de Leg. 1. 2. 

Xcn. de faft. & did. Socr. 

'Tt^ 7^9 ifdKni^p 'STfi'Tei rifJii^Ai ri^ d-sif. Ariftot. de 
Repub. 

VAV, »t 3, KQhdtriut i'lovlcti. Ariftot Topic. 

^iff^Off^if )^ (TfJLIK^^ J^ li.%y<Lh)t 'TTfetyiAAT^, ^ioV Ail ^v KA^ 

}S(nv. Plat. Thn. 
'E(p' iVflt^/ ^lii irtKAKS. M. Anton, dc rebus fuis. 

Neque 
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cotiftant admonition to us, to look up to that 
Being, whofe power and goodnefs are infi- 
nite J and to cherifh fuch difpofitions, as are 
moft likely to recommend us to Him : hence 
it is evident, what ftrefs we (hould lay upon 
thofe aweful invocations of the divine inter- 
pofition in our favour, and upon that devout 
confeflion of our unworthincfs of it, which 
have a natural tendency to keep the Deity 

Ncquc cnim an honorifice de Deo fentiendum fit ; nc- 
que an fit amandus, timendus, colendus, dubitari po- 
left. Hobbes dehorn, c. I ^, 

Never to acknowledge the enjoyments and privileges 
we have received, and hold of God, is in efieS to deny 
that virc receive them from him j not to apply to him 
for a fupply of our wants, is to deny^ either our wants, 
or his power of helping us. Religion of Nature delineated^ 
p. 121. 

If I fliould never pray to God, or worfliip him at all, 
/uch a total omiiHon would be equivalent to this aflertion. 
There is no God, who governs the world, to be ador'd ; 
which, if there is fuch a Being, muft be contrary to 
truth. Mb generally and notorioujly to neglecSl this duty, 
though not always, will favour, if not diredlly proclaim, 
the fame untruth. For certainly to worfliip God after 
this manner, is only to worfliip him accidentally 5 which 
is to declare it a great accident that he is worfliipped at 
alU and this approaches as near as pofliblc to a total neg- 
lc£l. Befides, fuch a fparing and infrequent worfliip^ 
per of the Deity, betrays fuch an habitual difregard of 
him, as will render every religious a£l infignificant and 
null. Ibid. p. 18. 

H pre- 
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prefent to our remembrance, and to purify ouy 
hearts. 

* Public acknowledgments of the good* 
nets of God, and application for his blefl^ 
ings, contribute to give a whole community 
fuitable apprehenfions of Him ; and thefe, if 
it be my Duty to entertain, it is equally my 
duty to propagate ; both as the regard I pay 
the divine excellencies is hereby fitly ex- 
preffed, and as the fame Advantage, that I re- 
ceive from fuch apprehenfions, will be re- 
ceived by all, whom they afFedt in the fame 
manner with me. Hence it is clearly our du- 
ty to join in the public worfhip-f -■ to 

promote, by our regular attendance upon it, 
a like regularity in others. 

These qbfervations will, I hope, be 
thought fuflicicnt propfs, that, from the rela- 
tion wc bear to God, a certain portion of 

our time is his claim ought to be fet 

apart for meditation upon Him, for prg^yer 
. to Hini, and for fuch other exercife of our 
reafon, as more immediately refpedis Him, 
and fuits our obligations towards Him. 

• T///ct TO JiettlJLiviCV ABl (JLiV, ^^19 A J'l /UgTflt TW "ZS^oK^^. 

Ifoc. ad Deoi. 

+ It is the voice of nature that God (hould be publicjy; 
worfhipp'd. Chrijiianiiy as old as the Cuation^ 

ON 




O N T H E 

EmployM'Ent of Time, 

ESSAY the THIRD. 



^JiV, i^ iTeutdv d^o^vmKa, diro^vnffKHV. Plat. Gorg. 

iINCE all things are uncertain, 
' favour yourfelf/ Where have 
I met w^ith it ? Whofe-foever the 
advice is, it proceeds upon a fup- 
poiition abfolutely falfe, That there is an un^ 
certainty in all things : And were the fuppo- 
lition true, the inference would be wrong ; 
did we allow, that there was fuch an uncer- 
• tainty io all things, it wpuld be wrongly con- 
H 2 eluded 
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eluded from thence, that we fliould favour 
ourfelves. 

First, There is not the uncertainty here 
fuppos'd. :}; With regard to thofe things, which 
call us to thoughts, very different from that 
oi favouring ourfelves which fliouId with- 
draw our attention from our own will, our 
own liking — which fuggeft to us quite other 
confiderations than of taking our eafe, and in- 
dulging pur appetites — which fhould make 

the animal life the leaft of our concern -^^ 

which fliould render us only folicitous to pu- 
rify ourfelves, and be ufeful to our fellow- crea- 
tures ; with regard to thefe things, I fay, wc ■ 
have either abfolute certainty, or the higheft 
degree of probability. 

* To have produc'd fo much beauty and 
order, as every where difcover themfelves, not 

only 

j^ Non folum quatuor articuli fupri memorati Temper 
ftetere, nempe, i, EJJe Deumfummum: 2. colt debere : 3. 
vlrtutem ejfepracipuam culius divini partem : 4. refipifcen^- 
dumejfe a peccatis : fed &hicultimus, dari pramum U 
pcenam^ turn in hoc vita, turn pojl banc vitam^ ftetit, in 

Kternumque ftabit. rlaec Providentiae divinse univer- 

falis caftasque Religionis funt firmamenta ilia, quae nuUo 
defuere vel deeffe ^oGunx. feculo vel regioni. Herb, de Re- 
tig, Gent, 

* Mundi adm'niftratlo nihil habet in fe, quod reprehen- 
dipoiTit. £x iis enini naturis, quaserant, quodefBcipo* 

tuit 
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only intelligence was re qui fit e^ but great wif- 
dom and power. 

•f- The beneficial efFedts naturally refulting 
from the things thus beautifully form'd and 
prderly difpos'd, demonjlrate the gcodncfs, as 
well as the wifdom and power, of their Au- 
thor. 

That the benefits He defign'd, {hould con- 
ftantly take place, miiji^ as he is a good be- 
ing, be agreeable to his will-, and whatever 
hinders their taking efFed, muji be difagreeabk 
to it. 

We cannot have a furer mark of what 
pleafes Him, than its being produdive of hap- 
pinefs J and whatever has mifery accompany- 
ing it, carries with it the clear eft proof oi its 
difpleafing Him. 

* A VIRTUOUS pradlice, greatly furthering 

tuit optimum, cffeQum eft. Doceat ergo aliquis potuifle 
melius. Sed nemo umquam doccbit : & fi quis corrigere 
aliquid volet, aut deterius facit, aut id, quod fieri non po* 
tuit, defiderabit. De Nat, Dcor. 1. 2. 

t Omni ratione concluditur, mente, confilioque divino 
omnia in hoc mundo ad falutem omnium, confefvationem- 
que admirabiliter adminiftrari. Ibid. 

Omnes mundi partes ita conftitutae funt, ut neque ad 
iifiim meliores potuerint.eflc, neque ad fpeciem pulchri- 
ores. Ihid. ! . , 

*Omnig ilia antlquji philofophia fenfit in' una virtute 
cjKe.ppfit^Q^beatajn^yitaflfl. ^cad,^(s(p, 1. r. ' 

... .*. .i., ^H . ' the 
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the happin^fs of mankind, muji be pieajtng to 
their Maker ; a vicious one mujl difpleafe Himj 
as it neceffarily obftrufts their happinefs *. 

If from any accidental indifpofition of 
things, as from the number of the criminal, 
virtue fhould here mifs its reward, there is 
great likelyhood^ that it will elfewhere receive 
it : and, if vice, by a like accident, fliould, in 
particular inftances, not carry with it thofc 
marks of its offending the Governor of the 
World, which it in moft cafes bears ; there is 
the higheji probability -f-, that it will have its 
punifhment in fome future ftate. There is that 

proba- 

* Hoc ipfum argumentum Epicuri eft, natura nos a fee- 
lere abhorrcrc, quod nulli non etiam inter tuta timor dh 
Multos fortune liberat poena, metu neminem. Sen^ 

t If Virtue be to itfelf no fmall reward, and Vice, in a 
great meafure, its own punifliment; we have a folid 
ground :o go upon. The plain foundations of a diftribu* 
tive juftice, and due order in this world, may lead us to 
conceive a further building. We apprehend a larger 
fchcme, and eafily rcfolve ourfelves, why things were not 
completed in this ftate ; but their accompliftiments re- 
fcrvcd rather to fome further period. For, had the good 
and virtuous of mankind been wholly profperous in this 
«life i had goodnefs never met with oppofition, nor merit 
ever lain under a cloud \ where had been the trial, vidoiy, 
oi crown of virtue ? Where had the virtues had their thc- 
atrc) or whence then: names i Where had heea temper- 
ance 
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j>robabiIity in favour of virtue^ not only from 
ivhat our reafonings on the juftice and good- 
nefs of God induce us to think it has to ex- 
peft from Him ; but alfo from the vifible 
taanner, in which he fignifies his approbation 
of />• * He has imprefs'd a fenfe oi its worth 
on the minds of all mankind — He has made 
fatisfadion infeparable from a conformity ta 

;/ * He has appointed many advantages, 

irt 

ance or fclf-denial ? Where patience, mecknefe, magna- 
nimity ? Whence have thefe their being ? What merit ex- 
cept from hardfhip ? What virtue writhout a conflift, and 
the encounter of fuch enemies as arife both within, and 
from abroad? But, as many as are the difficulties which 
virtue has to encounter in this world, her force is yet fupe«' 
rior. Expos'd as {he is here, (he is not however abandon'd^ 
or left miferable. She has endugh to raife her above pity^ 
though not above our wifltes : And as haf^ as we fee her 
here, we have room for further hopes in her beh^, Hef 
prefent portion is fufficient to fhcw' Provi^^ncc already en- 
gaged on her fide. And fince there is fuch provifion for 
her here; fuch happinefs, and fuch advantages, even in 
this life J how probable muft it appear, that this providen- 
tial care is yet extended further to at fucceeding life, and 
perfefted hereafter. Sbaftjburfs Rhapfody. 

vAvlB* aiSv^ ii<ruf T<^f ih'TnJ'eoi ij(0¥]^i, Ifoc. Gnrf. de 
permut. 

Arift. de repub. 1. 7« 

H4 . Th 
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in the ordinary courfe of things, its attendants; 
which feem concurring affurances^ that to 
whatfoever difadvantages // may now, occa- 
fionally, expofe us, they will be at length fully 
recompenc'd. And there is the probability I 
have mentioned, that the guilty will not be 
always without a punifliment adequate to 
their crimes, not only from the apprehen- 
fions we may fitly entertain of a juft Gover- 
nor of the univerfe ; but, alfo, from the man- 
ner in which He, to the notice of all men, 
expreffes his abhorrence of vice : annexing to 

many crimes imniediate inconveniencies 

giving others a very ihort refpite from the fe- 
vered diftrefs, the painfuUeft difeafes 
allowing none to have our reafon and con- 
fcience on their fide, to be approved by us 
in our hours of ferioufnefs and calm reflec- 
tion -f-. 

Virtue is, evidently^ preferv'd and pro- 
moted, by frequent confideration- — by dili- 

Tilf 2 uI^AifAg/iAv %»p/V flfcps75f tiHvcL\jv v-^rdfyjiv . lb. 

J'affi. Ifoc. ad Pemonic. 
+ NuUi nos vitio natura conciliat. Sen. Ep, 94. 
Z.Vjf^i oifttfvdwpoi f/43"' Sv ffvvn(jLepivffH(rtVy iajSj^f H ^itfy^d* 

jif/»fl"/f. Arif.pt. i tfcic 

gencc 
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gence and application — by the denbl of our 
appetites by the reftraint of our inclina- 
tions — by a conftant watchfulnefs over our 
paflions — by cherifhing in ourfelves fcnti- 
ments of humanity and benevolence. Vice 
is, as manifeflh^ produc'd and confirm'd, by 
inattention— by fupinenefs and ^qarclcfnels 

by favouring our appetites — ^by coufult-^ 

ing rather what we are difpos'd to, than what 
is beft for us ; rather what inclination^ than 
what reafon fuggefts— by an attachment to 
the fatisfaition of the prefent moment, to our 
immediate profit or convenience by adopt- 
ing narrow, felfifh principles. 

Thus it will appear, that there is by nb 
means an uncertainty in all things. Moft cer-- 
tain it is, from whence Virtue has its fccurity 
and improvement. Equally certain is it, how 
we become bad, and how we are made worfe. 
Virtue has, in the nature of things, a reward 
of which it cannot be deprived, and vice as 
Jure a punifhment. All thofe accidents, which 
obftrudt either the advantages, fuiting a vir- 
tuous pradice; or the fufFerings, that a vicious 
one ought to feel ; in^y Jitly carry our thoughts 
to fome future ftate * ; wherein each will have 

its 

♦ Sec the Arguments, for the prefent life being a ftate 

of 
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is the fureft way to increafe both the number 

of our fufFerings, and their weight. ^ 

What can be more precarious, than the 
continuance of human life ? Who, in his 
twentieth year, acknowledges not how un- 
certain it is, whether he (hall fee his fortieth ? 
Yet no one of common prudence feeks barely 
to crowd fo much fatisfadtion into his life, 
as can confift with his reaching that period : 
there is no pmdent man, who denies not him- 
felf many things, in hopes of attaining a much 
longer term. 

We muft unufually fail in the love of our 
children, if we would not purfue their wel- 
fare, in the fame way, by which we judge 
our own beft confulted. But where is the 
advocate for "Favour yourfelf fince all things 
. ^' are uncertain," who, if difcretion makes any 
part of his charadter, governs himfelf by that 

principle, in their education who does not 

reftrain them in a thoufand inftances ? whil? 
yet the uneafinefs it gives, and the tears it 
cofts them, may probably never find that very, 
fmall recompence, which muft be the utmoft 
he can propofe from it. I fay, this recompence 
may, frobahh\ never be found \ a late eminent 

Ma- 



of T I M E. 97 

Mathematician % having, upon an e?:adt calcu- 
lation, obferv'd that one half of thofe, who 
are born, are dead in feventeen years time. 
. Some claim to a public fpirit, to a love of 
their country we find made by the generality 
of us, even in this very profligate age. But 
from him, whofe rule it is to favour himfelf, 
the public can have nothing to expedt ^. 
Were this the prevailing principle among us^ 
'tis obvious, how little regard would be ftiewn 
to the common welfare. 

All of the learned profeffions would regu- 
late their application, by its fubferviency to 
the maintenance ; and think they had nothing;^. 
' fo much to ftudy, as how to ;nake their for- 
tune. 

Soldier and Sailor would have no notion 
of any honour, diftindt from their advantage 

of any obligation they could be under, 

when their pay might be fafe, to endanger 
their perfons. 

+ Dr. Halley. See Lowthorp*s Abridgment of the Philo- 
fophicalTranfaSiionSy vol. 3d. 

f In iis adolcfcentibus bonam fpem efle dicemus, & 
magnam indolem, quos fuis commodis infcrvituros, & 
quidquid ipfis cxpediat, fadhiros arbitramur ? Nonnc vi- 
demus, quanta perturbatio rerum omnium confequaturf 
quanta confufio ? TulL de Fin, 1. 2. 

2 The 
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. The people would judge none fo fit to re* 
prcfent them, as thofe, who had been at the 
greateft expence in corrupting them : and the 
reprefentatives of the people would fee narea- 
fon, why the whole of what was to be gained 
fljould go to their conftittients. 

In ihort> nothing but fupinenefs and floth 
-— ~an attachment to their eafe and the gra- 
tification of their fenfes-— -low, unmanly 

ykw5 -purfuits throughout the moft fd- 

fifli and fordid would prevail, among all 
orders and degrees of men in any country, 
where the received doftbe was. Favour your- 
Self*. 

Hence certainly is it, that not only the 
better conftituted governments, but even the 
nations of a lefs refin'd policy, have fo much 
encoorag'd an indifference to the fcanty por- 
tion 

* The more weak and impotent any creature is, of fo 
much the more narrow defigns muft it be. *Tis an argu* 
nxcpt of an infirm and little foul, when men ^e wholly im- 
mersM in themfelves, and confin'd to the gratifying of 
tbelr brutilb appetites : Such perfons are ufuaUy yir/ aman'* 
Us fine rhaliy as Cicero fpeaks 5 great lovers of them- 
felves, but without any rival or competitor: Iftbey do 
retain their ends, they are of all others the moft ignoble 
and dcfpicable, a kind of impotent vermiae mnongft men | 
and if they fail of their ends, nothing can be more vain or 

mifer- 
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tion of life, here allotted us— -to the conti- 
nuance, the eafe, t][ie conveniencies of it ^ ex- 
citing, by various methods, each member of 
the community, to have chiefly at heart the 
public intereft — -~- to be ever diligent and 
active In promoting it— to fubmit to any 
difficulties for the fervice of his country, and 
to defpife death in its defence* 

Nor ,do we, univerfally, efleem any cha- 
rafters more, than thofe of the perfons, vrhp 
have diftinguifh'd themfelves by their dif- 
intereftednefs~by their zeal for the com* 
mon goo d" ■ by their flighting all private 
advantages^ that came in competition with 
it- ' 

What has been the language of the more 

. generous Heathen, but the very reverfe of Fa* 

^ur tbyfelf? Plato advifes his friend Ar* 

CBYTAS to confider, " that we are not bom 

*' for ourfelvcs alone- — that our country, our 

mifcrable. Now the end that fuch men propofe to thtfm- 
fehres being fmall and vile, and much below the nobility 
of the human nature, therefore no wonder, if they are put 
tp profecute it by unworthy means, by fecxet underbin* 
ings, crafty and frudulent furprifals, de(l;ru£tion on th^ 
one hand, ^nd b^fe flattery and compliances on the other 
hand, all kind of courfes, without any confideration of 
urtial is hoaeft or juft, if it feem but likely to promote 
their particular defign. WUkins. 

[^ parents. 
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parents, our friends have their refpecSive 
" ckims upon us.'* Epift. ix. p. 35-8. vol. ^. 

ARISrOTLE, in fettling the true differ- 
ence between the lawful and culpable love 
of ourfelves, obferves, that fuch love of our- 
felves, is, undoubtedly, blameable, as induces 
us to feek as large a fh'are, as may be^ of 
wealth, honour and fenfual pleafure. He^ 
afterwards, confiders a life of r^eafon and vir- 
tue, as the proper life of a Man ; and pro- 
nounces him the true lover of himfelf, who 
makes fuch a life his care. 

He goes on, ** When all are intent on the 
^' pradlice of what is^ right, and each lays him- 
" felf out on the worthieft aftjons 5 the pub- 
" lie welfare will, thereby, be effedtaally pro- 
** vided for, and every private perfoa confult 

his own greateft happinefs. It is moft truly 

faid of the good man, that he will ferve his 

** friends and his country will do it, even 

/' at the expence of his life. For, as to 
• " wealth, ' honoui-, and all thofe other good*?, 
" about which there is fo much flir in the 
" world, he will have no regard to them^ 
" when they come into competition with the 
" difcharge of his duty. He will rather chufe 
" to live one year well, than many at ran- 
** dom. He is juflly thought the good man. 

'' who 
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^^ \^ho has nothing fo much at heart, as how 
^f to aft rightly/' v. 
QTo mention another Greek writer 3 
Wfe.are bom, fays the excellent Emperor 
Antoi^inus, to affift each other, 1. ii. $* i. 
His counfel is, ** Whatfoever you do, do it 
" with a view to your being a good man ; 
good, not in the ordinary, but in the ftri(ft 
" and proper, fenfe of the word/* 1. iv. §. lo* 
** In this delight yourfelf, in this acquiefce, in 
*' paffing from one ufeful adion to another ; 
^* ftill mindful of the Deity." 1. vi. §. 7. 

" Whatfoever I do, fays he, by myfelf, or 
" the affiftance of others, ought wholly to be 
'* directed by what the common advantage 
** requires. 1. vii» §. f . 

He, elfewherc, cenfures every action of 
ours, that has no reference either immediate- 
ly, or more remotely, to the duties of focial 
life. 1. ix. §. 23. To defpife, fays TuLLr^ 
and make no account of pleafure, life, wealth, 
in comparifon of the public welfare, is the 

part of a great and generous mind. A life 

of toil and trouble, in order to promote, if 
poffible, the good of all mankind, would be 
much more agreeable to nature, than to pafs 
one's days in folitude, not only without any 
care, but enjoying the greateil pleafures, and 

I having 
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having every thing that could be wanted^ A 
command. De Of. 1. iii. 283, 284^ 

We are all, according to Skmeca, members 
of one great body, Ep. ^^. We muft con- 
fult the happinefs of others, if we would our 
own. The fame writer, in his Treatife of a 
Happy Lifgy mentioning what the man muft 
be, who may hope to pafs hence to the abodes 
of the celeffial Beings, fays, " That he lives; 
^^ as if he knew himfelf born for others ■ > 
*^ confults in all he does the approbation of 
" his confcicnce — regulates his every a<Stion, 
** by considering it as v^rell known to the pab- 

" lie, as it is to himfelf treats the whole 

" world as his country regards the Gods 

" as prefent wherever he is, and as remarking 
" whatever he a6ts and fpeaks." 

True happinefs is, throughout this Au^ 
thorns works, confider'd as deriv'd from Vir-" 

tue from the fteady purfuit of what is right 

and our duty. 

These Reflexions will, I hope, appear not 
improperly introducing the confideration of 
the part we have to aft, as expedtants of hap- 
pinefs in a future ftate 5 which is the fubjeft 
of the following Effay. 

This expeftation does not, indeed, fumifh 
any employment of our time, that would not 

be 
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be (ibmprehended under the heads, on which 
I have alrcaciy enlarged ; but it is the ftrongeft 
poflihle enforcement of what they teach us. 

Can I fuppofe, that beyond the grave there 
is any happinefs prepared for me, if I live un- 
mindful of the Privileges here vouchfafed me 
•—-if, when I'm plac'd above the beafts, I 

will put myfelf upon a level with them 

if that fpiritual part of me *, which makes Tn6 
a fit fubjedt for this happinefs, beneglediedj 
and all my care and pains laid out on my 
body, on what was earth fo lately, and muft 
fo fpeedily be earth again ? 

Are there certain Difpofitions, which pre- 
pare us for, and which, by being perfeifted^ 
probably conftitute the happinefs of, anotheif 
life; and may. we hope to obtain it, when 
our purfuits contribute to fupprefs thefe Dif^ 
^fitions, or when we are wholly regardlefs of 
cultivating them-f ? 

, What-^ 

* Si, ut antiquis philofophisy hifque maximisy Jongeque 
clarijftmis placuit, aeternos animos, ac di vinos habemus 2 
ficcxiftimandum eft, quo magis hi fuerint femper in curfu, 
id eft, in ratione & inveftigandi cupiditate, & quo minus 
fe adifiifcuerint, atque impHcuerint hominum vitiis atque 
erroribus, hoc illis faciliorem adfcenfum, & reditum in 
ccelum fore. TuU, Fragm. 

f Nee enin;i omnibus iidem illi faplentes arbitrati funt 
I 2 eundeo) 
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Whatever I hope for in a future abodci 
I ought to think the reward of fomething here 
done by me ; and when the time for a&ion 
here is fo fhort, even in its longeft continu- 
ance—when likewife our opportunities are 
fo few, and fome of them fo irrecoverably 
loft ; we muft conclude it moft fitting, in or- 
der to the fuccefs of our hopes, to embrace 
the opportunity before us ; not to negledt it, 
from a prefumption of finding others, which 
perhaps may never come ; or, if they do come, 
may be lefs favourable to us than the preient ; 
but to derive from this every advantage, it i$ 
capable of yielding us. 

Further, if, according to the greater or 
lefs ufe, of which we make ourfclves to our 
fellow-creatures, we more or lefs anfwer the 
end of our Creation ; we muft conceive thid 
to be a Point, our fpecial regard to which will 
be the neceflary confequence of the views, we 
have beyond the grave. The blifs, we then- 
promife ourfelves, cannot be thought a likelier 
reward of any pradWce, than of that, which 
aims at the moft exteniive good 5 nor can one 
of common fenfe think fuch happinefs likely 

fundem curfum in coehim patcrc. Nam vitiis & fcderi** 
bus contaminatos deprimi in tenebras, atque in coeno 
jacerc docucrunt. TuIL Fragm. 

to 
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to be our portion, after a life fpent as unpro- 
fitably, as that of thofe creatures, the whole 
of whofe fatisfadions we all confine to thofe, 
diey at prefent enjoy -to their prefent ex- 
iftence. Hence what we hope for after our- 
removal from this world, will be perpetually 
urging us to do the moft we can, during our 
ftay in it, for the good of mankind ; and muil 
be a motive thereto of the greateft weight. 

Thus, likewife, when I contemplate a more 
defirable ftate of being, than what I am now 
placed in, awaiting me at my departure hence ; 
as it is impoilible, that I fhould not at the 
fame time take into my confideration, to 
whom I muft owe this blefHng, from whom 
alone it can be received ; I muft hereby be ne- 
ceflarily led to a great defire of pleafing Him» 
from whom it is to come ; and therefore, to 
all fuch application to Him> and acknowledg- 
ment of his excellencies, as can be fuppos'd 
due from and requir'd of me. 

To all the feveral tafks I have mentioned, 
we are thus particularly direded, by attending 
to the happinefs referv'd for us % the confider- 
ation of it thus ftrongly enforces their per« 
formance, 

1 3 How 



yo6 On fbeEu?LO^}AE^T 

How far it muft in general contribute to the 
beft employment of our time, the following 
Obfervations may, I hope, fully convince us ; 

* If we.fufvey the things, on the value oF 
which we are univerfally agreed, we (hall per- 
ceive few, if any, of them obtain'd or fecurM, 
without more or lefs care on our part ; and 
fome of them only the recompence oFour pain- 
fuleft endeavours. The long enjoyment of 
health is in vain expedled, if we wholly de- 
cline the fatigue of fexercife, and the uoeafi-p 
nefs of felf-denial. The greateft eftate muft 
at length be wafted by him, who will bte at 

no trouble in the management of it stdio 

$fannot tormient his brains with examinii^ ac^^ 
founts, end regulating the various articles of a 
large expence, Whofe power is fo eftaMifh-!- 
ed, that the prefervation of it cofts him not 
much folicitude — ^^many anxious thoughts 3 
and compiels him not, to mortify hirafelf in 
numerous inftances ? This: is the bafeof them, 
\Hiod^ we ejleem the nioft fortunate of their 

f TZ9 ffhym tfwK^sffiv ifjuiv *Jireiy]A 7* ayet^i -^ioi. Epichar. 
Tav 0V7UV ayct^Zv )^ KttKwv iJ'iy avtv ^ovh ^ e7/^eAsi.«^ 
Jsoi At^tXATiy ivd-fuToif. Xcn. de fad. & did. 6ocr. 
U^oliccLit/liv '^retfAyinTcti. Epidct. 

Np9 eft quod ullam ^xiftimc^ cflc fir^c labprc Virtut 
^m^ Sen. ' 
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kind. As to the genierality, how difficult jio 
they find the acquifition of the meaneft cf 
tfaefe advantages ? Wiiat years of diligence 
does it coil them/ to xaife but a moderate for* 
tune ? Vail numbers we finil ftruggling, 
throughout their lives, for a bare fupport. 

The chief Weffings of life— -the goods 
moft worthy our purfuit, are not .oulyforibe 
moji part^ but altogether ^ the fruits of long 
smdunwearied endeavours after them. Where 
is.the very uieful^t,Jthat<:an be learn'd, with* 

out a clofe and tedious application; i that 

we can make any tolerable progrefs in, before 
many of our days are pafs'd? How much, 

and what an attentive experience ^ » what 

repeated obfervatipns, and how exadk a rea- 
ibning upon them, are neceflary to form us 
to any degree of wifdom? Duely to regulate 

our paffions to have them under com* 

piand, rightly direSed, and more or lefs warm, 
proportionably to the iilfluence their objcdt 
has .upon our happinefs, will coft us, as every 
one is feniible *, a watchfulnefs and care of 
fuch continuance, as is fubmitted xo by few 
even of thofe, who bcft know, liow far it 

1 4 would 
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would be overpaid by the good that it pur* 
chafes, 

If then we pay fo dear for every fatisfadion, 

we now enjoy if there be nothing deiira-^ 

ble on earthy which has not its price of labour 
fet upon it, and what is moft de(irable, comes 
to us by the moil: labour s who in his wits can 
believe> that happinefs, far exceeding the ut- 
mofl: in our prefent ftate, will at length be 
our portion, without any iblicitude we need 

be at about it ^f without any qualificatbns 

we have to acquire, in order to itr— ^witb-* 
out any pains we are to take after it ? No- 
thing in Paganifm, or Mobammedifm^ nothing 
in Popery is fo abfurd as this fuppofition. 

There is an uniformity, in all the proceed* 
ings of God. As they are all grounded on an 
unerring wifdom, thqr muft teftify their cor* 
refpondence to /V, by what they have to each 
other : and fo we find they do in all cafes, 
wherein we can faSiom them. We know 
not, indeed, in what way we are to be made 
happy, in another life ; but mtb what our bet- 
ing fo is conneded - — on what it muft de^ 
pend, we are fufficiently inftrudted. The 

t Ne till falfi funt, qui dtvorfiffimas res paritar exp6c» 
tant, ignaviae yoluptatem, & praemia virtutis^ SaUtjft^ 

means 
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ix^ans of making ourfelves thus happy, which 
arc put in our power, plainly teach, that by 
tbeir ufe it muft be efFefted. Lefler goods, 
derived to us only by our care and indufhy^ 
;den[ionftrate how we are to fecure greater. 
The chief bleffings, that are now within our 
reach, being never vouchfafed but to our ex<^ 
traordinary efforts — to oar moft earneft en- 
deavours to gain them, lead us to the fulleft 
convi&ion, That the fame muft be the con^ 
dition of whatever enjoyments, we can pro- 
mife ourfelves after our death— —that they 
will only be the reward of the diligence, wi A 
which tficy have been fought — of the dif- 
ficulties, their purfuit has occafioned us ^. 

The Atheift himfelf^ — he, who, having 
po views beyond this world, gives his lufts 
their full range in it, a£ts with abundantly 
more fenfe and confiftency, than he ; who^ 
full of the hopes of immortally, yet confults 
his humour or his eafe, his pleaiure or fats 
profit, regardlefs of any underftanding, he has 
to improve, or any progre& in virtue, he hag 
to make^ Nor is there any thing, that fo much 
confirms the irreligious man in his bad prin- 

* y Efprit de la Religion eft de nous porter ^ faire avec 
effort dcs chofet grandes {( difficUes. Di t Efprit des 

ciples^ 
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ciples, as his obforvmg this condud in them^ 
who profefs to believe a God and another life* 
He thinks, and, I muft own, but too juftly, 
that it is the fame thing, not to be influenced 
by fuch a belief, and not to Jiave it — ^that it 
k even much more xeafonable, to give up ail 
cxpeftaticms of future (happinefs, than to ts,* 
pe^ it, and yet do nothing in order, to it^ do 
nothing, that can appear at all •qualifying us 
for, x>r entitling us to, it : in a word, jhe ri^itly 
thinks that, fuppofing there be a God of that 
per&d jufliceand wifdom which are attributed 
to Him, He cannot make any diffenencc hereiS' 
afbr between them^ who have abfolutely de- 
nied his Juflicc his Wifdom — ?^ nay his 
▼ery Being; and them, who^ with all (their 
ackfi(»¥ledgmenls of Him and his pei&<^ons, 
VMld yet iie^er facrifice any of tiieir inciina- 
(iona tQ Him — ^ would not be at aia^ pains to 
know his will ; or^ if they did know it, would 
only fo ian obey it, .a; it was agreeable io ^their 
own, 

I HARDLY can quit this Subjedt. So gnecrt 
is the danger — fo certain, I may fay, is the 
mifchicfjof pecfuading ourfelves, than an eter- 
nal happinefs will recompence the little we do 
to fccure it; that I fcarcely know, when I 

have 
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bave faid enott^, to evince teliat condwd 
ajkme itcanrcwatd. 

. As the ynSblt world is the txdy tmi\se(fal 
guide to our coDJedures on the invMbie, suid 
dkrcin, as I iiave obferv'd, the method of 
Providence, ia difpieniing its bleifings, is ma« 
nifeft to every eye ; all thofe which can ffloft 
engage our wiflies, d^nding wholly on i^^at 
we do to cbtaki theni : as, libewife, whdtheir 
we coofiderthe w¥dom of God, or his trilA^ 
4)r hisjuftioe, tfaey aM 'Conoar in teaching u« 
thisieidbn, lixat^n ever<:oiitinfuing i^ici^can 
only be prepared for a difting^i&d viiftBet 
As things, I &y^ are thus $ may k not |>ro-« 
perly beaik'd, What can it be, that fo ftrang^ 
infatuates us^-^^that poffle^ us with hopea 

fb 'eactrav^antly abfurd diat inakes a |>ot^ 

fiait ib la^y and remi^, whacii ought to be fo 
vigorous aaid^uni»terrupitedf I know not What 
this poffibly can be, but, ^ther, the If umbew 
that countenance our pradice, or, the Reliance 
we have on the Deity's unbounded Good- 
lie^. 

As to the former, how little ilrefs we fhould 
Jay on numbers, will be evideat from i&\efc 
fim ««ofi4er9tions. 

First, 
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First, * They, who in evoy age, arc moft 
commended for their wifdom and prudence^ 
never take the multitude for their pattern ; 
but, on the other hand^ conftantly live in a 
direA oppofition to its pradices, and diffuade 
all, to whom, they are well-wiflia^, from 
them. 

Secondly, Thofe follies and vices, which 
are the reproach of numbers, are not; there** 
fore, the lefs mifchievous in their confequences. 
The increafing multitudes of the lewd and 
drunken do not, in any inftance, occafion lewd^ 
nefs and drunkennefs to have more favourable 
circumftances attending them, either with re- 
fpedl to the perfons, or the pofterity of the 
guilty : and if Grod be, in no inftance, more 
favourable to the vicious in this world, becaufe 
of their numbers i we have hence too fad a 
proof, that they have not the leaft ground to 
^pe£t, He (hould be fo in the next» 

* Nunquam volui populo placere.— — Quis hoc ? iil- 
quis: Epicurus. Sed idem hoc Omnes tibi exomni do- 
mo condamabunt, Peripatetici, Academic!, Stoici, Cy- 
nict. Quia enim placere poteft populo, cui placet virtus ? 
Sin.Ep.2g. 

Eft philofophia paucis contenta judicibus, muldtudiiiciii 
confulto fiigiens. Tutt, Tufi, ^wft, 1. a. 

ThIRDLYi 
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Thirdly, What we call great numbers^ 
arc, probably, in refpefl: of the whole creation 
of rational Beings, extremely few ; perhaps no 
more than fome few grains of iand, in com« 
parifon of thofe amazing heaps,that overfpread 
the defarts of the earth, and fhores of the ocean. 
Suppoiing, therefore, all offenders among the 
human kind, punifh'd by God, according to 
their deferts; that punifhment, as exteniiyea^ 
it may appear, might, really, be no more thaii 
making examples of a very fmall, of the very 
* fmalleft, part of his creatures, for the good of 
the reft— -for preferving innumerable mil- 
lions— —an infinite race, in their due obe- 
-dience. 

Fourthly, An effablifhed order taking 
place in all the works of God, that we are ac- 
quainted with; every thing in the natural 
world being fubjefted to certain laws ; and in 
the moral world. Good having ftill a tenden- 
cy to produce Good, nor ever failing to do it, 
unlefs from fome accidental hindrances ; and 
Evil, when things are in their proper courfe^ 
producing Evil ; we have very ftrong reafon to 
believe, that an unchangeable God — He, 
whofc wifdom uniformly difplays itfelf, has 
fix'd things thus, that thus they will pro- 
ceed to all Eternity ; Good following from 

Good 
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Qfxd^ Evil icwci Evil j with this difFerenCe 
dbne, with refpcfb to i^ in another flate^ 
That all hindnmces of the natiH^ coniequences 
of diings will there be remov'd ——Nothing 
will prevent the virtuous man's reaping the 
fruits of his virtue ; nor will any thing hinder 
die whole of the difmal efFeds of vice from 
being felt by them» who have here allow'd 
themfelvcs in it. And^ if this be the cafe, 
than which nothing is more probaUe *^ it is 
then quite clear> that all the hopes of the 
guilty from their numbers, muft be utterly 

vain that it would be full as reafonable, to 

think a plague could not be a dangerous^ di** 
ftemper, becaufe it is fo infedtious an one ; as 

* Veriffimum credo, miferiamimperiorumexipfacon- 
ftitutione peccantium oriri, & elediones pravas naturae 
legibus fequi. 

Videmus corpora noftra poffe in perpetuum mutilari, & 
artus ita diflocari & diftorqueri, ut penitus ad adiones^. 
quibus natura deftinantur, inepti fiant. Cur non idem 
de mente fentiendum, fcilicet poile illam pravis eIe£lionH 
bus, paiEonibus, & affefttbus ita a refto cpgitandi tra- 
mite detorqueri, ut non minus ad regendas adtiones, prout 
reda ratio fuadet, inhabilis &: inepta fiat, quam mancus 
pedibus ad curfum? — ^Si Deus igitur omnipotentiam 
non interponat ; iidem errores, cadem ignorantia, iidem 
perverfas mentis 4iabitus, & obilinata in mala propen(iO| 
quas nos a tramite re£h) hie deducunt, in aeternum nobif* 
cum mantant, &c. King^ de Orig Mali. 

to 
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tothii^, that we ihall be fafe amicUl our 
crhntey becaufe of the multitude, who (bare 
them. 

With regard to the Goodnefs of God^ how 
grbundlefs our reliance muft be upon it, when 
we a<3: contrary to the ends, for which we 
were made when we negleiS our opportu- 
nities^ and abufe our capacities, will, I hope, 
be fufficiently plain to us, if we attend to the 
following fhort Remarks. 

I. We afcribe Goodnefs to God, as a per- 
fedion ; but nothing can be a perfedtion in 
Him, which has, morally fpeaking, a necejP- 
iary tendency to make his creatures lefs per- 
fed: — lefs careful to anfwer the ends of their 
creation 3 and this the divine Goodnefs would 
certainly do, if it were indeed fuch, as allow'd 
ns nothing to fear, though we negledted to 
ufe r^htly the abilities and opportunities af-F 
forded us *. 

a. As God is the Governor of the world- 
is acknowledged fo by all, who own his be- 
ing ; we muft, therefore, confider his Good- 
nefs, as that of a Governor, or, as confiftent 
with, and agreeable to, a wife government 2 

Idf, idr yA KvKvit^t, KATAM\iv6fv, Plut. Apophtheg. 

2 but 
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but can this be faid of his Goodnefs, if it^ex-^ 
empt from dl puni(hment our wilful aad con* 
tinued difobedience to his Laws, and thereby 
encourage us to difobey them ? 

3 . On E Attribute or Perfed:ion of the Deity 
cannot clafli with another; his Goodnefs, fii 
inftance, with his juftice : but the punifli-^ 
ment of evil is as much a part of Juftice, as 
the rewarding of good. To treat evil, as if 
it were not evil, can neither be agreeable to 
Juftice or Truth ; and this would be the cafe 

Evil would be regarded, as if it were not 
€vil, did the Goodnefs of God fo favour the 
wilful offender, that his crimes would never 
receive their dcfeit. 

4, To reftrain evil, to obftru6l its progreis^ 
muft be the care of a good Governor 3 nay^ 
would be the fureft proof of his Goodnefs. ♦ 
To punifti, therefore, fuch as ad contrary to 
the law of their nature — contrary fo the 
well-being of Society, and therein contrary to 
their own and the common happinefs, is not 
only a part of Juftice, but even of Goodnefs 
itfelf. We could not cortfider God as good, 
had He not properly guarded againft his Crea* 

•nSf ouT<^ Xf »»«'*^ «f "J^ Tw ^ ^miiif mKfii ir/. Pint. 
4e Adal. ic Am. diC / . . 

turcs 
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tiireikcdrrupting themfelves, and againft that 
corruptTofrcaEtending iffelf : and. what are the 
Difcouragements to this^ but in the way of 
punifhment — -but by the fufFerings, the 
guilty have to fear? The more there are/ who 
aft in defiance of thefe fufFerings, the morg 
n^ceilkry it becomjes to inflid them$ and of- 
fenders can have no reafon to think, that the 
mercy of God will fpare them, when the 
greateft. mercy is fliewn, in obviating the mif- 
chief of fuch examples, by treating them ac-» 
cording to what they have defcrv'd. 

Let us behold the Goodnefs of God, in this 
light; and this is that, in which we ought to 
fee it— this is its, true reprefentation ; and 
thus feen, it cannot but convince us, how im- 
pojfible it is that we (hould have any thing 
to hope after a life unprofitably, vainly fpent 
- — ^how much fuch a Life has necejfarily to 
fear. -. 

, I am fure I need make no apology for the 
length of the two following extradls* 
. What are the natural confequences and con^ 
nexions of things^ hut the refult oithat order 
and difpofition of things, which God originally 
eflablifhed in the creation ? And the wtxyfame 
power which eftabliflied and prefcrves this or- 
der of nature, has appointed likewife the con^ 

K mxiopi 
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rtexion of cenfequences in the progrefs of tht 
moral fkte of the world. However diffirent 
therefore the manner and method of God's 
Operations may be, in thefe two different go^ 
vmiments of fuch ^ery different kinds of ^ob-^ 
je^ $ yet the operation may, in ^^r^^ be efual^, 
Jjy regular in its kind; iand llie proper ^tffif0 
or events correfponding to the anttiCddeAt 
caufe, whether in the fmtnrai or moreU wdfld^ 
may be alike certain mA invariabk in both. 
When, in the courfc ofnatisre, we fee grain, 
fown in the earth, produce regularly and uni-* 
Ibrmly, after certain ftated periods of time, 
fruit of the fame kind with that which Was 
fown 5 we are very apt to let the wonder flip 
out of our minds, and lofe the whdle fbfx:e 
of its imprcflioB, merely by affixing to it a 
word of no fignification, and callkig it by tlie 
name of natural i whereas, in truth, inanimate 
nature is nothing but an empty found i unin* 
telligcnt Agents and Powers (as we impro^ 
perly call them), are nothing but mere infiru^ 
ments ; and the whole efFeft is reaify the Ope^ 
ration oi Him^ who is the author and God oj^ 
nature. By the difpojkion and afpointnxent of 
the fame audiorand ruler of the univerfe, die 
moral confequcnccs and connexions of things 
do, in their proper manner ^ and at iBeirpr^pef 
5 Jeafons], 
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feafonsy take place in the world. And could 
lour faculties extend themfelves^ to take in lit 
one view thofe larger periods of the divine 
difpenfations, on which depends the harmony 
and bekUty of di6 moral world ; in like man* 
hier i& cor jckperitnce enables us to cbntem«^ 
^lite at^ yearly products oi nature i We (hould 
then probably be. ho more ftruck with won- 
der, It the feeming forbearing of providence 
to ihtcrpofe at prefent in the ordering of the 
mdrd ftatb of ^e world i than we ate now 
furprl^ed, in the regular cdurfe of nature ^ to 
fee grain lye as it i^efe dead iii the earth in 
winter^ iuid fefeffiihgly diflblving into corrup- 
tion ; and yet, without fail, at the return of 
its proper feafon, bringing forth the certain 
partiCiu4r fruit, df which it was the feed.—— 
It is not only true, that God has aHuaJly fet 
befdre meii fuch and fuch promifes and threat- 
ftingfc y but ptobably it will be found true al- 
lb, at the final iflfue and event of things, that 
he has appointed by 4i5 clofe and regular a con- 
Mxiony iri morals as in naturals^ that whatfo- 
Hfttt a man foweth. That (hall he alfo reap. 

Clarke's Serin, vol. 7. 

It is a moft grds miflake, and men are of 

dull and flupid fpirits, who think that that 

K a Hate 
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ftate \yhiph we call Hell^ is an incommodious 
place only, and that God by his fovercignty 
throws men therein : Hell arifes out of a man's 
felf; andETelPs fewel is the guilt of a man's 
tohfcience. — ^Heaven lies in a refin'd temper, 
ih^n eterpal reconciliation to the nature of 
*Ood, and to the rulefpf rlghteWfnefs. , Both 
'Hell and Heaven have their foundation with- 
in men / » Man*s mifery is not by pofitive 
infliftiori.-- ^The wicked think that if God 
nvouldy they may plcafe themfelves 5 iand that 
it is the will of God only that limits and re- 
ftrains them : And they think, that they were 
out of danger, ifGod would forbear z pofitive 
,infii£lion. This is the grand miftake. Hell 
is not a pofitive inflidtion,— Vertue hath 
Reward arifing out of itfelfi fb fin hath pu-- 
nijloment.-^-''^ Hell is the natural iflTue of crea- 
tures being wanting to themfelves, and con- 

tradifting the principles of God's creation. 

It is a form of words, that, when I well-con- 
fider'd, I could not overlook j Sinnirs do r^- 
ceive in (or from) themfelves the recompense 
of their error. Rom. i. 27, Np one that fails 
or mifcarries, comes to mifery by any Sove^ 
rcignty^ any Pleafure^ any thing that is arbi- 
trary, any thing that is in itfelf unavoidable. 

Vertue and Vice are the foundations c^ 

peace 
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peace and bappinefsy or forrow and mifery. 
There is an inherent punifliment belonging 
to all Naughtincfs: And No Power can di^ 
vide and feperatc them j but f hey will follow 
one another. Wbicbcofs Ser. 



S. 
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AS the defign of * thefe Efays is to rc^ ' 
commend that Employment of Time, ' 
which fuits our refp'edtive capacities and fta-' 

tions the feveral relations, in which w# 

ftand, and the hopes we entertain ^ I will con- 
clude them with obferving, more particularly, 
how ufefuUy to the public to their So- 
vereign, and to themfelves, the noble Perfons 
in the adminiftration might be employ'd, if* 
it were fome part of their care, to promote 
that fenfe of duty among us, the prevailing 
want of which we have, at prefent, fuch uij- 
happy reafon to lament. 

I CANNOT, indeed, hear of the public af- 
fairs being chiefly direfted by Their counfek 
who have the popular voice fo favourable to 
th?ir moral charafter ; but I muft pleafe my- 
JC 3 felf 
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fejfveidxtii? thpvgl;its,t;^at^ isjat h^od, 
w^n, d^ncy a^ yir^ijie will be cfa theif r«>- 
tufjj to us— rv^h^n j&ihion will cojuntpn(^oc€i 
dfttj^j^ yice^wlj^^fe-evcir unrcform\l, will 
yet feck to be conceaj'd. 

Difficult J grant it, to find the remedy 
for fuch wide^fpred corruption ; but the coun-. 
^s, that have overcome die difHcuities, m 
which we lately faw ourfelves, may be thought 
equal to any. 

Who that, two years fince*y confider'd the 
fuppri(yi^ o^ our cn^^s— -the wwkni^s 
of our ^^ — -their vain efforte, notwidw 
ilftfjdigg, the large fuppjics we afFprded them, 
agd our utter inabili^ to continue tjhofe fupr-^ 
plies ^ whoj tijat confider'd all thip, did not 

prcfage. »u epd *^ ^^ ^^^ ^^^ carrying on, 
^j^ch. would be but vi engour^gement to re^ 
new it — aij.end to it by thpfe cefjions, whicl) 
i^puld increafe the^cj^^r of the conquerpr^ 
an4 leflen tliat, frpip whigh alone there was) 
any hope ofrefiftifig hini? 

They, whp were rooft jealous of their couur 
try's honour, thought itfufBciently fecur'd, if 
our confederates, by giving up a few of the 
fo^tfci^ taken frpip tbenX;, could have the reft 

* The &ft edition of Acft Eilays "w^s in 1750. 

tjisy 
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<b^ had loft^ reftor'd ; and what they pof^ 
(e&'d,. confiitn'd to them. 

How pleafing the view of an event, fokt 
heyot^ our moft fangoine expe^ations ! The 
wUdom of the Adnyniflration foiuidthe happy 
expedient of procurii^^ peace to Eur^e^ oii 
termv that our warmeft hopes ODuld not prcM 
pofe ta thcsnl^vqs -^^-^ of fettling a peictf 
agreed>k to every Power, with which we wettf 
united ; a feace^ by which out Allies regain 
all that War had taken from them^ and naiicb^ 
m. ^at very cii^cafnibnce^ has ita (iontinuanc* 
pMvided for^ as far ar human foreflght cait 
provide for it ;• nothing being more likely to 
prevent the attempting conquefts, than to de^ 
flroy the hopes of keeping them. 

TuosT who ha^^ with fuch addrefs, re- 
moved the danger, we had to apprehend frcto 
GW eni^my's pow», may well be thought 
able to remedy, in fome degree, the much 
greater we are in, from our own vices. 

If, as is, unqueftionably, the cafe, ^' Laws 
'' are vaiA without Morals */' the well-being 

of 

* Quid leges fine moribus. 
Vanae proficiuftt ? ii&n 1. 3. Ocl. 24. 
Dove la materia e corrotta le leggi bene ordinate non 
giovano. Machiavel. Difi,fopra T. Liv. 1. i . c. j 7. 

K 4 Non 
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of any Nation depends: as much upon Its ¥lr^ 
tue, as upon its Laws. Slow thefteps m^iy bo, 
hy which the deftrudion of the mofl pro^i* 
gatQ [^eopleadvances -, as the moft inten^peFatei' 
pian m^y be feveral years fuch, before he ruins 
his co^ftitution: but the event, in each caie, 
is alike certain. It is as certain, that vice wiU 
at length deftroy any State, as that it will de-^ 
ftroy any Individual. Every thing, We have- 
to fear of this kind, is, we fancy, in all proia^ 
flilityy fo remote, that it need not give us any* 
QQQcern. I heartily wifh, that it may prove 
as diftant, as it is believ'd; but what we like^ 
we, in mofl inflances, mifcall likely ; and there 
are many reafons to conclude, that we do it in 
rht \.''?.{<:nt. 

Ab.viiT there were no ground tp apprehend, 
tiiat lb terrible an eflFedJ; of pur immorality* 
Qould foon tike place j*yet may this immora- 
lity very reafonably alarm our Governors, 
from the diffipulties it muft create them, in 
tlie difcharge of their truft. 

Non fi trovano ne leggi, ne ordini, che baftino a fre- 

jiare una univcrfale corruttione Come i buoni cof- 

jtumi, per mantenerfi, hanno bifogno delle leggi, cofi 
le leggi, per ol|crvarfi, hanno bifogni di buoni coftumi. 
Cap, i8- 

' ' • It 
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*" 1*" is "an bbfcrvatidn of Aristotle *, 
"^Tliat the mtift virtuous ytho* they have the 
** beft'plea to raife commotions in a State, are; 
*^ notwithftanding, of All the fertheft from 
*^ doing it." Tbey may, the nxoft plaufibly/ 
diftorb the peace of. the commonwealth; to 
place themfelves at the head of it, as they befl:: 
deferve that ftation ; yet is it what they will 
ne^er feek, by fuch a method. . But it is a very 
fmall part of their praife, that the public quiet 
will npver fuffer, from their ambitious views p 
they, have none, by which it will be cndan-* 
ger*d. To promote it is their principal con-- 
ccrn. 

The virtuous man makes all the allowance,: 
to which his Superiors are entitled, from fuchi 
a^vadety of affairs under their notice— ^ from 
fuch different humours and tempers, as. they' 
have to manage — — fo frequently obliged to 
fee and hear with the eyes and ears of others* 
— ^fo befet with thofe, who endeavour to de- 
ceive them ■ fo utterly unable to guard 

againft the treachery, or perverfenefs, or fel- 
fiftinefs of many, they muft employ — fo often- 
cpnflrain'd to purfue the meafures, they difap- 

• Yldv\e>>p H J^iKAlojAjet fjLttf elv TAffli?^om^ Sit/^ct H Tjf 7« ■ 
<af{ii\\iaiv o\ KAT i^ilhv S iAzk^9v\iu Dc Rcpub. I. 5. 

prove J > 
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prov9% "to Uke tb« ^hltiM^ tiiey aie fartheft 
fixmx dokrfmgii to ooftceid what tycmld be 

iafyitig cvcif Gntat -^ add iti moft c^ tilt £<•* 
irours tbey dsiD&c> grantmg to on6 wlitt ii»' 
i|7 folicit ; theircomfdianee betf^ 
£!M to ofc^ige^ whilft theif tefiifal is alwayl 
«BFtamto di%uft. 

H# ftiikdicS) in the way fuiCable to his ftad^ir, 
tD render the adminifbation of govtmineiit 
cafy I diat they who arefittcft fi>r, may beinr* 
vited to, it ~^ that thcjr may not be ioduc'd 
to dsdine k, from any ill returns their endca^ 
vours for the conmion good can exped:, firom 
anyr hard cenfure or unrea&nable oppofitSon^ 
they have to fear. 

Oh what is well done by a Mmiflry^^i&Rf 
beftbws all the praife due to it, both aa being 
due, and as there is not a ftronger incitement 
to proceed in worthy adtions, than the juft 
acknowledgment of thofc, that have been per- 
formed. 

The magiftrates proceedings receive from 
him, always, the moft favourable conftrudion ; - 
as they have an cfpecial claim to it, and as- 
the fuppofal, where- ever it can be rcafonably 
made, that faults have been avoided, is no 
fmall check on tlieiV being multjply'd. 

W«ERB 
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WflER? failures arc wapifcft, Wf. i« fpwring 
in cei^uring them.; IpiQWVig that the be^ap4 
wifeft B»y err, and that feverity of reprcwch 
will rather oecafion aft indifference towards, 
the wrong, th^t has beea done, thaa a difpo^ 
fition to reftify it. 

JF{is warm^ fifpjition has nothing irj, view, 
but diat right mi^ares may bepurfu'd, and i^.. 
wholly, governed by the CQnfiders^ions, likelie^ 
to produce them : it forbears to^exaipeniCe-^-^ 
fcieks to convince- — evidencesi regret, that it : 
ihpuld have ever been required ; and only b^ 
its continuance in. that ofits jqft cau^ 

How, on ^e other hand, do the vices of 
a natipn operate on its Government? 

' TiiAT certein Poverty, in wbich the idle : 
kepp,^and into which tfaf extriaviigant brings 
themfelves^ they cpnft^ntly make the fault oC* 
their Rulers. 

They, who will not work, or wlio fpend 
more, than they can gj^in by their work, are 
always loud in their clanaoufs again ft a ma- 
nagement of affairs, that ftarves then). It is 
not any niifcondudt pf his own, thajt breaks 
the Trader, but the decay of Trade, fhc 
p>an. of an eftate is not ruin'd by living be- 
yond it, but by the Taxes, with whidh it is 
t>urthefl'd. Whatever iflfonvenienccs the bad 

feel, 
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ftel, they arc fure to charge on a bad admi- 
niftration. Prefs'd by their wants, their* ftudy 
is to embroil. Their refource is; Diforderj 
which, therefore, they induftrioufly promote ; 
iis the neceffitous villain fires the houfe, he is 
defirous to plunder. . 

' Among the caufes, aflign*d by . the Poet, 
of the civil war he makes his fubjeft, we have ' 
this — It was ♦ Multis utiUy Many found their 
interefi in it. The many^ whbm tlieir vices 
had beggar'd, or would do it fobn, were only 
to be help'd by fuchi a general confufioh as, 
putting the Law out of its courfe, licensed the 
violence, that would enrich them. 

What the Roman State fuffer*d from its 
neceffitous members, every State may, like- . 
wife, reafonably fear. A nuniber of men 
without property and principle, in whatever 
C9untry they are, muft be regarded as avowed 
enemies to its peacf-^ — as ever ready to ex- 
cite, or foment, thofe tumults, froni which, 
let who will fufFer, they will gam. 

Be the moft favourable cafe fuppos'd, that 
they are not tempted to feek a fupport from 
the diftrefs of their Superiors, as having one 
from their liberality : what uneafinefs and ' 

^^ Multis utile bellum. Lucani PharfA. i. 183^. 

trouble 
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trouble even then enfue from men never to be 
fatisfied ? Always indigent, they are always 
importuning : Let their intereft be promoted, 
]^y regard not whofe is prejudic'd : in every 
truft conferr'd on them^ wholly attentive to 
the profit it will yield, they give themfelves 
'no concern how it ought to be difcharg'd, or 
what odium their Patron muft incur, by their 
'feilure indue difcharge of it. No reliance 
1? to be had on any fervice from them, but as 
'it makes for their advantage. Ready, indeed, 
-they may be, while it fuits their felfifh views, 
to obey Direftions ; but a§ ready they, gene^ 
rally J arc to betray their Diredor, and always 
difpos'd, when they fee his power declining, 
'to defert him. Wretches ! who can only be 
favour'd, when wanted ; and who, therefore, 
dread nothing more, than to have the public 
in fuch a happy fituation, that they, who 
condud: its affairs, need no fupport, but what 
tiiey can have from their own abilities and 
integrity. 

Much trouble an adminiftration may ap- 
prehend from them, whom vice hath made, 
or keeps indigent ; when they are prompted by 
none, of any rank or fortune, to turbulent and 
fcditious attempts. But how much worfe has 
it tp fear, when fuch Perfous have, for their 

Leaders, 
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Lcfaders, men of fortune ^(id rank, but btm 
Confeience — giving fuli fcopc to their crivy, 
tc ambition, or the riagc their difapptthitfticnfe 
treate? Thefe, fo fuppbrted, nfiiift be able 
frequently to diftrcfs a govertinlfertt, holv wffc 
foever the iheafufes may be, which it padiies. 
Nor will they have only die ftttdy J*ddigatc 
to j6ih them in their oppofitioft, but ftifckinjg 
*t no fiadfehdod— -profefliilg thfenlfelVes Ifi- 
llUenc'd by the liobleft principle-^ — avoWto| 
the love of their country to be tjflc fofe ffldCive 
of their conduft — ^difclaltning all maimer of 
felfi(h views — having evet in their moutKs 
Liberty, Property, Public Good^j Many, of 
the bed intentions, will be dcceit'd by theihi 
and ready to go into any fchenle of tediidng 
fl Power, the abofc of which gives fiich wor- 
thy patriots fo deep a concern ^. 

These confiderations will hold, uttdfer '^dff 
Prince we can have j they will be argUmeflb, 

* Libertas QJpeciofa nomina pratexuntur^ 
Nee quifquam alienum fervitium^ & domino^ 
tionemfibi concupivify ut non eadem ifia voea^ 
bula ufurparet. Tacit. Hift. 1. 4. 

t Livy fpcaking of M. MinuciuSy fays-— Premendonufi 
fiipcriomm art6 (qua PESSIMA ARS niniis profptrit ^ 
multorum fuc^effibitrcrevit) fe& extoUe^at* L. 22. 

why 



7&e Conclusion. 131 

why his Miniiler^ ihonld not be indifFerent, 
what notions of duty obtain among ns. But 
khe fiiends to the reigning family are to tegard 
jt8 interefts, as more eipecially affedbed by a 
^prevailing Libertinifm. 

Theit, Mdbfo have no Cenfe of Religioit, judge 
It of^o confequence^ what their Ptince's Re- 
ligion is--^whethar he is of any or none--*-*^^ 
tt Atheift or Deift, Papiil or Proteftaot : ready 
to fuit the profeilion q£ their faith «> what b^ 
declares bis^ they are quite unoonoem'd what 
. it may be. Nothing appears to them more 
ridituloust than to be under any attachment 
to tbiek Sovereign^ for the manner of worihip 
he cotilitenahces -^*-^ for his i&vpuiing tb^ 
Church of England^ more than the Church 
6f Rtnne. All, therefore, who think thus» 
can be neither enemies to the Prsteuder to the 
Crown, nor friends to the pofleiTor of it, from 
any motive c^confcience, or, from that prin^ 
ciple, which makes us a& with the greateft 
fpirit and vigour, both againft them, whom it 
induces us to oppofe ; and for them, whom 
it engages us to defend. 

Let, then, the Papifts increafe their num- 
bers, as it is much to be fcar'd they do, or 
but continue as numerous as they are, while 
the members of the reform'd Churches arc be- 
coming 
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^coming only fuch in nanae, full as regardliefs 
:of :any other religious perfuafion/as of the pa- 

pifti 5 Theperfon^ whom the former would 

make our Ruler, will have ahrgejbocfy ofmen^ 
fome of them confiderable for their rank, and 
-many of them for their fortune, united to 
Jum, by the ftrongeft tie, mankiad can be un- 
der to any--^efpoufing his intcreft upon views, 
that will keep them firm to it, whatever J&Zf 
difappointments may be, or their fuffcrings 

— cxadtly apprised of their.flrength adio^ 

in perfedt concert * — -capable of profecuting 
their defigns without fear of a difcovery ; and, 
on any profpedt of fuccefs, fuce to find at Jhand 
the moil powerful foreign fupport. fit, on 
the other hand, who is, and whom day Prp^ 
videncc long continue, our Sovereign ! will 
have his caufe.efpous'd upon confiderdtionSy 
that have no fuch force— that wholly regard 
prefent convenience, and therefore mufl be .as 
mutable, as fuch convenience — -that, upon 
every trifling difgufl:, are overlooked ; and 
would be of no manner of weight, when there 
appears much danger, or little advantage,- in 
adhering to him. He cannot know, on whom 

• There is more ftrcngth in Union, thm in Numter. 
UaBfax's Polit. Thoughts. 

he 
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he hiay deperid : By far the greaieft part of 
thbfei he hiuft eitiploy, will think of nothing 
fo riiuchi is takihg cafe of theiinfelves — theit 
cb'urtfelfe Will be different, as their fchemes ; 
all dehtringiti their private inteireft: and when 
ttiis is td regdkte their fecrecy, their fidelity^ 
lH8ir ^«i, it hiufi: be obvious, how far thcfe 
i^ill prcfceied. 

Will, tt be faid, that they who are not at- 
tith'd to a Pfoteftant Ptinee, from the conii- 
deration of his being fuch, are moft firmly To, 
from the regard they hive to their Liberty and 
Property ? 

The Papifts would anfwer, That they know 
hot any connexion between a Popifti and an 
Arbitrary ruler -^ — That they have a large 
fliife of pi-Operty., and tannot be fuppos'd to 
have the leaft relifh of flavery That, think- 
ing as we do of our civil rights, and having 
the fame defire with us to preferve them, tHey 
riiuft have the fame averfion to any Prince, 

Who is likely to invade them That Princes 

of all religions agree in the endeavour to in- 
creafe their powers and perhaps as many at- 
tempts towards it may have been made by 
thole, who have been no Papifts, as by thofe. 
Who have been the moft bigottcd. 

L Ir 
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It, certainly, may be truly anfwer'd, That 
<:ommon foldiers and common fea-men, day- 
labourers and the meaner artificers can have 
very little inducement to defend any govern- 
ment, from the property and' civil liberty un- 
der it, wrhich is their fhare ; and that, in the 
cafe fuppos'd of an univerfal corruption in our 
morals, the greateft part of thofe in a higher 
rank muft be either fodiftrefs'd by their vices, 
or fo intent on the means to fupport them- 
felves in vices, the expence of w^hich their pre- 
•Tent income cannot long bear, that they will 
be under no tie to any Prince, merely as dif- 
pos'd to govern by Law. 

The wealth of a nation, that (hare of its 
wealth, for the bare fecuring of which, all 
change of government is thought fure to be 
oppos'd, is in few hands, in comparifon of the 
whole people ; and confidering thefe few for- 
tunate Perfons, as having hitherto liv'd at their 
eafe, in full enjoyment of the world; andadl- 
ing in defence of their Sovereign, without any 
fcnfe of duty ^ — Vi^ithout any hopes beyond the 
grave ; how far they would hazard their per- 
lons in his defence, I had much rather their 
Addreffes (hould declare, than he experience. 
As men of fortune now live, the unprincipled 

part 
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^rt of tbeiri can by no means feem the fitteft 
men^ for any fervice of danger or hardfliip. 

In general, it is moft certain, that the vicious 
have from no Prince fo niiuch to hopc^ as frohi 
an arbitrary one. They beft fuit his purpofes, 
and are, therefore, fureft of his favour. Their 
Liberty is Licentioufnefs. The freedom^ they 
like, is not what the Law affords % but what 
it cbntrok. While their luxury and luft can 
have full fcope, under an arbitrary power, they 
are not likely to endanger their lives by op- 
pofing //; If they fliould draw their fwords 
again ft him, who would introduce it, pay or 
promifes muft be the motive : They muft be 
be offered more to fight againft, than they are 
likely to get by fighting for, it. 

I AM very fenfible, how ill a found there is 
in Reformation 5 That it is a term too often 
in the mouths of the worft of men, and a pre- 
text for the worft defigns -That the fin- 
ca:efl: advocates for it are thought to have 
more zeal, than difcretion. But, certainly, . 
there is full as much to be faid againft neg- 
ledting it wholly, as againft profecuting it in- 
difcreetly. 

The chief bufinefs of the Legiflature, an- 
nually, is, in fome fcnfe, Reformation ^ moft: 
of its Ads are a fpecies thereof — are fo niany 
L 2 new 
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hew regulations — corfe<9: what is faulty — - 
fupply what is dpfcdire— rcmcfdy fome or 
other incovenience. 

That diforders will getinto every commu- 
nity, is undeniable ; and it is alike fb, that na 
comqiunity can be well govern'd, where pro-^ 
per care is not taken to redrefs them — -to re-^ 
rtiove them wholly, or to prevent their attain- 
ing an height, that may endanger the public 
Safety. 

Some diforders may not unreafonaWy be 
thought below the notice of anAdminiftrationi. 
others inay be wifely confidered, as kfs danr 
geroufly conniv'd at, than remedy 'd 5. but nobere 
neither of thefe is the cafe, where the diibrder 
is far from being a flight one, where its re-* 
naioval by gentle methods is abundantly lefs 
dangerous^ than a connivance which, feeming 
to countenance, mufl increafe it; if there the 
Magifl:rates interpofitipn may be imprudently 
expedled, one cannot conjedture, from the rea- 
fon of things, wherein it is requifite. 

The {H'Ogrefs of Immorality among us every 
Vhfire difcovers itfelf ; nor is there any thing 
more certain in Mathematics, than it is in 
Politics, that the virtue of a nation is its 
ftrength — thit it becomes weak^ in the de- 
gree it becomes corrupt. And that there are- 
methods 
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methods of promoting throughout this Icings 
dom, a fenfe of duty quite difFereilt froiii what 
at prefent prevails in it, which can have no- 
lliing in them of danger or inconvenience, I 
am only hindred from affirming, by the de^ 
fbrence I pay to thofe, who have not purfu'd 
them. 

« * — You the RomanStdJtc with Arms defend, 
^* Adorn with Morals, and by Laws amend." 

It is wellkhown, to whom, and ofwhom^ 
this was the compliment. The gradation here 
is pretty remarkable. Augustus'^ military 
glory is butthefirft ftep therein; the leaft 
part of his praife was, that he defended Italy 5 . 
v?ha:t did him moft honour was, that he re- 
form'd it ^f^. To have regulated the manners 

* Resi Italas armis tutaris, moribus ornas, 
Legibus emendas. 

t So Ode 15. Lib, 4. Qrdinem 

Redum, & vaganti fraena licentia; 
Injecit ; amovitque culpas. 

A like Compliment is paid him in the following Infcri- 

ption; 
Imp. caes. pivi. f. aug. pon. max. cos. xii. tri- 

9UNIC. POTEST. X. IMP. VIII. ORBE. MARI. ET, TER- 
RA. PACATO, TBMPLO. JANI. CLUSO. ET. REP. PO. 
IIOM, QfTIlil. lEGIB. SANCTISS. INSTIT. REFOR, 

Gruten p. 149. 
L:i ' of 
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of his country-men, was as preferable to his^ 
having fecur'd their perfons, as the right uTe 
of life is to its mere eajoynient. 

We find mankind, in all ages, acknowledgr. 
ing thofe, who civiliz'd them, as their greateft 
benefadors — regarding this, as th^ir fecond 
and nobleft formation ; and as entitling thofe, 
to whom they ow'd it, to the iiigheft honours 
they could pay. 

And if the firft rough and very imperfed 
draught of civil polity has been every where 
reputed fuch a bleffing — been thought to me-r. 
rit fuch acknowledgments \ we <:annot be at 
a lofs to conceive, hqw a nation would regard 
thejn from whom it deriv'd regulations, man- 
ners, and principles, fultable to the prefent im- 
provement of human Reafon ; and which muft 
give the Society, wherein they obtain, as great 
advantages over any, in the earlier ages of the 
world, as the beft govern'd ftate in Eurote 
can claim over the Hurons ^nd Iroquois. 

The Statefn^an, thus confulting our happi- 
nejfs, wold unite all parties in doing juftice to 
his worth. The generous contention among 
us would be, whofe affedtion towards 'hini 
(hpuld moft diftinguifh itfelf. 

How much a nation is profited l^ the pQ-i 
licy, that difcon^erts the fchemes of its ene- 



m^es^ 
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mies, or by the valour, that defeats their ar- 
mies, few regard, except infome extraordinary 
cafe, at the time the tranfaftion pafles ; and in 
fucceeding generations, all fenfe of it wears 
off: but the benefit ^ done by niaking a people 
better— by reforming them, falls under the 
notice of all, is felt by all j and difpofes them 
to the greateft efteem of him, from whom jt 
was receiv'd *. Such a friend to virtue, as he 
is the friend to all mankind, is fure to have 
the worthieft of them, in every age, intereft- 
ing themfelves in the honours paid him, pre- 
ferving his memory, and, to enforce the imi- 
tation of him, ever dwelling on his praife. 
The reward of his endeavours will be thus 
the nobleft, they can on earth receive ; and 
this how infinitely fhort pf what they may fi- 
nally expeft ! 

Every one, who wifhes the profperity of 
our country, muft wifh a change in our mo-, 
rals. Without it, what, alas ! muft be our 
fate, under the firft enterprifing Prince in a 
neighbouring nation \ or under the firft Prince 
in our own^ who is difpos'd to arbitrary fway, 

* Si quaeret Pater urbium 

Subfcribi ftatuis ; indomitam ^udeat 
J^efraenare licentiam, 

Clarus poftgenitis. Hor. lib. iii. Od. 'Xj^, 

L 4 and 



.I4P The C o N c L u s, I o ^. 

and knows how to condudt the oxfsaas, ^^^ 

offer themfelves for obtaining U ? 

When we ceafe tp be mox^lly fre e \, ^ 
when Qur reafon is fubjeded to pur pjijflipp;^ 
and appetites. 5 a proper applipgj;iojai to tbei^ 
foon puts an End to our civil liberty, Govem'd 
by piir Luft, we are prepar'd to ji^e gPYS^»'4 
by him, who will enable us to |rafclfy: th^ 
Luft. Slaves tp our palate, we afp. of QOwfQ 
fqch to him, who can fuppprt us ip oijr lux- 
ury. Our heart fet on thofc foojeiipfi;, which 
are qalVd making a FigurcL \jx the wofl^ W^ 
readily agree that he, who. in theni givos us 
our will, (hall have us in. all things ej(fe, fuh- 
fervient to bis. Muft our ambitioni be. fktisr 
fy'd? our Law is the Word, of him who. qar^ 
advance us. Are our fears predominant ? He^^ 
who can hurt us, is implicitely obey'd. 

The connexion, therefore, bet^^eea Virtue 
and civil Liberty is evident. Virtue only, qua- 
lifies us for Liberty- — enables u.s to under- 
ftand its juft value, and difpofes us to its pro* 
per ufe. Virtue alone, fixes in us the defire 
of Liberty — - arms us ag^inft each compliance, 
that will endanger it, and puts us on the con- 
duit, that mufi; preferve it. 

Virtue alone makes us Mafters of our- 

felves : and, when it will not fufFer us to be 

5 govcrn'4 
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govern'd by our own mere will, how Can it 
but fecure us froni fiibjedtiiig ourfelves. tqthat 
C)f any other perfon ? 

A REMARK pjF AI4QBRN9ON SlDW»Y, wM 

had made Government his particular ftudy , and 
who was, e^^tftinly, no bigot in Religion, is 
the only one I have to add. 

Virtue is the diSlate of Reafon^ or the re^^ 
mains of the J)ivine Ligbt^ by which men are 
made benef cent ao(l bejieficialto each other. Re-* 
ii^m proceeds from thet fawfi fpring^ and tends 
to tht^fam ^^d\ ^d^ *hf Good of mankind Jo 
entirely depends upm theje Ttw^ that na people 
ever enjoyed any thing worth defringy that was 
not the produ3 of them J IMftourf#8 concern- 
ing GFQvernment^ p. igo. 



The END. 




An E P I T A P H 

in Twickenham Church-yard. 

To the Memory of Elizabeth ButleRs 

Who, foon as fhe could reafon on the rules of her Duty,^ 

Began her Care to obferve them ; 

Recommending the Religion fhe prpfefledj^ 

By its uniform Influence on her Condud):. 

Her Faith was approved by her Obedience, 

Her excellent Principles by correfpondent Morals ^ 

The Life (he led in the moft corrupt Times^ 

Would have done her Honour in the pureft« 

Devout, retired, mortified. 

Yet ever eafy, pleafed, chearful |^ 

Cenfuring, only by excelling ; 

Po^efHng, but to diflribute ; 

Glad to diTcover what fhe might commend in others. 

Overlooking no Worth, except her own : 

Such (he lived, confiftent th9>ughout: 

Wholly intent on preparing for a better World, 

Death called her to it. • 

Reader, 

You have here no Detail of her Defcent and Alliances j 

This Monument is raifed, to no Worth flie borrowed,^ 

To that alone, which will be io her rewarded. 

And ihould by you be imitated* 
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An Addit'ion to the PREFACE. 

BU T how far foever the proofs of a fw 
ture Jiate are from being demonftra- 
tive ; we may truly affirm, that they are 
fufficient to render us inexcuf^ble, if we do' 
not fincerely endeavour to qualify ourfelves 
for Happinefs in it. 

The amount of all the Enjoyments^ which 
could pojjtbly be obtained, from purfuits de- 
ftruftive of our hopes of happinefs beyond 
the grave, is fo very inconfiderable ; that we 
fhould unreafonably allow tkem any compe 
tition with thefe hopes, tho' more weakly 
fppported than they, unqueftionably, are. 
But, when we have no ground to expeft, 
that the purfuits, inconfiftent with fuch 
hopes, fhould, in faSl^ yield us any thing 
near the fatisfadion, that there is barely 
a PoJJibility of receiving from them ; and 
when natural Reafon hath led thofe, who 
are acknowledged to have cultivated it the 
pioft fuccefsfuUy, to regard another Life as 

highly 
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liighly probable 5 nothing can well be more 
abfuid) than to ad fb, tiiat odr WKole de^ 
pe^di^ce is, b(i death beic^ alike l&e cfe^ 
ftru£lion of our bodies and mind?. And if 
tkis €iondu3 be fo irrational, under all the 
advantages gained by // 5 and without con- 
£dering ity as depriving us of any immeduift 
bfcnefits^ whigh would accrue from theCowfe 
of adtion that qiay be mofl advantageous t6 
us hereafter i^ what is a |M:oper tern^ c^ re- 
proach for //, when tbefe are taken into the 

account ; when the certain lofs of tbefe 

is added to the certain one, likewii^, of all 
manner of good at our departure hence ^ 
Guilt not only confines our comforts to this 
^OTld>*--^tQ our ihort ftay here^ — to thofe, 
uncertainties, with which our beft laid 
ichemes are here attended ; but robs us of 
all that fatisfa£fcion, which we fliould, during 
Qur ftay on earth, receive, if we had the 
difchargB of our duty ftncerely at heart : And* 
what damage we, in this laft inftance, fu- 
Hain, let us learn from the higheft authority 
we can defire, where we have not an ihlpired 
teacher^ jUl the antient philofophers, fays 
TuUy^ thoi^t man's happinefs to be derived: 
from virtue ajione* 

Hovv 
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How very plain a truth muft it be^ oil 
which there was that intire agreement among 
thofe perfons^ wha, in fo many other parti- 
culars^ fo widely differed! Not to infift^ 
therefore^ on what, in the prefent cafe, 
might well deferve our notice,— ^the proba-^ 
bility of any pofitive fuffctings that may cithcf 
now, or hereafterj be brought on us by a 
nvtong behavimr ; our bare attention to the 
undeniable circumftances and confequeiicea^ 
thereof) that I have already mentioned, feems 
fufficient to put us on our guard againft it : 
We can obtain froni it no benefit, for whidr 
we (houldj in common prudence, abandon 
€ill hopes of happinefs in a future life, tho^ 
we had falrlefs reafon to entertain any^ than 
what is afforded us by the pepfuafion of 
thofe, whofe capacities and attainments we 
mofl admire 5 and by fuch a behaviour we 
fhould forego that fatisfadtion, which a truly 
virtuous life would give us, and which' the 
wifeil men of antiquity have concurred in re- 
commending. Compare, indeed, him, whofe 
paffions are calm, whofe appetites are un- 
der a due reflraint,- — whofe pleafures are 

reafonable, who fleadily purfues what is 

jufl and right, — -who feeks to do what 
good he can for the refl of his Species, and 

thinks 
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thinks that the very beft he can do for the'ni) 
is to engage them in the praftice of true Reli- 
gion and Virtue 5 Be, I fay^ this man com- 
pared with another, whofe paflions and ap 

petites govern him, ^^ whofe days pafs in 

guilty, or low amufements, who has no 

regard to the end of his creation, who 

lives to himfelf, negleds the public intereft^ 
and' either doth what muft hurt the morals 
of the community, or omits to do what can 
benefit them 5 and who is there, that has the 
leaft Senfe of Decorum, that at all confultfi 
his reafon, that has any aims worthy of his 
nature, but muft confefs, how greatly pre- 
ferable the condition of the one is, to that of 
the other — how much more defirable it is, 
to be the perfon, who, let what will be th& 
evidence for a future ftate, is thus qualified 
for happinefs in it, than to ad: the part, 
which promifes fo little good in our prefent 
fiate, and excludes all hopes beyond it ? 



"Tentanda via eji^ qua me quoque pojfim 



Toller e bumo. Geor. 3. 

i cannot but think this a wife refolution^ 
even when we feek a rife very different from 
the Poets i when the rife we feek is not o^ 

our 
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our name, but of our perfon, is not to 

Fame, but to Heaven. What attempt could 
do us more honour, tho' we were to fail in 
it ? And the very honour it did us, might 
pafs for no mean argument, that it would not 
be a vain one. Were I a ftranger to the 
Chriftian dodtrine, and had no abler guides, 
than the Sages of Greece and Romey the beft 
employment I could wifh for myfelf would 
be that of Socrates ^ as Flato^ who knew fo 
well what it was, introduces him defcribing 

it. ^The whole of my bufinefs, fays that 

admirable man, is to go about, exhorting 
you, both young and old, to regard neither 
your bodies, nor your fortunes, nor any 

thing elfe, fo much as your mind, fo much 

as what will perfedl it: Telling you, that 
Virtue comes not to us from wealth; but 
that wealth, and whatever is good for man, 
in his private or public capacity, will be de- 
rived to him from Virtue. ApoU Soc. 




